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Volume 32, Issue 2 March/April  2016 

A bi-monthly Christian Church of Ashland publication 

Welcome to our bi-monthly newsletter of what’s happening at the Christian Church 

of Ashland on the corner of 2nd and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  We hope that you are 

able to come celebrate God’s love with us on a Sunday sometime.  If you aren’t able to 

attend a service, this newsletter will help you stay connected to the church with upcoming 

events and celebrations in the body.  However, this publication isn’t meant to replace fellow-

ship with the body so come join us as we worship God and if you can’t make it to a service 

and want to stay  connected in a bigger way, call us at the Church and request a visit from 

someone.  God bless you as you seek God in all you do! 

crossbeams 
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Promises, Promises, Promises… 
I was watching a news Special Report the other morning and our president 

was explaining a particular situation with great detail and how the United 

States was going to respond under his leadership.  Now, this isn’t about 

presidents or political matters, but I found it funny when my daughter (the 

cute one) asked when the presidential election was going to happen.  I 

knew why she was asking so I responded, “You want him off the T.V. so you 

can watch something else, huh?  He talks too much doesn’t he?” 
 

“Yes he does!”  She said with great vigor. 

 

I bring this up because campaigns are all the talk right now and that means 

that promises are being made left and right, figuratively and literally, and 

rarely do those promises become a reality.  There are people we know, and 

quite possibly we can point our fingers at ourselves, who make promises 

they/we can’t or won’t keep.  Kids learn at an early age that not everyone 

is trustworthy when it comes to promises. 

 

This is where God steps in to lead the way in a manner that surpasses a 

news Special Report or a friend’s promise that is empty: He guides us to 

the Promise Land.  In the Old Testament, God led His people from Egypt to 

the Promise Land and His promise is captured in a big way in that narrative.  

Today, God leads us to our Promise Land, a place where we can flourish in a 

relationship with Him, where we are free to worship Him as God.  This 

place doesn’t have to be a geographical location, it can be a symbolic time 

of your life or the end result of a long, arduous journey through a meta-

phorical desert.  Whatever the “place” is, the truth remains that God is call-

ing you to a relationship with Him where you can find joy in worshiping 

Him and thank Him for delivering on His promise to be with you through it 

all.  So the next time you hear a promise being made, remember the prom-

ise that is kept in God’s relationship with you. 
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Destruction of the temple 
One pervasive thread of the Old Testament is the recurring failure of the chosen people to 

hold to their promise of keeping The Law--especially that they should have no other gods 

before Jehovah.  Time and again prophets warned them of their disobedience but they 

were largely ignored.  One consequence was the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. 

And then he plundered The Temple of everything valuable, cleaned it out completely; he 
emptied the treasuries of The Temple of God, the treasuries of the king and his officials, and 
hauled it all, people and possessions, off to Babylon. He burned The Temple of God to the 
ground, knocked down the wall of Jerusalem, and set fire to all the buildings--everything val-
uable was burned up. (2Ch 36:18-19) 
The temple was the connecting point between God and his people under the Old Covenant.  

That connection was changed forever by Messiah. 

Jesus answered, "Tear down this Temple and in three days I'll put it back together." They 
were indignant: "It took forty-six years to build this Temple, and you're going to rebuild it in 
three days?" But Jesus was talking about his body as the Temple. Later, after he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered he had said this. They then put two and two to-
gether and believed both what was written in Scripture and what Jesus had said. (Joh 2:19-
22) 
After this occurred a new dynamic between God and man was set in place.  Now God dwells 

within—IN OUR HEARTS (Jer 31:31-34).  Paul explained the new relationship. 

Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone 
destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that tem-
ple.  (1Co 3:16-17) 
We often mar and deface this temple replacing the reflection of God’s grace with our dis-

grace.  Is there a connection here?  If disobedience by his people brought destruction to the 

original temple in Jerusalem should it not also produce the same consequence to God’s 

temple today?   

Thinking more deeply, is there any hope for those who are in process of destroying God’s 

temple today?  Our hope is in the transaction that occurred on the cross.  There Jesus 

offered his own purity as a totally adequate substitute for the price and penalty of our im-

purity.  It is God’s gift to us.  While the sacrificial gift was offered “once and for all” we are 

continually in need of availing ourselves of the ongoing offer of forgiveness.  It is God’s mer-

cy and grace at work in our lives that makes it possible for us to avoid destruction.  

There is one condition placed on this forgiveness which you will find it in the Lord’s Prayer 

that he taught his disciples (Mat 6:9-15).  Say it again slowly to yourself and see if you see it: 

If you forgive, God will also forgive you.  Now do it. 

Yours for avoiding destruction, 

Gene 
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March 
 
03 -  Karen Larsen 
26 -  Irma Potter  
27 -  Brad Fish 
30 -  Charity Gosswiller 

 

April  
 
02 -  Jim Larsen 
05 -  Cindy Page 
07 -  Doyle Cornwell  
11 -  Gwen Jarrell 
     April Macauley 
18 -  Colleen Keener 
21 -  James Christie 
          Mel Metcalf 
22 -  Rose Christie 
          David Keener 
23 -  Mikaela Buckley 
25 -  Chris McDondald 
28 -  Doug Fenning 
29 -  Tom Killian 

March  
14 - Jerry & Janie Moore 

17 -  Neil & Lesslea Gosswiller 

 

April 
05 - Brad & Ava Fish 

16 - Doug & Nyla Fenning 

Join us on Easter Sunday, 

March 27th at 10:000 am for a  

Heavenly breakfast  

followed by an inspirational 

Easter worship celebration! 
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Calendar of Events 

Sunday 

9:30am    Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

10:45am   Worship Celebration 

 11:15am   Jr. Worship Age Kindergar-
ten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd 
Floor) 

 Feel free to bring the kids to worship 
in the Sanctuary. They are dismissed 
before Communion to go upstairs for 
a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate 
and fun.   

Monday 

9:00am   Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to 
eat and go through a study from Sam 
Stone in the Lookout Magazine.  Sor-
ry ladies, only guys allowed to this 
one. 

Tuesday 

9:30am   Piece Corps, Fellowship  Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt 
with the faithful few who provide 
quilts for those of us who get cold 
during the winter.  At the very least, 
grab a cup of coffee and chat for a 
while.   

Wednesday 

9:30am   Adult Bible Study, Church Library 

 This study uses a variety of resources 
to help us  learn how to spread the 
Good word and learn more about our 
relationship with God. Please note—
we do not meet on Newsletter folding 
Wednesday. 

 

Weekly Events 

 
 

 

Sat. 3/5 
SAINTS ALIVE  

BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet 

(Phoenix)  

 

 

Sun. 3/13  
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —

Fellowship Hall  

 
 

 Sun. 3/20 
PALM SUNDAY 

POTLUCK  

Fellowship Hall 

After service 

 

 

Sun. 3/27  
EASTER SUNDAY 

BREAKFAST and  

SERVICE 

10am— Sanctuary 

 

 

  

 

Sat. 4/2 
SAINTS ALIVE  

BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet 

(Phoenix)  

 

 

Sun. 4/10 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —

Fellowship Hall  

 

 

Sun. 4/24 
ANNUAL MEETING 

After service in Sanc-

tuary 

 

 

Sun. 4/24 
ANNUAL BIRTHDAY 

POTLUCK 

Fellowship Hall after 

ANNUAL MEETING 

 

 

 

Wed. 4/27 
NEWSLETTER  

FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship 

Hall 
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Joel, Eunjung,  
Hanna, & Joseph 
will be in our area 
in July. They 
would LOVE to  
visit with you 
while they’re 
here. If you would 
like to plan a time 
to see them 
please call Lynda 
at the CCofA 
office! 

Our Mission  

Support in  
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Men Alive 
For around 15 years Monday morning has been the time for 

our group to gather.  Originally we met at Sissy’s restaurant 

in Phoenix with a small group of guys from CCoA including 

Mel Metcalf, Gene Stringer and anyone else who could 

make it around 7:30 am.  We easily fit into one booth.  In 

time we grew and before long had 10-12 sitting around 

three tables pushed together.  Many of those guys had no 

other fellowship except Monday mornings with Men Alive.  

Often group members would visit other regular patrons and 

over time got to know them and pray for their needs.  

Changes in ownership and hours of opening forced us to 

relocate to the current Iron Skillet venue.  Some regulars passed away and those that remained liked a later starting time 

so we changed to 9am for the study/discussion.  It is now a small group but this means we have gotten to know each  

other quite well.  The lesson comes from The Lookout Magazine but the discussion comes from the hearts of men who 

have walked with the Lord for many years.  It is a time of real sharing,  

mutual learning and prayer.  If you would like to get on the mailing list to receive study materials by email check with 

Gene Stringer.  If you like what you see come join us.   Occasionally we have nearby patrons or the waitresses join the 

discussion as they hear what we are talking about.  You would always be welcomed. 

Happy Birthday  

Christian Church of 

Ashland!! 
Join our birthday celebration  

Sunday, April 24th 
Service at 10:45 am 

Potluck following service  
 

Great food, birthday cake, special music 
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318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Pastor: Daniel Buckley 
Office Phone: 541-482-1561 

Office Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Office Hours: M-F, 10am-1pm 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

 

“We love God and live out the Gospel” 

 

«ADDRESSBLOCK» 

Sunday Service Schedule 

 
     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:15 AM  Jr. Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

Reader’s Corner 
     

 
 The Master's Plan is  Stephany Tullis’ debut novel, and what a  

novel it is! It is a realistic but warm and inspirational story of a woman’s 

struggle to find her purpose in life. The story is written with a touch of  

humor and a solid backdrop of both public service and church 'politics'! 

Snappy dialogue, interesting yet realistic plot twists, and strong likable 

characters who have an opinion about everything make this a fun to read 

and thought-provoking novel. One can’t help but find themselves as one of 

the characters in this book. 

This is a thoroughly enjoyable tale of the struggle to do the right thing in 
the face of day-to-day challenges to figure out what “right” is. Sometimes 

humorous, sometimes sad and distressing, there is always a sincerity and tenderness that 
urges the reader forward.  
These people are real, making real mistakes and receiving (and giving) real forgiveness. I 
highly recommend this book to anyone who loves great fiction and a great message! 
 
Review by Lynda Bell 


