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ly, freely, and creatively.  The New 

Covenant promises (God promises!) 

that as we love and serve him he is 

eager to forgive us when we miss the 

mark.  So there on the high wire we 

don’t worry about mistakes.  Of course 

the presence of the net doesn’t have us 

behaving in a reckless or cavalier 

manner.   

 

But knowing that God’s forgiveness is 

there to break our fall makes all the 

difference in the world.  We can 

dream big and take long leaps for him.  

We can do stuff the world will call 

irrational and zany.   The (zany) wid-

ow did that with her mite.  The Apos-

tles walked in the mouths of dragons. 

Peter stepped out of the boat at the 

beckoning of Jesus. They didn’t go off 

half-cocked, but neither did they let 

fear have a vote in their plans.  Every 

step was intentional, yet often without 

a clear vision of what they’d be facing.  

For them, failure was reckoned ,not so 

much in terms of making mistakes, but 

in not stepping out onto the wire of 

faith.    It is called trusting God.  It is 

that idea of doing  all things through 

Christ who strengthens us’.   

 

Paul told young Timothy: I know 

whom I have believed, and am con-

vinced that he is able to guard what I 

have entrusted to him for that day (II 

Tim 1:12).  So don’t fret about making 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Provision for failure.  We need it…

don’t we?  Napkins, bumpers, seat 

belts, aprons…all provisions for possi-

ble failure.  Stuff happens and we’d 

best to be ready.  There’s no need to 

get nervous when the flight attendant 

informs us that the seat will serve as a 

flotation device.  One failure or anoth-

er is bound to happen sooner or later 

and it just makes good sense to know 

where help can be found. 

 

The cross provided the ultimate provi-

sion for failure…sin.  It will surely be 

needed.   A perfect, sinless child, 

moves into an unruly world where sin 

is rampant.  It will soon infect him too.  

It is our nature.  We are not rotten 

through and through, but sin is a sim-

ple mathematical probability.  Perhaps 

you and I can manage to make the 

right choices five out of five times.  

But what is the likelihood that,  given 

100 opportunities to choose light over 

dark, right over wrong or good over 

evil, we’ll emerge errorless. For how 

long can you bat a thousand?  A Billy 

Graham or Mother Theresa may go ten 

for ten from time to time.  But sin hap-

pens to (in) all of us far more often 

than we’d like. 

 

So we need provision for such fail-

ures…and God has just the remedy.  

He lets us work over the net of his 

love and forgiveness.  Instead of being 

paralyzed at the thought of letting God 

down…hurting his feelings…or mak-

ing a misstep, we can live courageous-
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north in Trujillo.  Karen and I, and the Rockwells, 

visited plenty of barrios on the outskirts of Trujillo 

and assisted as we could.  I had the joy of preaching, 

teaching and providing Rotary funds for a kid’s den-

tal clinic. In the mission work, more and more local 

Peruvians are becoming the teachers and preacher.  

Baptisms are frequent and numerous. 

 

I was glad that Karen could join me on this trek 

(thanks to our Mission Committee!).  The people 

love her and Jen,  and welcomed them into their 

hearts on sight.  It was a wonderful spiritual journey.    

Jim L. 

 

HAND TO HAND 

EVANGELISM 
You know that I write a 

little column  for the 

Ashland Daily Tidings 

each Thursday.  Word 

has it that many folk 

around town look for-

ward to reading the dit-

ties.  Some time back, 

Eleanor Olson started 

giving out copies of these 

little messages printed on 

card stock…now book-

marks.   Way to go, Elea-

nor.  Now Brad prints up 

a bunch of these weekly 

writings so you and I can 

hand them out.  I give out 

25 or more every week.  

They are meant to be the 

Gospel in blue jeans. 

 

Now we have a special 

rack for these ‘book 

marks’ in the church en-

try.  Take a bunch of 

them with you any Sun-

day…every Sunday?  

Some of our folk look for 

opportunities to hand 

them out to friends and 

neighbors…and leave them on their restaurant table.  

Just a thought.  Jim L. 

 

a mistake.  Do your best…but don’t be anxious.  

Somebody said that if we love God with our whole 

being (and love our neighbor as we love ourselves) 

we can pretty much do as we want.  With those two 

balancing rods in hand we are free to fly…and dance.  

It is the Good Life…the life of joy, exhilaration, and 

peace.  No, it is not an unrestrained life.  But it is a 

life that can work hard for God, serve others with 

abandon…always knowing that God is not frugal in 

making ample provisions for our topples and trip-

ups.   WhooHoo! 

(Continued from page 1) 

PERU TRIP A BLESSING 
In this collage you’ll see Lori Jo and Brian along 

with Jeff and Jen Rockwell.  The Rockwells were 

married the day before embarking on their trip to 

South America, and baptized in the Pacific ocean 

near Trujillo soon after arrival.  What a joy it was to 

travel with them.  In Tacna they did a bunch of work 

in the tree/plant nursery which Brian and Lori Jo 

built in Tacna on their last stint there.  Jeff, a profes-

sional  photographer made a great photographic doc-

umentary of the ministry doings in Southern Peru, as 

well as taking hundreds of important stills and videos 

of the dynamic work that is being done much further 
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39PLUS… 

A WEEK LATER THAN USUAL 
In January we’ll converge on Marie Hoffman’s 

abode on, the eleventh.  We start at 10 with fiercely 

competitive cards games, followed by Bible 

study…that followed by lunch. The first of the year 

offers a fine opportunity to launch a new habit…try 

this one.  Later in the month we’ll meet in Fellow-

ship Hall to fold the newsletter, dig into the Bible 

and gather around the table (potluck) at noontime.  

Show up at ten.  We promise a grand time together. 

Marie’s…Jan 11…10 a.m. 

Newsletter folding…Jan 25…10 a.m. 

 

ROGUE RIDERS…JANUARY 16 
Marie Hoffman 

and I have shared 

so many, many 

excursions togeth-

er.  She was one 

of the founding 

members of 

Rogue Riders 

back in 2001.  

Recently we reviewed the myriad of locales we 

have enjoyed. Multiply ten years times 12 treks and 

you have a bevy of restaurants, parks, museums, 

lakes, fish hatcheries and county fairs visited.  As 

we move in to year 11 of this traveling show why 

not join us?  On Monday, January 16, our Rogue 

Riders crew will head on over to The Olive Garden 

in Medford for lunch.  Take your choice: meet at 

the church at 10:30 to caravan or simply show up at 

the restaurant at 11ish.  Jim will bring his laptop 

and show a few pictures from the Larsen’s recent 

Peru trip.  Newcomers are quite welcome.  Please 

call Jim to RSVP, please (541-890-3209). 

Monday, January 16, The Olive Garden 

 

JACKSON HOUSE    

JAN 15 AND JAN 29 
The residents of Jackson House Assisted Living 

love visitors, a short Bible study and a bit of sing-

ing.  I’ll be leading these good people in such activ-

ities on Sundays, January 15 and 29.  Care to join 

me?  Sybil Laredo was my partner in December.  

Just come and be a friend. Your presence would be 

appreciated by me and some very dear folk.  Time: 

2 p.m. 

SAINTS ALIVE AND WAITING 
It has been going on for years and years…this 

monthly pow wow of our beloved adults, some of 

them senior saints (thus ‘Saints’ Alive).  These are 

cheery folk who love to laugh.  So the price of at-

tendance is a joke.  Yes, bring a joke…or a rid-

dle…or a goofy item from the internet.  Our venue 

for all of this fun is the Iron Skillet in Phoenix 

(Oregon!!).  All ages are welcome.  Seniors receive 

a discount, as they should.  See you on the First 

Saturday, January 7, 9 a.m. 
 

REAL MEN GET MARRIED 
Many of our Real 

Men have grand-

children.  On Jan-

uary 7 the grand-

son of one of our 

dear men, Bill, 

will get married.  

Handsome Josue 

and Lovely Laura 

will exchange 

their vows at the 

Oregon Cabaret 

Theatre in Ash-

land.  Josue is a part of our Monday group.  So we 

congratulate them as they embark on this grand 

venture.  I explained to them that they will serve as 

a ‘living parable’ wherever they reside.  People will 

see how believers behave as they watch the Delga-

do family day to day.  So many of the character 

traits which we are to pursue are best seen in rela-

tionships…mercy, humility, compassion and such.  

And these are put to the test in interactions which 

are close-quarter, face to face and on-going .  Con-

gratulations, you candles-of-the world…you ‘city 

built on a hill’ people.  God bless you!  Jim L.  
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be a great time to start the next course.  If you are 

curious ask Gene or Janice Stringer or go to the Al-

pha website, www.alphausa.org.  If it is just you and 

a friend we will do it when and where it fits your 

schedule.  Questions can also be sent to alpha@cc-

ashland.org and we will get back to you.  The course 

is open to any and all comers.    

 

JANUARY POTLUCK …LARSENS 

AND CHILDREN’S  CLASSES 
Brrr…We’re going to have a CHILI SUNDAE.  Jan-

uary  15th will find us enjoying pots of hot chili, 

cornbread and ice cream sundaes. The children’s 

Sunday School classes will help host this event .  

You can help.  If your last name begins with A-H – 

bring a pot of chili, I-P – pan of cornbread, R-Z – 

your favorite ice cream toppings.  Karen Larsen 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING/

BUDGET PRESENTATION 
The annual meeting to consider the new year’s budg-

et will be held immediately after our worship time on 

Sunday, January 8.  The 2012 budget is posted in 

the foyer.  You’ll note that we have trimmed $1800 

from our monthly ‘need’.  The January 8 meeting 

will be quite brief, since you’ll have ample time to 

look it over in advance. 

 

BOARD MEETING NOTES 
Oh, Emily! A mighty fine devotion!  Thanks for re-

minding us to slow down.  Your quote from John 

Ortberg was ‘right on’. 

 

Our Elders brought good news that most of the tasks 

we assigned each other in the last Elders meeting 

were being completed real well.  A thorough bunch 

of follow-through guys! 

 

The board considered a suggestion that we make reg-

ular potlucks more of a quarterly event, rather than 

monthly.  Since January is already scheduled, the 

other planned potlucks in 2012 would be in March, 

June, September, and December.  Spontaneous, ‘no 

host’ communal Sunday lunches can happen when-

ever our folk want to bring vittles to the church to 

share after worship…any Sunday or every Sunday…

whatever our folk want.  We’ll give this a good try 

and look for lots of opportunities to share meals and 

MOUNTAIN VIEW MINISTRY 
Okay, so we took a little vacation from our weekly 

ministry at Mountain View Retirement Living.  Now 

it’s time to get back to our Tuesday at Two study-

chat-pray gathering.  The good folk there have 

opened up the nifty and roomy staff dining room for 

us.  So, come join our precious time with grateful 

people.  We’ll restart this Tuesday ‘share the love’ 

event on January 10.  Open to all.  Bring your Bi-

ble. 

 

OLD TIME MOVIE NIGHT 
How does he do it?  

Mike Royer’s mov-

ie selections are 

outstanding.  De-

cember’s crowd was 

definitely one of the 

best in our ten years 

of showing old clas-

sics.  Movie-goers 

continue to stream 

into our place on 

Third Saturday eve-

nings.  They think 

our Polish dogs and 

regular dogs are top notch.  Prices are unbeatable.  

So it makes for a perfect night of family entertain-

ment.  Take a peek at the offerings, found on the 

back of the newsletter.  Mike, you are The Man!  

Saturday…January 21. 

 

HAVE YOU DONE ALPHA YET?  
The year was 1999.  Janice, our daughter Genice and 

I were living in Potchefstroom, Republic of South 

Africa.  We were visiting an English speaking Meth-

odist church in town.  More than one person asked 

this question.  Our natural response…”What is Al-

pha?”  They were more than happy to explain since 

their congregation had been transformed by partici-

pation in this 10-week course on the basics of the 

Christian faith.  Before the year in Africa had ended 

we had attended the Alpha course and decided that it 

would benefit Christian Church of Ashland as well. 

 

Now 12 years later, many editions of the ALPHA 

course have been taught at CCA.  I ask you that same 

question.  Have you done Alpha yet?  January would 

http://www.alphausa.org
mailto:alpha@cc-ashland.org
mailto:alpha@cc-ashland.org
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conversation together.  More on this as time rolls on. 

 

We like the idea of spotlighting various  embers…

including those dear saints who have passed away.  

During Sunday services Jim will work around a 

‘This is Your Life’ moment from time to time.  Intro-

ducing our current attendees will be a great blessing 

to all of us as we get to know our family better.   

 

It was agreed to receive a special offering on Christ-

mas Day to help purchase Bible Sticks for members 

of the military.  These are little ipod-type devices 

with ear buds.  Each Bible Stick costs $25.  Despite 

our own need for funds, it just seemed right to give 

our service people better access to God’s Word. 

Even if you missed the Christmas Day offering your 

checks are welcome.  Ear-mark them ‘Bible Stick’. 

 

The budget committee has done a great job of whit-

tling on the budget, reducing our monthly needs by 

nearly $1800.  The budget will be posted two weeks 

prior to the congregation meeting on January 8. Your 

church board gets along so very well.  Our time to-

gether was refreshing and positive. 

 

In attendance: Eleanor Olson, Doyle Cornwell, 

Janice Stringer, Gene Stringer, Ava Fish, Brad Fish, 

Emily Rogers, Ed Macauley, Jen Macauley and Jim 

Larsen.  

 

GRACE REESE GRADUATES TO 

GLORY 
Dec 11…a time or remembrance.  Our friend Gracie 

moved in and out among us without any fanfare.  She 

was faithful, enjoyable, 

and had a lovely spirit.  

We first met Gracie 

through Eleanor Olson.  

When she slipped 

away from us she did 

so quietly.  On Sunday, 

December 11, we en-

joyed a slide show of 

this dear lady, with her 

family in attendance.  

Thank you, Jane, for 

the beautiful roses. 

 

(Continued from page 4) BOOK REVIEWS  
I enjoy reading but not all 

books grab my interest.  

Some are hard work to 

read but still worthwhile.  

I have attacked several 

books on my shelf repeat-

edly without finishing--

couldn’t get into them.  So 

don’t feel bad if some of 

these turn out that way for 

you.  The important thing 

is keep learning and read-

ing is a good way to do 

that. 

 Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe.  

A classic from the early 1800’s but I had not 

read it.  Stowe captures the heartache of slav-

ery and the overwhelming love of Jesus in the 

heart of the old slave, Uncle Tom.  You 

won’t be able to read this one with shedding a 

bucket of tears. 

Christian History Made Easy by Timothy Paul 

Jones.  A wonderful study text filled with pic-

tures, humor and Internet links to other re-

sources.  It includes study guides and self-test 

learning activities for each of the 12 chapters 

in the appendix.  You will appreciate our rich 

heritage in Christ by study in this text.  We 

used it for our summer class on Christian 

History. 

The “Left Behind” Series by Tim LaHaye and 

Jerry B. Jenkins.  A total of 16 volumes pars-

ing the rapture, tribulation, and millennium of 

the Bible into a fictionalized saga of the fu-

ture.  You will be amazed by the detailed or-

dering of events based on the author’s inter-

pretation of end-times prophecy.  Much of 

the work is devoted to quotation from scrip-

ture interpreted within the story line by vari-

ous biblical scholars and teachers who 

emerge.  Many of the conclusions are quite 

startling.  Guess who wins in the end? 

Skipping Christmas by John Grisham.  One of 

my favorite authors.  I discovered this one 

half read on my shelf while preparing these 

reviews.  I will certainly want to finish it 

soon. 
(Continued on page 6) 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
  1  - Helen Calhoun 

  1  - Bonnie Maulsby 

  2  - Jim Witt 

  2  - Robin Witt 

  2  - Kacey McDonald 

  3  - Terry Hayes-Sanders 

  5  - Joyce Lavelle 

  8  - Katie Anderson 

  9  - David Lockwood 

  9  - Hal Bosworth 

10  - Donna Cornelius 

13  - Betty Tine Metcalf 

15  - Ed Macauley 

18  - Audrey Morrison 

18  - Joshua McDaniel 

24  - Linda Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
  

  2  - Greg and Rebecca Luce 

23  - Karl and Helen Jane Slack 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

Science & Theology an Introduction by John 

Polkinghorne.   Polkinghorne is a prize win-

ning author/physicist/theologian.  He argues 

that the so-called conflict between science 

and religion is an artifact created by misun-

derstandings on both sides of the debate.  

This one is short and rated 5 stars on Ama-

zon.com but probably not one for all readers. 

Happy reading. 

Gene Stringer 

 

CHRISTMAS QUILT 
Congratulations to Irma 

Potter, who had the win-

ning ticket in the draw-

ing for this year’s 

Christmas Quilt from 

the Piece Corp. The 

drawing took place at 

the December Christmas 

Dinner. The Piece Corp 

raised $165 to go toward their 2012 projects and they 

thank all who contributed. 

 

NEW MEMBER OF THE FAMILY 
Meet the newest member of 

our extended church fami-

ly. Her name is Anisa Bero, 

age 8, born on June 13, 

2003. She is one of the new 

rescues from the streets of 

the Philippines. Even 

though she is 8 she is only 

in kindergarten since she 

has never been to school 

before.  

 

“When she first arrived at 

Christian’s Haven she would horde food and even 

eat until she threw up. She is making tremendous 

progress and has a very loving and sweet spirit. She 

is also from a Muslim background and teaching her 

about Jesus is a special honor and thrill.”,  

Lynn R. Ragsdale, President, Christian’s Haven. 

 

She is our new sponsored child now that Romeo An-

tonio has moved back to his ancestral people. Please 

continue to keep Romeo in your prayers as well as 

praying for our new Anisa.      Brad for Missions 

(Continued from page 5) 
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mous early 
screen roles 
was as Sam 
Spade, the San 
Francisco 
sleuth looking 
for the fabled 
jewel-laden 
black bird. But, 
that famous 
"dingus" really 
got around. The 
first filmed ver-
sion of Dashiell 
Hammett's famous crime novel was released by Warner 
Bros. in 1931 and starred Ricardo Cortez as detective Sam 
Spade in "THE MALTESE FALCON," our second feature of 
the evening. It's a different take on the classic yarn.  
 

Of course, nostalgic drive-in snack bar ads and vintage com-
ing attraction previews will run between the movies and our 

reasonably priced snack bar will be 
open most of the evening.  
 
Tell all your friends and neighbors! 
The movies are FREE...but dona-
tions are accepted.  

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Sunday School 

    10:30 AM  Discovery Club 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

Podcast available at: 

podcast.cc-ashland.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Stone of Silver Creek 

The Maltese Falcon 

LOOKIN' FOR LOVE AND THAT DERN BLACK BIRD! 
Join us Saturday evening JANUARY 21 at 6:00 pm as the 
Christian Church of Ashland presents   OLD TIME MOVIE 
NIGHT and a couple of New Year treats. Movies start at 

6:30 pm. In the 1930s one of the 
top box-office western movie stars 
was Charles "Buck" Jones, whose 
film career,  began as a double for 
Tom Mix in silents, tragically end-
ed in 1942 in the horrific Coconut 
Grove restaurant fire in Boston. 
We are pleased to present one of 
his atypical features, a different 
kind of Buck Jones actioner, Uni-
versal's 1935 "STONE OF SIL-
VER CREEK," about a saloon/
dance hall owner who gets reli-
gion but finds himself at odds with 
the town's preacher over a pretty 
gal.  
Most Humphrey Bogart fans rec-
ognize that one of his most fa-

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 

http://podcast.cc-ashland.org

