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Volume 32, Issue 1 January/February 2016 

A bi-monthly Christian Church of Ashland publication 

Welcome to our monthly newsletter of what’s happening at the Christian Church of 

Ashland on the corner of 2nd and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  We hope that you are 

able to come celebrate God’s love with us on a Sunday sometime.  If you aren’t able to 

attend a service, what follows in this newsletter will help you stay connected to the church 

by seeing upcoming events and celebrations in the body.  This newsletter isn’t meant to re-

place fellowship with the body so come join us as we worship God and if you can’t make it to 

a service and want to stay  connected in a bigger way, call us at the Church and request a vis-

it from someone in the body.  God bless you as you seek Him in all you do! 

crossbeams 
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What is the 21st Century Church model in the land of globalization? 

 

Throughout the centuries of the Church, there have been major shifts in 

the characteristics of function within congregations.  Doctrine and theol-

ogy have represented those shifts in many ways, but the functionality has 

been the focal point because it is the actual process by which Christianity 

is in action.  Woah Daniel, what did you just say?  Sorry, I get technical 

too much and I should just start talking straight to you.   

So here it is: community life has changed today to only include the peo-

ple you interact with on a daily basis.  Our interactions include phones, in 

person, and social media.  The Church gathering then has to be ready to 

gather in a world that communities aren’t just the people you live close 

to.  When society has changed like this in the past it led to new looking 

Churches and the same is true in today’s “globalized” community setting.  

Therefore, we need to answer the above question stated here, What is 

the 21st Century Church model in the land of globalization?  And more  

importantly, What should the Christian Church of Ashland look like and 

how does it function? 

I don’t have one answer for you.  I have personal desires for the answer, 

but it would be a disservice for me to institute my answer when we have 

so many bright minds among us and so many faithful believers who are in 

line with God’s calling for His people, who could come up with some 

great answers.  My challenge to you is to answer the questions in two 

parts: (1) the physical appearance and meeting types and times for the 

Church building—our first impression for a visitor and (2) the characteris-

tics of people who are a part of the body of this Church—how they act 

and what they do on a daily basis.   

Please give this some thought and prayer and submit your answers to 

Daniel or Lynda.  We are going to leave this open for the next 3 months 

and I’ll update you from time to time to let you know how God is leading 

 us.  Spend the next 3 months in prayer for God’s hand to move this 

Church spiritually so we will be able to answer God’s call in the 21st  

Century.  
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A New Start 
Short days and long cold nights lend themselves to contemplation and reflection 

indoors—if you can avoid the distractions found in most households.  There is op-

portunity to catch up on reading that book you have meant to start so many 

times.  Maybe a project is now getting done.  Writing a brief summary of the year’s 

happenings for friends and relatives makes one realize some of the important 

things that were lived out in the year just completed.  Another round of birthdays 

and anniversaries have been checked off the calendar.  In my case there are those 

“honey-do” projects that somehow pop into the mind of the wife causing me to get 

out the tape measure and the design notebook again.  The confluence of all this 

leads to choices about what I will actually try to accomplish in the year ahead.  

Some things are on the list left over from a year ago.  Should I keep them or throw 

them out?  Why keep on vowing to do something that never gets done?  Maybe it 

is time to recognize the facts and try something new…a New Start. 

This all reminds me of the ruminations the wisest man that every lived—at least 

that was the reputation of Solomon.  The book of Ecclesiastes reflects on the 

meaning and purpose of life as he lived it.  Repeatedly he finds that nothing ever 

really changes.  The cycle of life goes on and on with the same things happening 

again and again.  It is hard to see that good always triumphs over evil that the 

right invariably wins out over the wrong that any enduring benefit is passed on 

from the toils of life.  Do you ever feel that way too?  Discouraging isn’t it?  If the 

wisest and richest man to ever live came to this conclusion who am I to argue? 

But wait—just as I am about to give up with a New Start I come to the parting 

words of Solomon. 

The last and final word is this: Fear God. Do what he tells you. And that's it. 

Eventually God will bring everything that we do out into the open and judge 

it according to its hidden intent, whether it's good or evil. (Ecclesiastes 

12:13-14) 

What are the implications?  Solomon has moved his search for meaning from the 

smoke and mirrors of our life struggles to the substance of relationship with God.  

The New Start isn’t about what I think I may want to do, it isn’t even about what 

my wife wants me to do (sorry dear).  In fact it isn’t really about what we do at 

all—rather it is about our intent in doing.  In the end that is all that is going to 

matter.  That is why we are in no position to judge another based on what they 

do.  We cannot see the hidden intent that moves them.  We can only examine our 

own intentions in the light of The Word of God.  Now there is a good idea for a 

New Start.   Take it from the wisest man that ever lived.  Who am I to argue? 

 

  Gene Stringer 
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January  
 
01 -  Helen Calhoun 
02 -  Kacey McDonald 
          Jim Witt 
          Robin Witt 
03 -  Terry Hayes-Sanders 
13 -  Betty Tine Metcalf 
15 -  Ed Macauley 
18 -  Joshua McDaniel 
24 -  Lynda Bell 
25 -  John Vermillion 

 

February  
 
12 -  Jessica Witt 
13 -  Jose Villalobos 
14 -  Neil Gosswiller 
19 -  Dona Heath 
28 -  Nathaniel Rogers 
          Sean Rogers 

January  
23 - Karl & Helen Jane Slack 

 

February  
None 

Join us on Valentine’s Day, 

Sunday, February 14th at 9:30 

am for a  SWEET breakfast  

followed by an inspirational 

sermon about Jesus’ LOVE! 
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Calendar of Events 

Sunday 

9:30am    Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

10:45am   Worship Celebration 

 11:15am   Jr. Worship Age Kindergar-
ten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd 
Floor) 

 Feel free to bring the kids to worship 
in the Sanctuary. They are dismissed 
before Communion to go upstairs for 
a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate 
and fun.   

Monday 

9:00am   Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to 
eat and go through a study from Sam 
Stone in the Lookout Magazine.  Sor-
ry ladies, only guys allowed to this 
one. 

Tuesday 

9:30am   Piece Corps, Fellowship  Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt 
with the faithful few who provide 
quilts for those of us who get cold 
during the winter.  At the very least, 
grab a cup of coffee and chat for a 
while.   

Wednesday 

9:30am   Adult Bible Study, Church Library 

 This study uses a variety of resources 
to help us  learn how to spread the 
Good word and learn more about our 
relationship with God. Please note—
we do not meet the last Wed. of the 
month. 

 

Weekly Events 

 
Sat. 1/2  

SAINTS ALIVE  

BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet 

(Phoenix)  

 

Sun. 1/10  
CHURCH   

BREAKFAST 

9:30 am—Fellowship 

Hall 

 

Sun. 1/10  
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —

Fellowship Hall  

 

 Sun. 1/17 
CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 

Budget vote. 

After service in   

sanctuary 

 

Sun. 1/24  
MONTHLY  

POTLUCK 

Fellowship Hall after 

service 

 

 

  

 
Sat. 2/6 

SAINTS ALIVE  

BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet 

(Phoenix)  

 

Sun. 2/14 
CHURCH   

BREAKFAST 

9:30 am—Fellowship 

Hall 

 

Sun. 2/21 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —

Fellowship Hall  

 

Sun. 2/28 
MONTHLY  

POTLUCK 

Fellowship Hall after 

service 

 
 

Wed. 2/24 
NEWSLETTER  

FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship 

Hall 
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Some feel that this is a secular idea, and so Christians should not get involved. Others 
point to the fact that most resolutions are never kept, so they should not be made. Still 
others feel it is a good thing for Christians to do some soul searching and resolve to do 
some things differently. 
 
While the idea may have secular origins, it may have some merit for the Christian. And it 
is probably true that many resolutions are short lived, but still the idea can be used for 
good in a Christian’s life. It is good, at times, to look honestly at our lives and determine 
to change some of the things that need changing. There is nothing mystical about doing 
this on New Year’s Eve, but it does provide such an opportunity. 
 
It may be a good time to start daily Bible reading. It may be true that you have tried that 
before with little success. That should give you more determination to finish the job this 
year. It could be a time to rid yourself of a harmful habit that has been a part of your life 
for some time. It may be a time to resolve to be the loving Christian that you have often 
wished you were. Perhaps it could be a time for a family to get together and make some 
goals for the New Year. 
 
There are some instances in the Bible of people taking stock of their lives and determin-
ing or resolving to do better. Paul told the Corinthians, in 2 Corinthians 8:10, that they 
should be "resolved or purposed" to be ahead of where they were a year before. This 
would involve measuring where they were last year at this time, and be sure that they 
have made progress during the ensuing twelve months. There is no indication that Paul 
told them to do that at the beginning of a new calendar year, but he at least referred to 
the year as a unit. 
 
In Genesis 28:20, Jacob made a resolution or a vow to give consistently and routinely to 
the Lord, specifying ten percent as his commitment. It may be that you ought to start giv-
ing to God regularly in the New Year. 
 
There are some who fear making any kind of commitment to Christian living, consider-
ing such to be a vow to the Lord. They cite Ecclesiastes 5:4,5: "When thou vowest a vow 
unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast 
vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not 
pay." Perhaps the advice given by our Lord in James 4:13-15 would be wise to follow. Ask 
God to guide you in setting your goals and help you keep the resolutions you make. 
 
Yes, it is possible that you will not keep the commitment throughout the entire year, but 
if you do not make a resolution, how much less will you accomplish? Pray about it and 
ask God what He would have you do and ask His help in both making the resolution and 
keeping it. 

Courtesy of Bible Broadcast Radio Network 

Should a Christian make New Years resolutions? 



 7 

The practice of making New Year's resolutions goes back over 3000 years. The start of a New Year gives us the feeling of a 
fresh start, a new beginning, and new opportunities. It is a time when people feel that they can begin anew with their lives. 
Common New Year's resolutions are to lose weight, exercise more and eat healthier; or to spend more time with family. 
Still others include managing money better and being more organized. 

Although there is nothing in the Bible or notable in Christian tradition about New Year's resolutions, many good stewards 
take advantage of this time of year to become closer to the Lord. They may re-commit themselves to pray more, to read 
the Bible, or to attend Mass more regularly. If you are looking for some helps in your New Year's resolutions, here are a 
few ideas to get you started: 

Practice gratitude – Cultivating a grateful heart is the hallmark of a Christian steward. Every day, express thankfulness to 
the Lord and to others. Seeing the good in your life will allow you to keep your heart compassionate and loving. 

Encounter the Lord each day – Find time to be with the Lord each day, whether it be for an hour or ten minutes. Have a 
conversation with the Lord. Give your joys and worries to Him as well. Allow God's love to transform them. Our encounters 
will keep our eyes and ears open to the presence of Christ in our midst. 

Be present to others – There is much celebration and mourning, joy and sorrow in peoples' lives. What a blessing it is to be 
able to share those times and not let others experience them alone. The gift of your presence to others is much more valu-
able than you realize. 

Resist overwork – There is a pressure to produce, meet goals, be successful. But activities that lead us to overwork, con-
stant fatigue and worry do not give glory to God. What God calls us to do we can do well. Be mindful that life requires bal-
ance, down time and letting go of unrealistic goals. 

Nurture friendships – Our friends are those we choose to be with, those with whom we spend our evenings, with whom 
we vacation, to whom we go to for advice. Friends are gifts from God who give us a greater appreciation of God's love for 
us. Friends need our time and love. 

Give more – Good stewards realize that everything they have is entrusted to them as gift to be shared. There is no better 
place to begin than sharing with the community that gathers around the Lord's table at Mass. Consider what you are giving 
to your parish and local diocese and commit to an even greater contribution as circumstances allow. 

Make a difference in your community – Believe it or not, your community can use your talents. Offering your talents to 
your faith community is one of the most effective ways to feel useful and connected to others, and it is a potentially life-
changing New Year's resolution. 

Consider living more simply – We cannot find fulfillment in possessions. They add nothing to our self-worth. Jesus blessed 
the "poor in spirit" in his Sermon on the Mount; and Saint Francis of Assisi urged us to live with only what was necessary, 
for that is how we begin to find God. 

Get healthy – Studies show that most people in North America are accelerating their own decline into premature old age, 
owing to poor diet and lack of physical activity. Be a good steward of your body. Plan a complete overhaul of your diet and 
exercise habits. 

Don't give up – People give up their New Year's resolutions because of perfectionism and unrealistic expectations. So take 
it slow, be kind to yourself and keep trying. Resist the urge to throw your hands up and quit. You succeed through small, 
manageable changes over time. 

Turn to the Lord – Ask the Lord for guidance, strength and perseverance in achieving your resolutions. In his letter to the 
Phillipians, Paul writes: "I can do everything through Him who gives me strength" (Phil 4:13). If God is the center of our 
New Year's resolutions, they have a better chance for success. 

A New Year, New Beginnings for the Christian Steward 
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318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Pastor: Daniel Buckley 
Office Phone: 541-482-1561 

Office Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Office Hours: M-F, 10am-1pm 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

 

“We love God and live out the Gospel” 

 

«ADDRESSBLOCK» 

Sunday Service Schedule 

 
     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:15 AM  Jr. Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

Reader’s Corner 
 
 

    Hurt 2.0: Inside the World of Today's Teenagers (Youth, Family, and Culture) 
  By Chap Clark 

    

Chap Clark has been involved with Young Life, a para-church organization that helps 
young people connect to churches, for many years.  Young Life is not affiliated with 

one church yet it aims to help young people who aren’t part of a church culture or don’t know anything 
about church get to know God and then eventually introduce them to the benefits of the church.  Be-
cause of his involvement with Young Life, Clark has spent many years working with youth.  In prepara-
tion of the early installment of this book (2004), Clark spent a year in the Pasadena School District in 
California as a substitute school teacher to research youth in their natural gatherings.  This book is the 
search to understand today’s youth and this installment, 2.0 (2011), incorporates the changing culture 
thanks to social media and changing technology.  The basic conclusion of the book is that youth today 
are characterized by their feeling of abandonment by parents, coaches, teachers, pastors, politicians—
anyone who they should be able to count on to be there for them.  If you would like to peek into the 
psyche of a new generation and get some pointers on how to deal with them, pick up this book and be 
ready to be convicted about how we deal with young people as adults already. 


