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A monthly Christian Church of Ashland publication 

Welcome Back! We are going to try to return to our monthly  
newsletter schedule in an effort to keep those attending and interested 
in what is going on at the Christian Church of Ashland better informed. 
For the time being I will be the editor. If you have something you would 
like included in an upcoming newsletter or have something you would 
like to have us cover please send it to me at: newsletter@cc-ashland.org. 
          Brad Fish 
          Elder 

crossbeams 

Farewell to  
Jake and Greta 
We have been blessed with  
having Jake and Greta Taxis as 
part of our congregation for a 
while now. We have been  
especially blessed by having Jake 
serve as our Interim  
Pastor for the past few months. 
 
Their last Sunday will be on  
August 27. They will be  
leaving for Wisconsin the following 
week.  
 
Jake writes “We will miss CCA im-
mensely. Thank you for giving Greta 
and I the opportunity to help lead. 
It has been an amazing privilege.” 
 

We will be celebrating their  
ministry here and wishing them a 
fond farewell this Sunday, August 
27th at our monthly potluck follow-
ing the service. Bring a dish to share 
and join us in thanking them for 
their service. 
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Wildflowers in the Desert 
by Greta Taxis 
 

There is a Scripture that is absolutely for 
this season, absolutely for Ashland, abso-
lutely for us as the people participating in 
the Christian Church of Ashland. Would 
you like to hear it? 
 
I received this while visiting my friends in 
Canada. We were praying for one another 
and God led my friend Mercedes to this 
chapter, which we were not familiar with, 
to read aloud over me and over Jake and 
over Ashland. Midway through reading we 
burst into laughter - because it was so 
perfect, so right, so true! 
 
I had previously shared with my friends that I believed God was redemptively trans-
forming the landscape in Ashland. What was dry, would be verdant, where there was 
no life, waters would flow, and wildflowers would emerge in abundance. This was 
the way He was leading me to pray and was giving me an abundance of faith to con-
tinue to pray for. 
 
With this being the context of our previous conversations, my friends and I curiously 
turn to Isaiah 35, to see what God may be communicating. This is how it begins: 'The 
wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 
the crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing'…..It contin-
ues, ‘ for waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;’….and 
ends with ‘they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.’ 
 
We were delighted, encouraged and eager to see the work of God. Recently a wom-
an got out of her wheelchair in Ashland and ran around, completely free, in a parking 
lot. More of this Lord! 
 
I am a designer, as well as an intercessor, and a poet. My job is to stay attentive to 
God, the world, creation, people, needs, words, possibilities, sounds, atmospheres, 
ideas, promptings, images, etc. 
 
With intercession, this attentiveness translates into specific prayers. With poetry, this 
attentiveness translates into poems. And with design, the attentiveness translates in-
to new designs in the realms of fashion, interiors, exteriors, architecture, events, 
graphic and text layout, etc. There is a myriad of expressions within design that I am 
active in creating. 
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In a combination of praying for our church and our city while naturally thinking in 
terms of design potentials for our space, church community, and neighborhood, I 
was filled to the brim with ideas! 
 
I took this reality to Lynda and said, 'I have a lot of ideas coming. Would you be inter-
ested in receiving a design consultation for this space?' She said yes and set me to 
work! 
 
The design is inspired by Isaiah 35, featuring native wildflower stainglass windows, 
refinished wood floors, dark green stage carpeting, white walls, glass doors, and a re-
freshed font, among other natural touches and motifs. It is meant to be a space that 
reflects the renewed native landscape: simple, abundant, clean, fresh, alive, shim-
mering flecks of color and light; a peace-filled, joy-filled place to commune with God; 
and an open door for outsiders to come get a glimpse and know God and His beauty. 
 
The above is a brief summary of the vision submitted. If you'd like to read more about 
the details, please connect with the church leadership and the proposal will be sent 
your way. 
 
You may wonder, is this a possibility? I asked God the same thing as I was envisioning 
the full version and an economic version. He lovingly rebuked me and said, 'Greta, 
this is Me you're designing for. Do not offer me an economic version. I am capable of 
all things, this is my house and I will have beauty!' 
 
I love our God. He is the great artist, designer, and creator. Let's see what He wants us 
to do and determine to give Him our best! 

Would you like to host a 
small group? 
We have materials available for: 
• “balancing life’s demands” (Biblical 

Priorities for a Busy Life) including 
DVD and study guides. (10 sessions) 

• “War Room” Bible Study including the 
Movie “War Room”, Study Guides and 
DVD with clips to go with the lessons. 
(5 sessions) 

 
If you would like to host either or both of 
these studies contact Brad on Sunday 
mornings or at bgfish@cc-ashland.org.  
The more we gather together in small 
groups the stronger our fellowship will 
become. Remember Jesus fed the 5,000, 
but worked mostly with a group of 12. 

Want to know more about 
how to lead a small group? 
Living on the Edge ministry provides a 
Free Course led by Chip Ingram and 
Lance Witt called “Becoming a More Ef-
fective Group Leader.”  You can find it at:  
 http://livingontheedge.org/group-
studies/free-group-leader-course 
 
Life.Church also has free training for small 
group leaders you can find it here: 
 
https://open.life.church/training/
categories/319-small-groups 
 
Know of other training please let me 
know and I will share it also. 
     Brad 
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During the 2017 ISB in Nicaragua there were many opportunities to dis-
tribute and share with students in the classroom.  As we drove into the 
gates of Collegio Publico Madre Teresa de Calcutta we were hoping to 
share in this way but the school administrator said “NO!” and asked us to 
leave, locking the gates behind us.  I suggested we take a few scriptures 
back to the gate to see if any of the kids playing on the grounds might 
see us and come to receive a copy.  It wasn’t long before some boys play-
ing ball near the gate approached.  We offered them a testament and 
asked that they spread the word to the other students.  That is when the 
spiritual hunger of the students took over and we were handing scrip-
tures to begging hands as quickly as we could open the boxes.  700 
scriptures later it was clear that God had said “YES!” to the children in 
this school.  
         Gene Stringer 

The school administrator said “NO!” 
but God said “YES!” 
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Weekly Events 
Sundays 
 
9:30am—  Adult Bible Study (Downstairs)  

(Sept 10) 
10:45am—Worship Celebration 
11:15am— Jr. Worship 
 
Tuesdays 
 
9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesdays 
 
7:00 pm Bible Study , Fellowship Hall 
(Sept 6) 

Calendar of 
Events 

 
Sunday, August 27 

MONTHLY POTLUCK 
12:15 pm—Fellowship Hall 

Following the morning worship we will 
gather together in the Fellowship Hall for 
a time of fellowship and food. Bring 
whatever you like to share with your 
church family. Come on down and get to 
know someone new.  Also this morning, 
we will be saying Thank You and Farewell 
to our friends, Jake and Greta Taxis as 
they prepare for their next journey by re-
turning to Wisconsin the following week. 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, September 2 
SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  
9am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

It’s time for a another great breakfast 
gathering at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. 
This is open to all (you don’t need to be a 
Saint). Bring a joke or funny story and a 
friend.  
 

Sunday, September 10 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 
Each month the elected Board members 
gather to review the financial status of 
the church and plan for the direction of 
the church.  All members are invited to 
attend and share their thoughts or ex-
press concerns. 

August 
 

None 

         August 
 

13 - Paul Creel  (Happy 100th) 
14 - Mia Jo Marlia-Larsen  
19 - Jennie Olsen  
19 - Maryanne Rossini  
21 - Cielo Marlia-Larsen  
31 - Katie Vermillion  
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Welcome to Realm® 
at Christian Church of Ashland 

CCoA has moved to a new kind of church record keeping solution called Realm®. It primarily 
serves the administrative needs of our staff, but it also offers some exciting opportunities to 
support the way you are involved in our church. Not only will this improve work life for our 
ministry staff, it will make it easier for our church family to connect with each other, keep up 
with what’s going on, and grow as a connected community of believers. 

We need your help for all of us to get the most out of the new system. To correctly send invi-
tations to join we need to make sure we have your correct email address(s). Please send an 
email with your name and preferred email address to: 
bgfish@cc-ashland.org. If husband and wife have unique email addresses send both. Once 
we have your correct email address you will receive an invitation to join Realm via email. 
When you receive your invitation please follow the instructions to Join Realm. 

Everyone in our church gets a unique profile. Your profile contains everything you want peo-
ple in our church to know about you. Your profile also enables you to join a small group, 
RSVP to events, track your giving, update your contact information, change family details, set 
notification preferences, or replace that outdated family photo.”  

By keeping your information current, you are helping our staff, group leaders, and our church 
community. Your Profile includes:  

• Contact Information* (e.g. name, address, email, phone)  

• Photo  

• Family Members  

• Personal Information (e.g. marital status, birthday**, etc.)  

• Connected Social Media accounts  

*You can decide later what data you want to hide online by setting your privacy prefer-
ences.  

**Feel free to enter your full birthday. The year and your age will not be displayed on your 
church directory profile.”  

You can review your giving history or make new donations online or on your mobile phone. 
Simply sign in to look over your year-to-date giving, print a contribution statement, or make 
a new one-time or recurring donation. It’s always available and kept secure in an easy-to-use 
online environment. 

Ways to Give  

No matter how you choose to give toward our ministry, you can review all your giving history 
online anytime.  

• Check or Cash  

• Online Gifts (one-time or recurring)  

• Text Giving* (more on this later) 

Your information is your information.  

You have complete control over who can see your contact and personal information.  

mailto:bgfish@cc-ashland.org


 

VOLUME 33 ISSUE 2 CROSS BEAMS PAGE 7 

Contact information is never public or searchable on the Internet. Any information you 
elect to make visible to your church family is always protected behind a login.  

Authorized staff will always have access to your profile information.  

You and certain authorized staff may update your profile information. In some cases, your 
group leader may update your contact information if you have made it visible to group 
leaders.   

For safety reasons, sharing contact and personal information for children under 18 is lim-
ited.  

Parents determine whether or not to display their child’s name in the church directory.  

Children under 13 may not participate and will not be able to sign in.   

What People May See  

By default, the viewing of your contact and personal information is limited to members of 
groups you are in, group leaders, and staff members. If you choose to, however, you can 
make your information visible to the entire church. It’s like opting into a church directory. 
But if you prefer to be more private, you can customize how people see specific information*.  

Contact Information: Name, Address, Phones, and Email.  

Personal Information: Marital Status, Family Position, Member Status, but you also have 
the option of sharing your birthday, gender, allergy information, and skills with people in 
your church.  

*If you are a group leader or host an event, certain contact information may be visible re-
gardless of the settings you choose.  

 
 

Privacy Settings  

Everyone—Like a church directory listing, everyone in our church will be able to see whatever 
profile information is marked as visible to everyone. 

Let’s Connect!  

Stay connected to our church wherever you go by downloading the free Connect - Our 
Church Community app for iPhone and Android devices. Use it to communicate with your 
groups, RSVP to events, manage your giving, update profile information, and more. It makes 
it easier for us to connect throughout the week and know what’s happening.  

News—Keeps everyone up-to-date with the latest posts, photos, and events for your group 
and for your church as a whole  

Posts—Post messages to your group and comment on posts by others in your group  

Events—See event details (date, time, location, etc), submit your RSVP, and sign up to bring 
something  

Files & Photos—Access your group’s shared files, which also includes photos  

Participants—See names and basic profile details for the people in your church or group, 
based on their privacy preferences  

Notification Settings—Manage your preferences for group notifications and emails  
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Interim Pastor: 
Jake Taxis 

 

Office Phone: 541-482-1561 
Office Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Office Hours: Variable 
Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

“Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly with your God”   
Micah 6:8 

318 B Street 
PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 
 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

    10:45 AM  Worship 
    11:15 AM  Jr. Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
Permit No. 84 

Ashland, Oregon 

New Small Group Study 
Join us for a new small group study start-
ing Wednesday, September 6th at 7:00 
p.m. If there is enough interest there will 
be another group Sunday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. Both groups will meet in the  
Fellowship Hall for 1 hour. 

Invisible War 
Learn to See What Lies Below the 
Surface 

Hang on to your seat. It's going to be a 
journey inside the very folds of our Bibles, 
a journey that will teach us about our 
greatest foe, Satan, also known as Lucifer, 
Dragon, Serpent, and Son of the Morning 
Star. Although this lying thief comes to 
"steal, kill, and destroy," God details in His 
Word the battle plan to uncover Satan's 
cunning deceptions and to resist his sinis-
ter schemes. 

The cosmic conflict exploding all around 
us will have eternal implications, for us 
and those we love. In this series you will 
be prepared to do spiritual battle with the 
enemy of your soul... and win! You'll learn 
to clothe yourself with God's "spiritual ar-
mor" so you can be confident of your cer-
tain victory over the scheming enemy. AC-
SI approved. 
 

8 Sessions Including: 

• What Is the Invisible War? 

• Who Are We Fighting? 

• Four Keys to Spiritual Victory 

• How to Prepare Yourself for Spiritual Battle 

• Engaging the Enemy 

• Winning the War 

• The Christian's Secret Weapon 

• The Ministry of Deliverance  


