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We’ll remember Sunday the fifteenth.  

It was graduation time for Tommie 

Kanclier.  After a long struggle, and a 

brave battle with health issues, she 

took the hand of Jesus and was soon 

being fitted for a new and glorious 

body.   

 

Then came Monday…the sixteenth.  

Goodbye wonderful Corey. It was un-

thinkable. 

 

Yet this is our plight…this intermin-

gling of tears, joyous and sorrowful.  It 

is the price we pay for loving each 

other.  We get to toss our hats in the 

air at the sight of young love having 

its way and, parading before us to the 

beat of romantic melodies.  And there 

is the glory of beholding a sweet in-

fant…a tiny little expression of young 

love and devotion.  And, too, we’ve 

come to expect that aged saints will 

drop this robe of flesh and ‘rise to 

seize the everlasting prize’.  We could 

see it coming. 

 

But it is the departure of a young wife 

and mother that has us staggering.  

And we…her forever friends…walk, 

as if in a dark stupor, scrambling to 

put our hands on something…

anything…to offer Chris  in terms of 

relief and consolation.  Yet our efforts 

seem all too puny…so absolutely inef-

fective.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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I’m guessing the moment will not 

soon slip from your memory.  Some-

body haltingly dialed your number, 

knowing you needed to hear...but 

dreading to tell you.  Lovely Corey 

had slipped from our grasp.  And 

Chris!  How will he bear up under the 

weight this hour…and the difficult 

days ahead?  You scoured your inade-

quate resources, longing for some-

thing…even a word…to be of help. 

You despaired the shortage.    You 

may have convulsed some at the 

thought of this family moving ahead…

without Corey.  There are no words 

for what you felt…or for the wave of 

emotions battering the dazed and 

swooning family. 

 

December had ended on such a happy 

note.  Vickie and Raul Villagomez had 

made the trek from Portland to Ash-

land, toting baby Alice, their joy.  

And, indeed, it was a delightful time.  

We met this sweet girl when she was a 

SOU honor student.  You loved her.  

We liked it that she fell for Raul.  

They were baptized here and married 

in our church too.  Now…a happy 

three-some! 

 

And January had hardly begun when 

the hoots and hollering of a dramatic 

wedding had the crowd noisily prais-

ing God for the obvious bliss and 

bright hope of a young couple getting 

hitched…in classic style.  Josue was in 

his white tuxedo jacket and tilted hat. 

Laura was truly stunning and classy. 
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39PLUS…CARD SHARKS AND BIBLE 

THUMPING  (PIC OF GROUP) 
First Wednesday Oh, this is a mixed bag…cards 

and Bibles.  Be prepared for snarling, hissing, and 

dirty looks.  These games of King’s Corners and Uno 

are played fiercely.  But then Jim leads us in a 

thoughtful study of God’s Word, and all is forgiven 

in time for Marie Hoffman’s peaceful lunch.  The 

door is open.  Come join the fun, plus Bible diving, 

and fine vittles.   Wednesday, February 1… 10 

(Games), 11 (Study) and 12 (Lunch). 

Marie lives at 61 N. Mountain Avenue. 

Newsletter Folding…February 29   We could buy a 

folding machine and finish the job in no time.  But 

then we’d miss all of the fun and fellowship that ac-

companies ‘folding day’.  A crew of our 39Plus folk 

make quick work of folding hundreds of our monthly 

newsletters, moving on to Bible study (led by Jim) 

before enjoying an always-good potluck.  Come join 

us for a great time, and bring a little something for 

the buffet.  Wednesday…February 29…10…

Fellowship Hall 

 

ROGUE RIDERS TO INVADE THE 

BEAR’S DEN 
Okay, so we like to eat.  But this is much more spir-

itual than mere variety dining.  We’re talking biblical 

feasting, right out of the Old Testament.  So get on 

board, folk!  On Wednesday, February 15, we’ll con-

gregate in the church parking lot at 10:30 and cara-

van/car pool to Medford’s Black Bear Restaurant on 

This is our lot…this mingling of light and dark, joy 

and sorrow, the bitter and the sweet.  So we trust that 

God will take our loved ones in his arms and do what 

we cannot.  For those left to treasure memories while 

fighting off faith-slaying thoughts, we pray for some 

shred of comfort and solace…even a small hand-

hold, perhaps one solid rock in this landslide of 

grief…a glimmer of hope in life’s longest, darkest 

night.  Yes, we can pray. And that is no small mat-

ter…no mere consolation prize.  We entrust a new 

child, an aging widower, a star struck couple…and 

now a huddling family…to the care of the only one 

who knows precisely how they feel and exactly what 

they need.  And we move into tomorrow knowing 

that a loving God is more than prepared to hold them 

close…and love them like we long to. 

(Continued from page 1) 

DEEP SADNESS…COREY MCDONALD  
It is with un-

speakable sorrow 

that we whisper…

beloved Corey 

has left us.  She 

passed away on 

Monday, January 

16, at the McDon-

ald home.  Corey 

was the wife of 

Chris and the 

mother of three 

lovely children…

Kacey, Kiley and 

Colton.  Our church family has been in a state of 

shock.  A memorial service was held at our church 

on Saturday, January 21, with our ladies providing a 

meal following the service.  God bless you, dear 

Chris and precious children.  We love you and long 

for a way to be of help.  The McDonalds live at 2702 

Eagle Creek DR, White City, Oregon  97503. 
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Barnett Avenue.  Want to join us over there instead 

of making the trip to Ashland?  See you at the BBR 

at about eleven.  Please give me a call if you plan to 

attend…890-3209.  Jim Larsen 

 

TOMMIE KANCLIER  

GRADUATES TO HEAVEN 
Tony had cared for his dear wife for so long.  Her 

final days had been spent at Linda Vista Care Cen-

ter in Ashland.  On Sunday, January 16, Tommie 

went to be with the Lord.  She was a retired public 

health nurse.  Gene Stringer, her tending Elder, 

proved up to the task of helping us honor and re-

member this good lady at a graveside service con-

ducted on Wednesday, January 25.  We salute hus-

band Tony for unfailing devotion to Tommie.  God 

bless you, Tony.  Tony lives at 1075 Bellview Ave-

nue, Ashland   97520. 

 

VICKIE AND RAUL…AND BABY! 

Our dear Vickie Son married gentleman Raul Villa 

Gomez…and now they have baby Alice.  It was 

great having this family in town recently.  Both 

Vickie and Raul were baptized in our church, and 

they were married here as well.  We thought you’d 

want to see a picture of these good folk. 

DELGADO-ROGERS WEDDING A 

HIT 
Imagine that…getting married at the Oregon Caba-

ret Theatre!  Josue and Laura did just that.  And it 

was dramatic, artistic, spiritual and beautiful.  Con-

gratulations to this dashing couple on their January 

7 affair.  Immediately after being pronounced hus-

band and wife, and before leaving the stage Josue 

and Laura did a bit of Salsa dancing.  The crowd 

was mesmerized by  the whole event.  The attend-

ants each took a bow before exiting. Whoohoo! 

 

DR. BOB AND LORI MARRIED 

Congratulations to Dr. Bob Harrison and his bride, 

Lori, on their marriage on January 14.  You’ll re-

member that Bob served as one of our elders, and is 

a history professor at SOU.  May God bless you 

two richly! 

 

JOYCE LAVELL BAPTIZED 
The angels surely 

joined with our con-

gregation in celebra-

tion of Joyce Eliza-

beth Lavell’s baptism 

into Christ on Sunday, 

January 8.  Joyce has 

been faithful in at-

tendance and her par-

ticipation in 39PLUS.  
(Continued on page 4) 
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MOUNTAIN VIEW MINISTRY…

TUESDAYS AT TWO 
A bunch of us are finding great satisfaction in con-

verging on Mountain View Retirement Living Center 

each Tuesday.  Three of our members are residents 

there…Marge Zuck,  Bobbie Ashby, and now Louise 

Bailey.  Mountain View has set us up in the special 

dining room, providing ice tea and coffee.  Come 

join us some Tuesday afternoon for Bible study, fel-

lowship, prayer, and light treats.   

 

JACKSON HOUSE  

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Jackson House is located in Talent, just around the 

corner from our home.  The appreciate residents of 

Jackson House love to study the Bible, take com-

munion and pray.  Each First and Third Sunday af-

ternoon I spend an hour with Wiley, Richard, Lu-

cille, Georgianna, Mary, Laura, Folker and Alice.  

Want to join me?  Hold a hand.  Smile.  Help open a 

Bible.  Listen.  Hug.  It’s all good.  Come on by.  

February 5 and 19…2 p.m.  Just show up with love 

in your heart.  Jim L 

 

SAINTS ALIVE…FEB 4   

(& BEYOND!) 
Bear with us, please.  Some of our jokes are a joke.  

Not all of our email ‘attachments’ sound as funny 

when read to the group as they seemed to us when 

we first opened them.  Laugh anyway, please…

please.  After all, the main reason for getting together 

is just that…getting together.  The food is plentiful 

and the price is right.  But the main draw is friends.  

That’s about it.  So drop in on February 4 at 9 a.m. at 

the Iron Skillet in Phoenix (Oregon!).   

 

The photo is of Joyce (and our pastor), taken at a re-

cent 39PLUS gathering at Marie Hoffman’s home. 

 

BUDGET GETS 100 % APPROVAL 
The announcement of a solid vote of approval is very 

encouraging.  Yet it is important to add that the 

budget committee did some serious trimming to 

bring the budget within range of our actual income 

and spending.  Take a look at the budget in the foyer 

and see the items which will be impacted in mid-

2012 unless income increases, including painful staff 

cuts.  Thanks to all who made commitments to  be 

faith in financial stewardship throughout the coming 

year. 

 

LOVING, HELPING HANDS   
Mel and Betty Tine Metcalf express sincere gratitude 

for your gifts of love as they struggle with Betty 

Tine’s health issues.  They have already made a trip  

to OHSU and will return to Portland again soon. This 

is such an expensive endeavor.  So, again, thanks to 

all who have been willing and able to stand by them 

in prayers and financial gifts given through the 

church. 

 

REAL MEN LOVE MONDAY 

 MORNINGS 
Our Monday group is 

split equally between 

those who attend 

CCOA and those who 

don’t.  So we are eager 

to bump into each oth-

er every week.  Darrel, 

Bill, Brian, Mel, Hal, 

Gene, Jerry, Jeff, Jos-

ue, James, Josh, Isaac 

(Brian and Cielo when 

in the country)…what 

a bunch! If you’d stand back and watch these guys 

you’d think they’re brothers.  And they are!  We’ve 

been studying and praying together for quite some 

time now.  The ‘eating’ is just a good excuse to gath-

er around the table.  If you’d like to connect up with 

some swell gents…look no further.  Mondays…The 

Old Farm House…Phoenix (Oregon!)…7:45 Break-

fast 

(Continued from page 3) 

Jeff Jones 
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BOOKS (AND A MOVIE) I CAN 

RECOMMEND…JIM LARSEN 
THE BIBLE 

Here’s an old one…maybe new to some of our news-

letter readers.  Our church library has a bunch of Bi-

bles, in plenty of versions.  You may find the Philips 

Version delightful for your devotion time.  A fairly 

new one is the New Living Translation.  It is easier 

reading than, say, the King James, but without loss 

of Holy Spirit punch.  If you don’t have the world’s 

most popular book please take one from a pew…for 

free.  Want to read God’s love letters to you? Here 

they are…66 of them…all packaged in one tome. 

 

THE COMPLETE IDIOT’S GUIDE TO THE BI-

BLE 

This is for real.  Dr. J. I. Packer, professor of theolo-

gy at Regent College says: This is the best guided 

tour of the Bible that is down-to-earth, chatty and 

evocative.  You will become hungry for God, and the 

Bible will yield up its deepest secrets to you. 

 

THE GOSPEL OF JOHN (The Movie) 

This is a powerful, epoch motion picture.  Check it 

out and view it with a friend.   Every single word 

comes from John’s gospel.  I found it to be quite 

amazing, bringing to life so many passages I’d not 

previously seen in the way the movie portrays.  

Check it out for a week or two. 

 

COUNTERFEIT GODS   Timothy Keller’s fine 

book will help you see the empty promises of Mon-

ey, Sex, and Power…and the Only Hope That Mat-

ters.  His other book, The Reason for God is likewise 

a marvelous piece of writing just waiting to course 

through you mind and heart. 

 

CAN MAN LIVE WITHOUT GOD?  This isn’t a 

new book, but it is well worth the read.  Ravi Zacha-

rias is a skilled and insightful writer and defender of 

the Christian faith.  You’ll not be disappointed.  It 

will help equip you for the good fight which we 

wage. 

 

MISSION SUNDAY…JANUARY 29 
We are all in for a treat.  On Sunday, January 29, re-

ports on four short-term mission trips will be  fea-

tured in the morning service.  The Larsens (Peru), 

Stringers (Austria), Josh Cox (Costa Rica   ), and the 

Garcias (Kenya) will make compact presentations of 

their recent involvement in global outreach ventures.  

Afterward the Mission Committee will meet in Fel-

lowship Hall…12:30 p.m. 

 

PAUL CREEL DAY…FEBRUARY 19  
Your Elders have plans to 

honor members of our church 

who have logged much time 

with this church and have im-

pacted us greatly.  We’ll 

launch this wonderful en-

deavor on February 19 with a 

time of tribute to our beloved 

Paul Creel.  Doyle Cornwell 

will host a portion of the Sun-

day service, focusing on this 

kind and generous man…

Paul.  A casual potluck will 

follow the service for those 

who’d like to bring their 

lunch and place it on the 

communal meal table.  This 

will provide time for getting 

to know members of Paul’s 

family who can stay for 

lunch.  Bring your own table 

service, please, since this is a 

‘no host’ event. 

 

MIDWEEK GATHERING IN NORTH 

MEDFORD   
Karen and I have invited some precious neighbors to 

a twice-monthly gathering at our home in Talent, 

starting in late February.  A new Home Group will 

start up in the north end of the Valley in February.  

The hosts of this First/Third group are Becky Belt 

(1st Wed), Mike and Laurie Royer (3rd Wed).  Sever-

al families have expressed interest in their neighbor-

hood gatherings.    The Medford folk will have their 

first meeting at the Royer’s home 2780 Cedar Links 

Drive, Medford, on Wednesday, February 15. The 

Autumn Ridge group launches at our home on 

Wednesday, February 22.  

 

WHAT DO YOU CALL IT? 
At Christian Church of Ashland we have been hav-

(Continued on page 6) 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
  

 1  - Velma Johnson 

12  - Jessica Witt 

13  - Jose Villalobos 

15  - Emily McKinney 

16  - William (Bill) Dooms 

19  - Dona Heath 

28  - Nathanael Rogers 

28  - Sean Rogers 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
  

14  - Jim & Velma Johnson 

  

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

ing “potluck” dinners following worship every third 

Sunday of the month.  This is about to change to a 

quarterly event (March, June, Sept, Dec).  But what 

is a potluck?  The way it has played out in our case 

requires a lot of planning and other arrangements for 

a few tired folks.  Is it possible to have a successful 

shared communal meal after worship without all the 

planning?  We will give it a try on the fifth Sunday 

of January in connection with some reports on recent 

mission trips by Jim/Karen and Gene/Janice.  There 

will also be a short meeting of the missions commit-

tee to discuss some special requests and maybe a few 

surprises.   

 

Perhaps the biggest surprise is what people will bring 

to share for the meal and who will choose to attend.  

Maybe everyone will bring the same thing!  Each 

will put their food on the table for all to share.  They 

will bring their own eating tools and take everything 

home with them when we are done.  Maybe we will 

brew some coffee and have hot water available.  But 

there will be no planning for the meal.  Now that is a 

do-it-yourself old-fashioned potluck.  Come and be 

surprised.  If it works as well as we hope this could 

become a new model for our “potluck” meals.   More 

later.  

 

FEBRUARY LADIES LUNCH BUNCH 
The Piece Corp ladies will be hosting the Lunch 

Bunch in February in the Fellowship Hall. The are 

still in the planning stages so be sure to watch the 

Sunday bulletin insert for the most current infor-

mation.   Brad 

 

THREE WAYS GOD ANSWERS 

PRAYERS 
1. Yes.  I think your request can be arranged. 

2. No.  I have something better in mind for you. 

Your request would only make things worse. 

3. Wait awhile. Some things take time and patience. 

Accept the promise that all things work together 

for good with those who love Me. 

  Check Romans 8:28 

    Author unknown 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Our second feature stars 
Spencer Tracy as a wrongly 
jailed man, thought to have 
died in a blaze started by a 
bloodthirsty lynch mob, but 
somehow alive, who  sets out 
to ensure his would-be exe-
cutioners meet the fate he 
miraculously escaped. 
MGM's 1936 "FURY," leg-
endary expatriate German 
director Fritz Lang's first American film, is a searing in-
dictment of mob justice, still timely today. Don't miss this 
landmark of social-conscience filmmaking. Tracy is sup-
ported in this feature by an all star cast, including Walter 
Brennan and Sylvia Sidney. 
 
Of course, nostalgic drive-in snack bar ads and vintage 
coming attraction previews will run between the movies 

and our reasonably priced snack 
bar will be open most of the even-
ing. 
 
Tell your friends and neighbors! 
The movies are FREE...but dona-
tions are gladly accepted. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Sunday School 

    10:30 AM  Discovery Club 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

Podcast available at: 

podcast.cc-ashland.org 
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The Phantom of Crestwood 

Fury 

AN OLD-DARK-HOUSE MYSTERY AND MOB VIO-
LENCE, OH MY!  
"Who killed Jenny Wren?," the question asked by a popu-
lar radio serial, was only answered in the 1932 RKO mo-
tion picture release "THE PHANTOM OF CREST-
WOOD." Join us Saturday evening FEBRUARY 18 at 
6:00 pm as the Christian Church of Ashland presents 

OLD TIME MOVIE NIGHT and 
see what happens when beau-
tiful Jenny Wren (Karen Mor-
ley) invites five of her former 
sweethearts to an isolated 
mansion on the California 
coast with blackmail in mind. 
Gary Curtis (Ricardo Cortez) 
trails her to recover incriminat-
ing letters for his boss only to 
discover...well...the radio lis-
tener had to wait for the movie 
and so will you. It's a first-rate 
old-dark-house whodunit...a 
solid mystery. 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 

http://podcast.cc-ashland.org

