
Make It New 

Pastor Daniel Buckley 

A new year means new things: new friendships, new experiences, 

new blessings, and new hardships.  No one is immune to this list be-

cause the world continues to revolve and time continues to move 

on.  As we start another year in the 2010’s we embark on a journey 

through joys and pains that are new to all of us.  This has been true 

of every new year since the beginning of time, but this new year re-

mains a reminder to followers of Christ that our opportunities to in-

troduce others to God overshadows all of our other joys and pains in 

the coming year. 

 

So how do we embark on this 

journey of faith that includes an 

outreach to others in our commu-

nities?  First, we go to God for 

wisdom, strength, and persever-

ance.  When we see God as our 

foundation and the deliverer of 

the lost then we discover that it is 

awesome to share Him with oth-
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Blog 
/bläɡ/ 

noun  

a regularly updated website or 
web page, typically one run by an 
individual or small group, that is 
written in an informal or conver-
sational style.     (Google) 

Pastor Daniel now has a Blog 

on the church website. You 

find it under “How to Connect” 

conveniently labeled: 

    Pastor’s Blog 

 

As of this writing his latest en-

try is from December 27, 2014 

and is titled: 

“A Visit from God (To CCoA)” 

 

For those of you who were in 

attendance at our Christmas 

Eve service you will recognize 

it as Daniel’s rendition of 

“Twas the Night Before Christ-

mas” and  can enjoy it again. 

For those who were not able 

to join us you can enjoy it for 

the first time. 

 

This is just one more way to 

connect with one another. 

 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

ers.  There won’t be a moment you encounter where God can’t 

help you extend the message of the Gospel to someone else.  

This is first in importance on our journey.  The second is a moti-

vation that seeks out opportunities to help others find God, step-

ping into the light out of the darkness in life.  Sometimes we ei-

ther feel discouraged by a lack of success in spreading the good 

news or we take a break from spreading the good news for a va-

riety of reasons.  We don’t have to be militant about our out-

reach, but we can look for opportunities with friends or family.  

So don’t lose heart when seeing lives change because one life 

transformed by God is cause for celebration. 

 

All of this is assuming in this new year that you are progressing 

in your faith in a way that you are completely content with how 

your life with God is a blessing to you.  That might not be where 

you are this new year and if that is the case, if you are struggling 

to understand what your faith in God really means or if it is a 

benefit at all, then spend this new year in prayer asking God to 

reveal Himself to you.  If you haven’t made it to Church in a 

while or you are drifting from God and He feels distant, come 

back to Church and worship with us because God is longing to 

spend time with you.  This new year is a chance to draw closer to 

God and help others do the same. 

 

Along with new experiences, new blessings, and new hardships 

2015 is a year full of God’s grace that is ready to be unleashed in 

this world starting with you.  So with that, I wish you a Happy 

New Year! 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Recognition of contradiction in life is part of the process known as critical thinking.  As part of this 

process it can lead to good outcomes.  Contradiction can also lead to a sort of mental paralysis 

and a suspension of thought.  This also has consequences. 

 

Sarah used that word to explain her doubts about the veracity of the Bible…as a reason for her 

suspended exploration of the Christian faith.  I responded that I thought the apparent contradic-

tions were understandable, even explainable.  We parted and our brief interaction was over…or 

was it?  As I thought about it I began to realize that our world is full of contradictions. 

   

People are contradictions.  We can write them off because of that fact or we can try to sus-

pend judgment and move on to understanding.  Jesus encountered people like that in his ministry. 

 

They brought him. When the demon saw Jesus, it threw the boy into a seizure, causing him to 
writhe on the ground and foam at the mouth. He asked the boy's father, "How long has this been 
going on?" "Ever since he was a little boy. Many times it pitches him into fire or the river to do 
away with him. If you can do anything, do it. Have a heart and help us!" Jesus said, "If? There 
are no 'ifs' among believers. Anything can happen." No sooner were the words out of his mouth 
than the father cried, "Then I believe. Help me with my doubts!" Seeing that the crowd was form-
ing fast, Jesus gave the vile spirit its marching orders: "Dumb and deaf spirit, I command you--
Out of him, and stay out!" Screaming, and with much thrashing about, it left. The boy was pale 
as a corpse, so people started saying, "He's dead." But Jesus, taking his hand, raised him. The 
boy stood up.  (Mark 9:20-27) 
  
Contradictions are abundant in this story.  How do you deal with them?  How did Jesus deal with 
them?   
 

Nature is full of contradictions.  The nucleus of an atom is composed of positively charged 

protons and neutrons.  Like charges repel each other.   Thus by logic and reason the nucleus 

should be unstable and we, being made of atoms, do not exist.  We have several possible ap-

proaches in dealing with this contradiction.  Here is one.  Ignore science and stop thinking about it.  

That is the position reached by my friend Sarah in her study of the Bible.   

 

Hideki Yukawa took another approach to the problem.  He reasoned there must be another 

stronger and previously unknown force that holds the nucleus together.  Having thus reasoned he 

proceeded to construct an expanded understanding of nature for which in 1949 he received the 

Nobel Prize in physics. 

 

How do you deal with contradiction in your life?  Let me suggest it is far more profitable to contin-

ue the struggle to understand in the face of apparent contradiction than it is to give up.  In these 

two brief examples we catch a glimpse of what is possible.  For Yukawa it was the Nobel Prize.  

For the young boy it was new life and for his father a new found belief in God.  Who knows what 

you may gain? 

       Gene Stringer 

Contradiction  



Piece Corps Annual Quilt Drawing  

The annual December potluck highlight is the draw-
ing for quilts prepared by the Piece Corp.  This year 
Daniel Buckley was the # 1 winner.  Lynda Bell, Ala 
Jones and Ava Fish are the 2nd, 3rd and 4th place 
winners.  

 
 
 
 
Thank you all who help support the Piece Corp 
ministries with donations of materials, supplies, 
time and by participating in the annual year-end 
drawing.   
 
Prayers and Good Wishes for the New Year 
 
     Irma Potter  

Congregational Meeting set for January 11th 

Each year in the Fall the Budget committee gets together and looks back at the year in re-
view and looks forward to the year ahead. They get input from leaders of the various min-
istries in the church and committees like the Missions Committee to see what the cost of 
planned programs and support commitments might be. 
 
Next the Budget committee seeks to prepare a spending plan for the coming year most 
commonly known as a Budget. All of this is done with prayer and seeking on the part of the 
participants.  
 
Last Sunday the Budget which was accepted by the church board was provided to the con-
gregation for their review and prayer. On Sunday, January 11, 2015 we will have  a brief 
congregational meeting following the morning service where the congregation  has the fi-

nal approval of the Budget for 2015. 
       Brad Fish 4 

Women's Bible Study 
Charity will be hosting a Women’s Bible Study at the Buckley home in Talent on Thursday 
nights 7pm 
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CCoA Vision Team 
 

Through conversations between 

Daniel and myself the proposi-

tion has surfaced of trying to 

resurrect the idea of what was 

briefly known as the "dream 

team".  I believe Daniel pro-

posed the more appropriate 

name of the "vision 

team".  God's word tells us in 

the book of Proverbs that 

"where there is no vision the 

people perish..."  I know this 

particular passage has been 

used as misguided scriptural 

support for over zealous individ-

uals with lots of ideas to make 

sweeping changes to ministries 

for the sake of "vision".  Howev-

er, when looking deeper into 

the meaning of the Word it 

comes clear that the "vision" 

spoke about in Proverbs is refer-

ring to vision from God.  Honest-

ly, God's vision for the overall 

ministry at CCA has been some-

what elusive to me these past 

years.  When the "dream team" 

was originally proposed to me it 

was put forth as an idea of 

strategizing how to carry CCA's 

success of ministry into the next 

generation.  I believe this will 

require wisdom and vision from 

God communicated through the 

prayerful insight of the faithful 

with varied gifts and perspec-

tives. 

  Brian ML 

 

If you would like more infor-

mation about the CCoA Vision 

Team  please contact Brian or 

Daniel 

Recipe for a Good Year 
Take 12 fine full months, see that all these are thoroughly free from all 
the old memories of bitterness, hate and jealousy. 
  
Clean them completely from every clinging spite. Pick off all specks of 
pettiness and littleness. In short, see that these months are free from 
the past. 
  
Have them as free and clean as when they came from the storehouse 
of time. 
  
Cut each month into 30 or 31 equal parts. Do not attempt to make the 
whole batch at one time, as many people spoil it this way. Prepare 1 
day at a time as follows: 
  

 1 large cup of faith and trust 

 1 measure of prayer and meditation 
 1 cup hope 

 1 cup Christian fellowship 
 1 cup humble service 

  
Mix these ingredients together until well blended and pour over the 
mixture 1 gallon of love (some people leave this important ingredient 
out and find the recipe a failure). Sprinkle in a Tablespoon of fun, a 
dash of play and a heaping spoonful of good humor. Mix with vim and 
bake slowly. 
 
Garnish with smiles and a sprig of joy. Then serve with unselfishness, 
and cheerfulness and life at its fullest will be yours throughout the 
year. 
  
This recipe is over 100 
years old. But still works 
beautifully every year. We 
hope you enjoy it! 
  
 
 
Thanks to Irma Potter 
who shared this from one 
of her cook books. 
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Calendar of Events 
Saturday, January 3 

SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  
9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

It’s time for a another great breakfast gathering 
at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. This is open to all 
(you don’t need to be a Saint). Bring a joke or 
funny story and a friend. Plan on leaving home 
a little early because of the construction on I-5.  

  
 

Sunday, January 11 

BUDGET VOTE 
Following the service 

   
Sunday, January 11 

BOARD MEETING 
12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 
Following the Budget Vote  

Wednesday, January 28 

NEWSLETTER FOLDING 
10:00am—Fellowship Hall 

On the last Wednesday of the month a dedicat-
ed group of individuals give of their time to fold 

and prepare the monthly newsletter for the 
mail.  Come and join them for this worthwhile 
service to our church. We follow the folding 

with a potluck lunch. 

  
Coming Soon... 

ALPHA COURSE 
Time—TBD 

With food and learning, we are going to open 
our doors to the community to help them see 
what our faith is all about...connecting to the 
world.  Keep a lookout for more details to 
come. 
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Theme: The Lego Movie 

Directors: Jennifer Violette and Morgan Yourdon 

Camp Times:  Starts at 4 pm Friday, and ends at 10 am Sunday 

Speaker: Daniel Buckley (Christian Church of Ashland Pastor) 

Camp Times: Starts at 4 pm on Friday, and ends at 1 pm on Sunday 

Junior Winter Camp 

(3rd-5th Graders) 

February 6-8, 2015 

Sign up now—$70 



Celebrations!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Birthdays 
  1  - Helen Calhoun 

  2  - Jim Witt 

  2  - Robin Witt 

  2  - Kacey McDonald 

  3  - Terry Hayes-Sanders 

  5  - Joyce Lavelle 

  9  - David Lockwood 

  9  - Hal Bosworth 

10  - Donna Cornelius 

13  - Betty Tine Metcalf 

15  - Ed Macauley 

18  - Joshua McDaniel 

24  - Linda Bell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
23  - Karl and Helen Jane Slack 

  

 

 
Editor’s Note:  For any changes or up-

dates, please contact the office.  

Thank you.        Brad 
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Sundays 

9:30am Adult Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 Youth Bible Study (Green Room Down
 stairs) 

 Children’s Sunday School 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

11:00am— Jr. Worship Age 2– 5th grade (Upstairs) 

 

Mondays 

7:45am Real Men, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Tuesdays 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

Wednesdays 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Thursdays 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Study at the Buckley’s 
home 

Weekly Events 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:00 AM  Jr. Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

 

We made it in our mission focus on the need for motorbike for Richard in Kenya to make his 

travelling easy when visiting distant villages during evangelism and visitation work. For in-

stance, the daughter church in Kakongu is 33kms away from the Kainuk  

mother church. The cost for a 150cc, Model TVs Star, IGO, Focin, Bird with a lifespan of 3 – 7 

years is $4,183, including accessories. Not only did we meet our goal, we exceeded it by $292. 
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