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Church – Ekklesia, assembly 

Matthew 16:18 – the gathering is for those who confess that 

Jesus is the son of God and in the gathering, the gathered are 

awakened into life out of spiritual death 

1. Gathering that confesses that Jesus is the Son of God 

Matthew 18:16-20 – the gathering should show growth in the 

liveliness of the gathered and death is to be despised while 

Jesus is present.  The following story is about the unmerciful 

servant when Jesus points out to Peter how much forgiveness 

is needed for someone who wrongs you so you can be a 

resident in the kingdom of heaven. 

2. Gathering that grows followers in love and forgiveness 

3. For God, not us 

“The Church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for the 

saints.” 

“Pascal’s Wager 2.0” by Gary Gutting of New York Times on 

September 28, 2015 
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‘I propose to reformulate Pascal’s wager as urging those who 

doubt God’s existence to embrace a doubt of desire rather 

than a doubt of indifference. This means, first, that they 

should hope — and therefore desire — that they might find a 

higher meaning and value to their existence by making contact 

with a beneficent power beyond the natural world. There’s no 

need to further specify the nature of this power in terms, 

say, of the teachings of a particular religion.’ 

Pros  

 There is a search for God 

 People who doubt are urged to follow their curiosity 

Cons 

 The Church is taken out of the equation because it is 

religion and oppression—it is compared to a slave ship or 

government with a dictatorship 

 The truth of the Gospel becomes relative to what 

individuals want rather than what is good for mankind 
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Illustration: A young man lives in a broken home and notices 

that some from the Church down the street have a better life 

than he does as he grows up.  He envies that life and decides 

that the Church is for him so he goes and on that day no one 

talks to him and the sermon is on something that doesn’t make 

sense—everyone else has a bible and he doesn’t and they sing 

songs to a God he doesn’t know.  So he feels alienated and an 

outsider so he leaves without as much as a goodbye and he 

leaves never to darken the doors again.   

Later on in life, the young man knows he is missing something—

it must be God speaking to him so he starts a Google search to 

find God—he reads some books, watches the History 

channel—all the sources at his disposal to find God and he is 

satisfied that he is on the right track because he knows that 

he has made contact with God.  This young man, now a man, 

feels as if he is “saved” and that his life is moving toward a 

good end.   

However, something tragic happens to this man and his first 

thoughts are toward a God who let him down, even though he 
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is on God’s side.  All of this outside the Church, without the 

reference of scripture, and within a faith in God from a desire 

to make his life better. 

The Church has lost its social significance because we have 

put too much importance on our identity as a corporation and 

not a gathering—we have marred the name of religion by our 

corporate status and dedication to the CEOs of Christianity, 

rather than submitting our lives to God and live as Christ did 

while the message of the Gospel becomes a vital for mankind 

again in the hearts and minds of all people in the world. 

Ephesians 4:15-16 

“Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in 

every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is 

Christ.  From him the whole body, joined and held together by 

every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, 

as each part does its work.” 

1. Stand firm in the Gospel—if you’re not sure why you’re 

the only one who believes a truth about the Gospel, go 
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back to the source—others, the Bible, God’s Spirit in 

prayer 

2. Love—like God loves, with true compassion and empathy, 

not sympathy 

3. Do your part—if no one tells you, find a need and do it 

Instead of ebbing and flowing in the message of the Gospel to 

conform to the deceitfulness—intended or without purpose—

stand firm in God’s desire to reach all mankind.  If we were a 

Church of believers and not doubters, our resolve is God’s 

resolve.  Our assembly has the goal of shining light on 

darkness, repairing the wounds of the wounded and healing 

the sick.  

Do you remember the last time you were in the hospital?  

There are many hanging around who know how the sick should 

be healed, yet the doctors’ input isn’t always taken into 

account.  We have many in and out of the Church who are 

doubters and don’t live with the truth of the Gospel and they 

are doubting the Great Physician’s diagnoses and plan for a 

healthy life—don’t blame them for their ignorance or 
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innocence, in forgiveness demonstrate the master plan for 

health, for spiritual life and growth and love them as God 

cares for them and wants to have them in the gathering of 

those who confess that Jesus is the son of God. 

Let’s go back to that young man.  He has a friend that hangs 

out with him and he asks why this is all happening.  This friend 

says that he knows how this hurts and says that he’s there for 

him.  This sits on the heart of the man until he calls up the 

friend one night and asks him why he’d be there for him and 

the response blows him away.  “Because I know how much you 

mean to me and how much you mean to God.”   

“God doesn’t care for me,” he responds.  “I must have upset 

him somehow or I haven’t done enough.” 

“I don’t know where you heard that but God loves you still and 

He’s here with you through me right now and your life matters 

to Him.” 

“How do we know that?” 

“Because it is his promise to us—never to leave us alone.” 
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At this, the young man breaks down and says goodbye.  The 

friend prays for him and the next Sunday, the friend brings 

him to his church and guides him through the service to show 

him what it all means. 

Today the Church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for 

the saints. 

 


