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Volume 32, Issue 4 July/August 2016 

A bi-monthly Christian Church of Ashland publication 

Welcome to our bi-monthly newsletter of what’s happening at the Christian Church 

of Ashland on the corner of 2nd and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  We hope that you are 

able to come celebrate God’s love with us on a Sunday sometime.  If you aren’t able to 

attend a service, this newsletter will help you stay connected to the church with upcoming 

events and celebrations in the body.  However, this publication isn’t meant to replace fellow-

ship with the body so come join us as we worship God and if you can’t make it to a service 

and want to stay  connected in a bigger way, call us at the Church and request a visit from 

someone.  God bless you as you seek God in all you do! 

crossbeams 

MOLD CLEANING PARTIES 

JULY 30TH AT AND AUGUST  6TH 

9:00 AM—2:00PM 

LUNCH PROVIIDED 

 

Tired of itchy, watery eyes? Drippy nose? Sneezes and wheezes every time you come to church? 

Then come help clean out rooms, clean walls, prime, paint, etc. so we can destroy existing mold and 

prevent new growth. A great time to see friends, provide  

necessary improvements to our building and lend a helping hand. An added plus is dry eyes , nose  

and lungs. 
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Pastor’s Page  

23Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for hu-
man masters, 24 since you know that you 
will receive an inheritance from the Lord 
as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving.  
 
Recently, an American attitude has sur-
faced toward mandatory effort at home, in 
the workplace, and in education: work if it 
is necessary and make that effort so you 
can be rewarded instantly.  This is a result 
of the instant gratifications through tech-
nology and our economic system.  Stu-
dents, for example, are bribed by teachers 
and administrators in order to get them to 
do their assignments.  Children, as well, 
are given advances on allowances or are 
allowed to play games in order to “keep 
the peace” in the house in lieu of their 
household chores and responsibilities.   
Bosses are told to engage in good leader-
ship tactics that provide many rewards to 
boost morale and keep workers focused on 
their tasks.  This attitude and resulting 
work ethic is a change in our society and 
culture and it leaves us wondering, “What 
will happen with the next generation?” 
 
Instead of asking this question about the 
next generation, and then attempting to an-
swer it with a shot in the dark, maybe we 
should try to make our individual families, 
schools, and workplaces our places of in-
fluence where we instill the biblical princi-
ple stated by the Apostle Paul in Colos-
sians 3:23-24.  Our reward system is dif-
ferent because we serve an eternal Lord 
and Master of everything.  The road to this 
type of an influence can be shaken along 

the way by how much freedom we have in 
America.  Sometimes freedom confuses 
our personal responsibilities because we 
have the freedom to choose our careers, 
spouses, and places to live.  However free 
we are to live in America, we are still to 
work with an ethic that proves our dedica-
tion to our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.  
Therefore, you work hard in school be-
cause your teacher is your representation 
of the Lord in this way: you show Jesus 
that you would follow him by how well 
you follow your teacher’s instructions, you 
give your best.  This type of mind shift, 
within American freedom, from the pre-
vailing American attitude is subtle in its 
impact culturally in that it might not help 
us answer the above question, but the mind 
shift will help us remember our larger fo-
cus and who we actually serve.  Then we 
will see the payoff when a moral or ethical 
fogginess arises in a decision ahead of us 
in the workplace and we choose to take the 
high road and work hard instead of taking 
a shortcut that could make us lots of mon-
ey or a promotion on the back of someone 
else.  Remember that we work hard be-
cause we are serving the Lord, not because 
we are trying to get ahead. 
 
So the next time someone asks the ques-
tion, “What will happen with the next gen-
eration?” you answer them by declaring 
what Joshua declared in the Old Testament, 
“As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.”  If this confuses them, tell them 
that the next generation is another oppor-
tunity for Christians to work hard in their 
service to the Kingdom of Heaven regard-
less of how the world turns. 

Colossians 3:23-24 
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Our Mission  

Support in  

Joel, Eunjung, Hanna, &  

Jo-Jo will be in our area on 

July 16th-24th. They would 

LOVE to visit with you while 

they’re here. If you would 

like to schedule a visit 

please call Gene Stringer at 

541-512-2856 as they will 

be staying with the  

Stringers during their visit. 

Wi-ne-ma Christian camp schedule 
 

1st Junior Camp    june 20-25 

2nd Junior camp    june 26-july 2 

3rd Junior Camp    July 3-9 

1st Jr High Camp    July 10-16 

1st High School Camp   July 17-23 

First Chance Camp   July 24-27 

Wee of Missions    July 31-Augst 5 

2nd High School Camp  August 7-13 

2nd Jr High Camp   August 14-20 

Wi-Ne-Ma Family Camp  Sept 2-5 (Labor Day Wkend) 

Septemberfest    Sept 12-15 

Friends of Wi-Ne-Ma Day  Sept 17 
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   July 
 

11 -  Delanee McDaniel 
21 -  Lisa Villalobos 
22 -  Ronald Fuller 
23 -  Jean Dooms 
29 -  James McDaniel 

 

   August 
 

13 -  Paul Creel 
14 -  Mia Jo Marlia-Larsen 
19 -  Jennie Olsen 
         Maryanne Rossini   
21 -  Cielo Marlia-Larsen 
31 -  Katie Vermillion 

 
 

                     July  
 

14 - Daniel & Charity Buckley 
 

   August 
 

18 - Ted & Kay Killian 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  

& OFFICERS 
May 1, 2016-April 30, 2017 

 
Pastor:  

Daniel Buckley 

Trustees: 

 Doyle Cornwell 

 Ted Killian 

 Ed Macauley 

Elders:  

Doyle Cornwell 

 Brad Fish 

Deacons: 

 Jerry Moore 

Irma Potter 

Janice Stringer* (Secretary) 

 John Vermillion* (Vice-Chair) 

Treasurer: 

 Brad Fish* (Treasurer) 

Mission Ministry Chair: 

 Brian Marlia-Larsen 

Vision Ministry Chair: 

 Lynda Bell* (Chair) 

Benevolence Ministry Chair: 

 Betty Lillibridge 
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Calendar of Events 

 

Sunday 

9:30am    Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

10:45am   Worship Celebration 

 11:15am   Jr. Worship Age Kinder-
garten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 
2nd Floor) 

 Feel free to bring the kids to wor-
ship in the Sanctuary. They are dis-
missed before Communion to go 
upstairs for a Bible lesson that’s age 
appropriate and fun.   

Tuesday 

9:30am   Piece Corps, Fellowship  Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt 
with the faithful few who provide 
quilts for those of us who get cold 
during the winter.  At the very least, 
grab a cup of coffee and chat for a 
while.   

Wednesday 

9:30am   Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

 This study uses a variety of re-
sources to help us  learn how to 
spread the Good word and learn 
more about our relationship with 
God. Please note—we do not meet 
on Newsletter folding Wednesday. 

Saturday 

9:00am   Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to 
eat and go through a study from 
Sam Stone in the Lookout Maga-
zine.  Sorry ladies, only guys al-
lowed to this one. 

Weekly Events 
 

Sat. 7/2 
SAINTS ALIVE  

BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet 

(Phoenix)  
 

Sun. 7/10 
BREAKFAST 

10:00 AM 

 

Sun. 7/10 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —

Fellowship Hall  

 

Mon-Fri.  

7/11-15 
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 

Ashland Christian 

Fellowship 

9am-noon 

 

16th—24th 
JOEL & EUNJUNG 

VISIT 

Let Gene know if you 

would like to visit 

with them! 

 

 Sun. 7/24 
POTLUCK  

Fellowship Hall 

After service 

 

July 30th & 

Aug. 6th 
MOLD CLEANING 

PARTIES 

9:00am-2:00pm 

LUNCH PROVIDED 

 

Sun. 7/31 
MISSION SUNDAY 

10:45— Sanctuary 

 

Sat. 8/6 
SAINTS ALIVE  

BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet 

(Phoenix)  

 

Sun. 8/14 
BREAKFAST 

10:00 am  
 

Sun. 8/14 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —

Fellowship Hall  

 

Sun. 8/28 

POTLUCK 

Fellowship Hall  

After service 

 

Wed. 8/31 
NEWSLETTER  

FOLDING 

10:00am—

Fellowship Hall 
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OH WHAT A BEAUTIFUL TREE! 

 
If you were a betting person you’d probably not have wagered much on the success of 

that enterprise which launched 2000 years ago. It seemed underfunded and possessing 

less than modest assets.  Its founder died a criminal’s death.  The ‘board of directors’ was 

a ragtag group who, on more than one occasion, questioned the viability of the whole en-

deavor.  So when Jesus told folk that ‘the Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed’ (Matthew 13:31) he painted an accurate picture of the meek roots of what would 

become a mighty tree.  Although the Kingdom sprang from Palestine, the official leaders 

of the main religion there not only refused to endorse the church, it sought to snuff it out.  

Such snuffing actually served to speed up the spread of the blessed family of God.  

  

The main promises which Jesus made about the welfare of would-be followers was that 

they should expect to suffer greatly for tagging along with him.  He warned that people 

would genuinely think they were doing God a service by killing them off.  Such dark state-

ments hardly slowed the growth of that little ‘plant’, the church.  Within a few centuries 

the cross would replace the eagle as the icon of the Roman Empire.  The gospel would 

sweep through southern and then northern Europe.  It would leap across the Atlantic in 

the hearts of those who sailed to this land.  Down into the Southern Hemisphere this 

great vine of God’s would spread.  The humble mustard seed-sized organism would con-

quer the hearts of people of every color, language and culture.  Indeed, birds (dirty birds 

like me) would find this mighty vine to be a place to nest, harbor and be fortified. 

 

From the other end of history the predictions of God’s plant growing into the ‘largest of 

garden plants and (eventually) a tree’ (Matthew 13:32) must have seemed a bit of hyper-

bole…an intentional exaggeration.  But, rather, it was a huge understatement.  No other 

group has endured (and exploded in size) like the precious family of God.  John the revela-

tor would celebrate his vision of heaven holding innumerable souls from every corner of 

the planet.  And when the dust settles we are told that the tree of God will be standing 

when all else is just that…dust.  And the birds, folk like you and I, will be unruffled by the 

firestorm which will melt the elements all around us. 

 

Perhaps those who heard this parable brushed it aside, considering the way Jesus was 

first pestered and later persecuted.  But from our place in time and space, we see how his 

prophecy unfolded (and continues to unfold) every single day.  Can you picture it, friend…

heaven’s mighty vine, covering the planet?  What a beautiful and fruitful wonder it has 

become.  
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Tending the Vines 
 

Every morning he would tend his vines; it was something he did everyday. Some 
days he would find the vines growing peacefully, maturing the way they should. 
Other days, the vines would be jumbled up, some falling away from the main line 
or dry from not enough nourishment. 

Today, the middle of July, he was once again checking out the vines. This morning 
he found some startling changes and he knew that something unusual had hap-
pened. 

The first row of vines looked good, almost perfect. The second row looked well but 
a bit stressed. It was the third row of vines that caught and held his attention, for 
they were dry, withered and on the verge of dying. He had to do something soon or 
the vines in row three would be lost forever. 

As he made his preparations of water, cords and careful handling, he recalled the 
day when he planted all the rows of vines. Each row started out the same, careful 
planting, careful watering and watching and a prayer for each one that it would 
grow healthy, strong and able to withstand all kinds of weather conditions. 

Why is it, he thought, that some of the vines did well all of the time, while others 
needed constant attention and tending to? It was almost like people, he thought. 
Some people do well, no matter what, while others seemed to need constant atten-
tion, approval and help. 

Maybe the troubled vines in row three were like that because they, like some peo-
ple, “chose” to go their own way instead of relying on a help from a higher power? 

He thought more about this and the more he mulled it over in his mind, he came to 
the conclusion that it wasn’t his fault if some of the vines didn’t work out well. 
Maybe it happened simply because of “time, chance and circumstance.” 

Still he cared for all of the vines. He decided to stay still for awhile and pray for 
those vines that were stubborn and wanted to go their own way. 

He prayed, 

“Dear Lord, please help me to be patient with the vines that are often troubled and 
sick; for I know you want them to do well and to be healthy. Maybe they just need 
a little more guidance. Help me to be more attentive to them and help them to 
know how much good you want for them.  Thank you, Father; for you always un-
derstand.” 
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318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Pastor: Daniel Buckley 
Office Phone: 541-482-1561 

Office Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Office Hours: T-R 9:00am - 1:00pm 

                         Fri 9:00am - noon 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

“We love God and live out the Gospel” 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

 
     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:15 AM  Jr. Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

Reader’s Corner 
     

 
Joe Rigney, The Things of Earth: Treasuring God by Enjoy-

ing His Gifts (Crossway). How do we enjoy God’s gifts 

rightly? In other words, how do we enjoy our gifts in order 

to enjoy God more? And how do we avoid making gifts and 

experiences into idols? These are age-old questions, and 

questions that often get a muted or unsatisfying answer in 

the Reformed heritage. Joe Rigney has stepped in to help 

us reconcile what appear to be competing themes in Scripture: between en-

joying created gifts and enjoying God alone, apart from any gifts. This is the 

best theology of God’s gifts I have read, a true gem that ushers the reader into 

greater God-centered delight. • Honorable mention on celebrating God in our 

gifts: Jared Wilson’s The Story of Everything.  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/1433544733?tag=desigod06-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1433544733?tag=desigod06-20
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1433544571?tag=desigod06-20

