
Gospel of  Mark  

By Pastor Daniel Buckley 

For the next couple of months, 

the Stringers are serving at 

Haus Edelweiss in Austria as a 

part of TCMII (one of the mis-

sions CCoA supports).  While 

they are serving in another part 

of the world, I will be filling in 

for Gene in a couple of ways 

here at the Church.  First, I will 

be teaching his Sunday School 

class at 9:30am on Sunday 

mornings.  Second, I will be 

leading the Men Alive group at 

9:00am Monday mornings that 

meets at the Iron Skillet in 

Phoenix.   

I would like to take this time, 

however, to elaborate on my 

intentions for the Sunday 

School class because it will be 

different than the current 

course Gene was teaching.  My 

focus for the next 8 Sundays is 

the Gospel of Mark.  When I am 

asked what my favorite book of 

the Bible is, my first answer is 

Daniel—probably due to my 

pride and vanity.  But when I 

put thought to the question, 

my answer always comes back 

to the Gospel of Mark.  You 

might be thinking right now 

that this strange for a number 

of reasons, but allow me to 

shed some light on this tremen-

dous source of literature and 

faith that has stood the test of 

time and continues to impact 

communities around the world 

with the great message of the 

Gospel. 

The Gospel of Mark is one of 

the three synoptic Gospels 

(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and 

it shares with the other two like 

Gospels most of its encounters 

and vision of Jesus’ ministry 

and crucifixion that alter the 

course of humanity forever and 

draw us closer to a loving God 

that cares deeply for every 

man, woman, and child.  The 

reason for my admiration for 

this account is in its unique 

style of writing and the result 

of such a story in the mind of a 

believer and non-believer.  This 

Gospel writer is succinct in an-

ecdotes and explanations of 

theology throughout the book.  

It begins in an abrupt form that 

states it is “The beginning of 

the good news about Jesus the 

Messiah, the Son of God.”  

Much of the Gospel spends 

little time with few words expli-

cating the motives of “the Mes-

siah” as Jesus moves from one 

place to the next.  The brevity 

points us to Jesus’ actions with 

sincerity and focus, noticing 

that we start to fill in the sur-

roundings and motivations in 

our own hearts as we move 

from one place to the next with 

Jesus.  Then, at one point in the 

narrative we follow Jesus on his 

way to Jerusalem, demon-

strating his intention to make 

His life and ministry a journey 

to the cross.  The pinnacle of 
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Mark 16:1-8 (the original conclusion) 
 16When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go 

to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they 
asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, 
they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the 
place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, 
just as he told you.’” 

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were 

afraid. 

the Gospel, however, is at the 

original conclusion or what 

scholars believe to be the 

original conclusion to the ac-

count.  The conclusion leaves 

the reader with suspense 

about “The Messiah” who 

died and the tomb is empty.  

At first glance, especially as 

an American, we want to 

know the end and have a 

great story to tell about a sav-

ior who is risen that has been 

seen, but the Markan author 

does something contrary to 

our desire.  We are left know-

ing that the tomb is empty 

and because we have been 

invited into the story, we are 

now invited to believe in a 

God that conquers death and 

to tell everyone we know that 

this God is a real deal.  We 

are invited to act as an ob-

server of the truth that the 

sacrificial lamb was victorious 

over the realm of death and 

creates a path that we can 

now take to God through His 

lead.   

This Sunday School series will 

be fun, to say the least, as we 

explore the specifics of the 

story and jump into a narra-

tive that welcomes us to an-

swer God’s call to spread the 

good news of Jesus as His fol-

lowers on the road to glory. 

Please pray for this class to go 

well and that God’s light will 

shine through the teachings 

of the New Testament so we 

can discover more about our 

loving savior we admire and 

love so much. 
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Just Finished 
 

A study through Nehemiah: your life 

and the Church in progress with God. 

 

“Let us start rebuilding.” So they  

began this good work. 

  Nehemiah 2:18b 

What the wall is… 
 

 Security for our faith 

 A safe haven for God’s work 

 A place for souls that long for God’s love 

 Unity for people on the path to God 

 A plan for spreading God’s love in this world 

 A gathering of imperfect people clinging onto 

God’s grip of love, people who desire to move 

closer to God each day 

What the wall is not… 
 

 A wall to keep people out of the Church 

 A wall to keep people in the Church 

Pastor Daniel built the wall and it is done.  The wall was fun to build and there were 

many illustrations that came about due to the work put in, but the real benefit came on 

March 22nd when the wall transformed to the “Wailing Wall” in Jerusalem.  Everyone in 

attendance was invited to write a prayer on a piece of paper and then come up to the 

wall to place the prayer on the wall to symbolize our connection to God and desire to be 

closer to Him.  Keep building your faith in this world, knowing that you have the support 

of a loving God and others in the faith. 



Not long ago someone asked me this question as we were discussing church membership.  It is a 

question that can be answered with a yes or no response.  But somehow that did not seem to be the 

way to respond with gentleness and respect.  Currently we are studying the subject of Apologetics 

and 1 Peter 3:15 in the adult Sunday school class.  We have found that Jesus was often asked ques-

tions that could be answered yes or no but usually responded with a question instead.  What are 

some questions we might ask in response to the title above? 

 

WHAT DID JESUS DO?  In Matthew 3:13-17 we read the account of Jesus coming to John the Baptist 

for the purpose of being baptized.  Curiously, he persuaded John to do this with the phrase, “it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  For some reason the sinless Son of God perceived that bap-

tism was fitting in order to fulfill all righteousness.  Why?  Here is something to ponder! 

 

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN THE CHURCH WAS FIRST ESTABLISHED?  In Acts 2 Peter is preaching to the 

crowd in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.  At the end of his sermon they were shaken by his 

words and respond from their hearts asking what shall we do.  Peter answered them in Acts 2:38.  

The writer, Luke, goes on to describe what happened next in Acts 2:41.  “So those who received his 

word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”  This pattern is 

repeated often in the book of Acts, the story of the beginnings of the church.  Believe, Repent, Bap-

tized.  All part of becoming a church member. 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?  If you are uninformed about the teachings of scripture it is likely you are not 

yet ready to make a personal decision in response to the question.  If you are informed and chose 

not to follow the example set in scripture then you are not ready to become a Christian.  Hopefully 

some reflection and self-study will soon provide your own answer to the question and the courage to 

act on that knowledge.  Then you will be ready to begin the rest of the journey with Christ and meet 

the challenges that go with it.   

 

WHY NOT NOW?  Is there any real reason to wait if you have done the study and know what you 

need to do?  We are here to help, on the corner of 2nd and B Streets in Ashland, OR.  Drop by and say 

Jesus sent me to fulfill all righteousness.   

Gene Stringer 

Do I need to be baptized? 
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Expanding Ministries at CCoA 

The Purpose of the Ministries at CCoA 

CCoA exists to carry out the Great Commission of the Lord Jesus Christ as revealed in the New Testament (Matthew 28:18

-20; Mark 16:15-16) and develop mature Christians by continuing steadfastly in the Apostles’ teaching, fellowship, the 

breaking of bread, and prayer (Acts 2:42).  All of our ministries are the Church’s attempt at serving the Kingdom of God 

by putting to action the above purposes in practical ways.  Every ministry and member in each ministry spends time in 

prayer to ensure God’s will is being done.  As Ashland’s demographics and landscape changes in this new millennium, 

CCoA is mindful of how these ministries will adapt to the changing physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of the “locals” 

and people “on their way” in life.  As these ministries adapt, pray for them and the people God is calling to them, and 

then check your heart to hear if God is calling you to serve in one of the following ways. 

Worship Ministry 

Our Worship Team provides a meaningful worship experience each Sunday, drawing the congregation into a time of 

praise and worship to God.  They practice once a week with dedication and bathe the experience in prayer. 

Discipleship (Christian Education) Ministry 

Discipleship begins when a visitor arrives and participates in the worship service, and it continues through Bible Studies, 

Sunday School classes, and other spiritual gatherings throughout the year.  The Discipleship Ministry’s goal is to help indi-

viduals grow closer to God through a deepening daily understanding of a life of faith. 

Seniors Ministry 

Some say that Ashland is “graying”—that only points to the collective wisdom of some great people in our midst.  Our 

Seniors at CCoA enjoy fellowship and support as life continues to change in the years of retirement. 

Building and Grounds Ministry 

We are blessed at CCoA to have a building and grounds that have been passed down to us from previous members.  Our 

goal with the Building and Grounds Ministry is to maintain and update facilities to maximize the facility use for ministries 

that introduce people to God and further their relationship with Him. 

Outreach Ministry 

The Outreach Ministry is a ministry in the works.  Our goal is to have a team that assesses the needs of the community 

and helps the Church align its ministries to help meet those needs.  We are blessed with resources to help the communi-

ty and we want to put those resources to work. 

Pastoral Ministry 

Pastor Daniel is available with the Elders to perform the duties of clergy.  They are available, more importantly, to pray 

with anyone, anywhere, for anything—all you need to do is ask. 
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Calendar of Events 
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Friday, April 3 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

12pm at Ashland Christian Fellowship 

Pastor Daniel will be speaking 

 

Saturday, April 4 

SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

It’s time for a another great breakfast gathering 

at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. Bring a joke or fun-

ny story and a friend.  

 

LADIES’ PRAYER WALK 

8:30am –Meet at the U.S. Cellular parking lot in 

Medford and break into prayers as you walk 

and pray. 

 

Sunday, April 5 
EASTER SERVICE 

10:45 am –Come celebrate the Risen Savior 

with us through special music and the  

blossoming of the “Flowering Cross”.  Bring a 

friend and a flower. 
 

Sunday, April 12 

BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Following the Service  

 

Friday, April 17 

THE CLEARING 

6:00 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Young Families are invited to a gathering as we 

share God and a meal.  Childcare is provided.   

 

Sunday, 19 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Following the service –Celebrate another year 

of Church ministry and mission as all members 

are invited to attend and look forward to the  

leadership for the next year of God’s service in 

this community. 

MONTHLY POTLUCK 

Fellowship Hall 

Following the Annual Meeting we come togeth-

er and enjoy some great food with a fun theme. 
 

Wednesday, April 29 

NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 

Come and join a group that folds newsletters 

and then enjoys a lunch together. 



Celebrations!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April Birthdays 
  5  - Cindy Page 
  7  - Doyle Cornwell 

11  - April Macauley 

11  - Gwen Jarrell 

14  - Emily Rogers 

15  - Daniel Wing 

18  - Colleen Keener 

21  - James Christie 

21  - Mel Metcalf 

22  - Rose Christie 

22  - David Keener 

23  - Mikaela Buckley 

25  - Chris McDonald 

28  - Doug Fenning 

29  - Amanda Ford 

29  - Thomas Killian 

 

 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries 
 
  5  - Brad and Ava Fish 

16  - Nyla and Doug Fenning 
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Sunday 

9:30am Adult Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 Children’s Sunday School 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

11:00am— Jr. Worship Age Kindergarten– 5th 
grade (Upstairs) 

 

Monday 

9:00am Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Thursday 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Study at the Buckley’s 
home 

Weekly Events 

Women's Bible Study 
 
Charity is hosting a Women’s  Bible 
Study at the Buckley home in Talent 
on Thursday nights 7pm. 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

 
     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:00 AM  Jr. Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

Here is a list of missionaries that we support as a church body in response to our com-

mitment to connect to the world and have others connect to God, For more infor-

mation go to Missions under How to Connect at www.cc-ashland.org. 

TCM International Institute - Equipping Leaders for Significant Service in Europe, Cen-

tral Asia, and the Middle East 

IberoAmerican Ministries - To plant churches and provide humanitarian services re-
sulting in people movements that reveal God’s glory among the nations. 

Pioneers - Pioneers mobilizes teams to glorify God among unreached peoples by initi-
ating church-planting movements in partnership with local churches. 

Share - Share International (SI) is an Evangelical Mission agency established for the pur-

pose of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ and our very lives by: 1) Reaching and 

Planting churches among people-groups where Christ is not known. 2) Challenging, 

training, and equipping new leaders to reach the surrounding communities. 

http://www.tcmi.org/
http://www.iamweb.org/
http://pioneers.org/
http://shareint.net/

