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Inside this issue: 

Crossbeams 

 

The six hour layover in Lima gave me 

time to start a project Karen has re-

peatedly suggest I launch…a record of 

selected events of my life.  Mainly our 

own family would find this of interest, 

but it seemed worthwhile to have in 

print some of the high points.  Of 

course the inclination was to sweep 

the whipped cream off the top of these 

many years and tell a tale of some 

achievements, diplomas and such.  But 

then, they’ve heard all of my reminisc-

ing about wrestling a bear, shooting 

four quail out of a covey with three 

shots, and catching a big trout on four-

pound test line.  That’s the whipped 

cream.  But I found that task of wad-

ing through the Wisconsin years, the 

move to Las Vegas as a high-schooler,  

college days,  and now the ministry, to 

be quite difficult. 

 

After writing down certain trigger 

words my mind was filled with the 

faces of teachers, coaches, pastors, 

friends and family who were glued to 

my sunshine moments.  My brother 

Buddy was four years older than I, and 

a champion wrestler.  It was only be-

ing whipped by him over and over that 

prepared me for my own champion-

ships.  A fabulous coach, Jack Walsh, 

was amazing as well.  A baseball 

coach would invite me to have dinner 

with his family after ball practice.  

That’s where I learned to pray.  My 

sixth grade teacher, also an elder in 

our church in Ladysmith, Wisconsin, 

queried if I had ever considered be-

coming a minister.  Until then I had 

not.  Avis Smith helped me learn to 

write.  Later on there would be others 

who would express interest in my life 

and would follow that with contrib-

uting to my success.  Sitting there in 

the airport restaurant, I kept wanting 

to get on to listing noteworthy 

achievements, but the steady parade of 

names and memories flooded my poor 

brain.   Instead of listing degrees and 

offices held or competitions won…I 

was impressed with credits scrolling 

down such as you’d see at the end of a 

movie.  People.  It was all about peo-

ple.  They gave me a chance, pointed 

me to the right path, held my hand 

while we climbed hills together.  They 

forgave my awful failings and loved 

me despite my prodigal days.  It 

seemed that the whipped cream was 

really just that…fluff and air.  Who 

couldn’t reach some high points with 

such a cloud of folk who expressed 

such utter belief and amazing loyalty? 

Even in the most recent years the 

coaches have been plentiful…friends 

have been fans…and students have 

been my teachers.  Emotions rise up 

within me at the very thought of this.  

None of this is to minimize the grace 

of God.  In fact I believe he has ex-

pressed his own love and affection 

through those who have walked with 

me on this high road.  I was needy, 

hungry, sick, imprisoned…and they 

came to me. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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So for now I have tabled the project of telling my 

story.  Rather, it is time to dig around and find some 

addresses and phone numbers.  I have a few calls to 

make, thank yous to put in the mail.  Karen, thanks 

for the suggestion.  But perhaps when I do get 

around to the Jim Larsen Story it will be a bit more 

modest, include references to the full spectrum of 

ups and downs , and will have notations of my he-

roes and rescuers who helped keep me on the road.  

No doubt there’ll be less whipped cream. 

(Continued from page 1) REAL MEN LOVE JESUS 
Make no mistake about this.  While we enjoy each 

other’s company and delight in the vittles of The Old 

Farm House restaurant, these guys want to please 

God.  They tote their Bibles to breakfast…and use 

them.  Our guys know that we need encouragement 

from each other…and direction from God.  Fellow-

ship is grand.  This weekly pow wow has been going 

on for years.  And we always want to walk away 

from this glad 

hour with a 

sense of getting 

clear direction 

from headquar-

ters…and 

strength for the 

journey.  Join us 

any Monday 

morning at 7:45.  

Expect to get a 

heavenly nudge 

or two. 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
ROSANNA of the AMISH  by Joseph W. Yoder 

The true story of Rosanna, born to Irish Catholic par-

ents and left motherless at 5 days.   The father and 

older siblings left town to go north to family mem-

bers where there would be relatives to care for the 

children while the father worked.  The baby girl was 

too young to travel, so she was left with an Amish 

woman—a good friend of the baby’s mother—time 

passed.  Rosanna grew into a proper little Amish 

girl.  Eventually her brothers searched and found 

her.  One brother went to visit and was going to kid-

nap her at the station when he went to leave, but the 

town people all loved Rosanna and her mother and 

Big John held fast to the little girl’s hand—never 

giving the brother a chance to grab her and run. 

 

The book, written by Rosanna’s son, is true to the 

way he was raised as a German Amish.  It tells of 

courting, marriages, church services and different 

orders of Amish people. If you like fiction about the 

Amish, this book will set you straight on true history 

and customs. 

Phyllis Smith 

 

 

LAST OUTDOOR COOKOUT OF THE 

YEAR AT EMIGRANT LAKE 
What’s to compare to Dutch 

oven biscuits?  Apply straw-

berry preserves or honey…or 

a generous dose of sausage 

gravy…wow!  Eggs are 

cooked to order.  Bacon.  

Hash browns, grilled onions 

and peppers.  Mmm.  Fruit to 

boot.  No wonder we could-

n’t let August be the end of this series of summer 

outings.  Circle Saturday, September 29, for our out-

door breakfast’s last hurrah.  The venue is still the 

banks of Emigrant Lake.  Chefs and prep people 

should arrive about 8:00.  Diners plan to be on hand 

at 9.  Bring a friend.  What better way to introduce 

someone to your church family!  Don’t forget $4 for 

parking and a few dollars for the donation basket.  

Lawn chairs and jackets might help. 
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OLD TIME MOVIE NIGHT 
Jesus told stories.  We show them on the big 

screen.  The most precious part of Ashland’s Old 

Time Movie Night is intermission.  Mike always 

shows vintage footage from drive-in theater days.  

But better yet is the fellowship.  Stand in line with 

folk as you wait to place your order for a Polish 

dog and popcorn and…well…you end up visiting 

with good people who converge on our place for 

some wholesome entertainment.  Some of our cur-

rent members first connected with our people via 

the snack bar and old flicks. So bring a friend or 

neighbor.  Who knows where a night of great mov-

ies may take them? 

 

GOOD, BETTER, BEST…   
“When I was a kid 

my mom used to 

have us recite this 

nursery rhyme be-

fore bed:   

 
Good, Better, Best. 

Never let it rest, 

Until your Good is 

Better, and your 

Better is your Best. 

 
I guess it just stuck, 

and when my wife 

and I wanted to start a powerful community pro-

gram, we knew passing along the importance of 

hard work and good character to children was a 

perfect fit.”     Tim Duncan 

 

Tim Duncan, star center of the San Antonio Spurs, 

has this bit of wisdom on his website.  It is good 

advice for all of us.  An important legacy we can 

leave our children is a solid marriage, not just good 

or even better but the very best we can make it.  

One opportunity to help that happen is coming to 

Christian Church of Ashland the evening of Friday 

Nov 9 and the following morning.  Register your 

intention to attend on line at http://

www.laughyourway.com/events/2012/11/Ashland-

OR/ and get ready to Laugh Your Way to a Better 

Marriage.  Scholarships are available by request 

541 482-1561. 

 

THEY KNOW ABOUT CCOA  

IN PERU 
Every time I make a trek 

to Peru or Chile I find 

myself bragging (there 

must be a better word) 

about you all.  I explain 

how you find joy in hav-

ing your preacher go off 

on teaching stints.  Gene 

does a fine job of present-

ing messages whenever 

he has preaching duties, 

so I leave knowing Sun-

days are going to be swell 

here in Ashland.  I ex-

plain that you pray for me (and Karen if she is able 

to join me) when I’m working with young pastors/

community leaders in Trujillo (in the north) and 

Tacna (in the cooler south).  I tell of your willing-

ness to use our main facility for Sunday worship 

and that monthly movie event.  You encourage me 

to be out in the community.  We are able to practice 

some ‘out of the box’ ministries which provide am-

ple opportunity to engage our community. 

 

Having a building can be a handicap.  It would be 

easy to think that everything important must be re-

lated to or take place in our grand old church house.  

But so much of what you and I do is carried on out 

on the highways and by-ways of our beloved val-

ley.  So I brag…or should I say ‘celebrate’ our sort 

of ministry…and the good leaders and followers 

who have learned to adjust to changing times with-

out diluting the message of the changeless one.   

Jim Larsen 

 

http://www.laughyourway.com/events/2012/11/Ashland-OR/
http://www.laughyourway.com/events/2012/11/Ashland-OR/
http://www.laughyourway.com/events/2012/11/Ashland-OR/
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stressful times.  These First Saturday confabs have 

been the order for many, many years.  Why stop 

now?  Here’s another opportunity to invite a friend 

or neighbor to your church family.  Meet us at our 

usual haunt…The Iron Skillet in Phoenix (Oregon!).  

Order from the menu or graze at the ample breakfast 

buffet.  They have a special deal for seniors and 

AAA card-holders.  You’ll need to ask for it.  See 

you there?  Saturday Morning…Oct 6…9 am 

 

ROGUE RIDERS…CLOSE TO HOME 

IN OCTOBER 
Who can resist the call of Home Town Buffet?  On 

Wednesday, October 17, our bunch of trekkers will 

invade that eatery.  Meet there at 11:30 or meet at the 

church at 11 to caravan/car pool over to Medford.  

After our meal we’ll make a stop at Harry and Da-

vid’s Country Store for some shopping/browsing.  A 

good time is waiting for our travelers.  First-timers 

welcome! 

NEW DIRECTORY ON THE WAY… 

BE SURE YOU ARE INCLUDED 
Karen Larsen is tending our church data base and 

invites you to check out the current church directo-

ry…with an eye for new names and correct addresses 

and such. Please help us produce a complete directo-

ry.  This is for members and participants in the life of 

the Christian Church of Ashland.  Please let us in-

clude you.  Look for the directory and info sheet on 

the counter in the church library throughout October, 

please. 

39PLUS…WHAT A FELLOWSHIP! 
We began this pre-

cious ministry 

twelve years ago.  

And what a blessing 

it continues to be for 

so many of our folk.  

We’ve strolled 

through many books 

of the Bible and 

covered vital topics 

galore.  Stick with 

the group and you’ll 

feed on the Word of 

God and drink from 

the fountain of liv-

ing waters.  Okay, we do start with a bit of non-

sense…cards games and such.  But at 11 Bibles are 

open and prayers are going up.  Jim takes us into the 

thick of scriptures and often has us learning the same 

content that he teaches to University students.  What 

a joy.  Lunch…we wouldn’t want to miss it.  On the 

First Wednesday (October 3) we’ll converge on 

Marie Hoffman’s place, as usual (61 North Mountain 

Avenue) at 10 for games…and the rest as mentioned 

above. 

On the Last Wednesday (Oct 31) we fold the 

monthly newsletter instead playing those games.   By 

11 we are into our Bibles.  Bring a little something 

for the potluck at noon, please. Again…the action 

begins at 10 in the morning. 

 

SAINTS ALIVE WOULDN’T MISS 

THIS MONTHLY FEED AND FUN 
We love these times of fellowship around the table.  

Fellow eaters find out about each other’s families.  

We tell tall tales and specialize in keeping the morn-

ing light-hearted. We need this in these busy and 

Photo from our September trek to Holy  

Water on the Rogue River. 
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SERMON SERIES…21 STORIES ON 

THE WAY TO GLORY 
The Jesus Trail can be traced to the opening chapters 

of Genesis.  The first of 21 sermons on stories that 

mark the way from Adam to Revelation will begin 

this Sunday…September 30.  I think you’ll find them 

not only informative, but inspirational and challeng-

ing.  The path through the Bible makes stops in 

homes such as Abraham and Sarah’s, and Jacob and 

David, to name a few.  I’ve selected 21 Bible stories 

which allow us to follow the map from God’s earliest 

promises of Jesus’ coming…on to the grand finale of 

Revelation 22.  The nursery folk are even following 

this trek.  The preschoolers are as well.  Elementary 

leaders and kids will be seated in the front pews each 

Sunday.  Gene Stringer’s adult class will travel this 

route.  The whole church will come to know the plot 

of the Bible. 

 

So I invite you to bring your Bible and perhaps a 

notebook.  Work at being consistent in attendance.  

Invite a friend or two who may find it interesting to 

see the outline or skeleton of the Bible.  I think we 

are in for some great times together.  This is my first 

time to do this, so I’m jazzed to get going.  Meet me 

in the Garden this Sunday, please.  Read Genesis 1-

11:9 in preparation for the first of many wonderful 

adventures together.  Jim Larsen 

 

FRED KANNASTO GRADUATES TO 

GLORY 
We saw this day coming…and Fred desired it.  Last 

week our dear brother stopped his earthly sojourn 

and graduated to Glory.  What a fine man, this Fred.  

He served in the Marines in WWII.  Fred was induct-

ed into the SOU athletic Hall of Fame for his 

achievements in 

basketball and 

football.  Here at 

CCOA he was as 

consistent as could 

be, always sitting 

near the front of 

the church, worn 

Bible in hand.  A 

memorial service 

will be held here 

at the church on 

Saturday, October 27, at 3 p.m.  Our ladies are plan-

ning a reception which will follow the service.  God 

bless you, dear Fred. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT TOU VELLE 

PARK, ANYBODY? 
You know how I 

love to cook with 

Dutch ovens.  And 

preparing lunch for a 

crowd makes the 

endeavor all the 

more pleasurable for 

me.  Once again I’m 

inviting you to join 

me out in the coun-

try for a tower of treats.  We’ll stack up 6 of our 14” 

cooking pots containing beef brisket, string beans 

and yams, apple pie, chicken, baked apples and who 

knows what else?  Bring a dish to share if you can.  

I’m inviting Rotary friends as well.  I know you’ll 

like them as I do. 

The weather is unpredictable, so come prepared with 

enough clothing to keep you 

toasty.  I’d like to know how 

many diners to expect, so 

you must get your name on 

the list (or call me at 541-

890-3209) by Sunday, No-

vember 18.  Lunch will be 

served at noon, so if you’d 

like to get in on the fun of 

cooking and setting up come 

as early as 9.  Half of the en-

joyment of the day is fellow-

(Continued on page 6) 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
  

  1  - Jerry Moore  

  3  - Spencer Hayes 

  3  - Adam Christie 

  4  - Kathy Wing 

  5  - Phil Fullerton 

10  - Ava Fish 

10  - Linda Cornwell 

21  - Janice Stringer 

25- Benjamin Stringer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
  

none 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

ship, right?  I’ll have all of the gear and chow, so just 

come by for coffee and pastries. 

 

Again: Attendees must give notice of your intentions 

by the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  Tou Velle Park 

is on Table Rock Road where it crosses the Rogue 

River.  Look for signs directing you to our spot.  

Jim L 

 

PIECE CORP—TUESDAYS 
The ladies of the Piece Corp have been busy.  We 

have finished several small quilts and are progressing 

well on the Christmas Quilt.  Our biggest challenge 

is finding the right solid colors to go with the print 

fabrics!  Any and all are welcome to join us on Tues-

day mornings, 9:30 to noon.  Come for the fellow-

ship and maybe learn some quilting or bring your 

own project to work on.  Ava Fish 

 

PASTOR  

APPRECIATION 

DAY 

OCTOBER 14TH  
This is just a reminder.    

Please enjoy appreciat-

ing your favorite pas-

tors, especially Jim 

Larsen.   

 

Janice Stringer 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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better than the original, a film rich in vivid 
atmosphere, detail and film noir splendor. 
 
20th Century Fox's 1944 "THE LODGER" 
stars Laird Cregar as a mysterious, secre-
tive young man who rents a flat in the heart 
of London's Whitechapel district. 
Gawrsh...the lodger's arrival coincides with 
a series of brutal murders of female stage 
performers ( the Hayes Office insisted "girls 
of the night" be changed to showgirls) and 
it's up to Scotland Yard inspector George 
Sanders to solve the murders while his 
sweetheart Merle Oberon grows closer to 
the lodger. Gawlee...this is a pulse-ponder 
that packs an unsettling punch, all done when motion pictures 
told stories that were richly nuanced rather than grisly graphic 
excess. 
 
Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the even-
ing, so bring a hearty appetite. Be sure and tell all your friends 
and neighbors about this community event. Mention it in your 
emails. Shout it from the rooftops. The movies are FREE! 

 
Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. 
and the movies start at 6:30. There is 
no charge for admission, but donations 
are accepted.  

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 
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The Walking Dead 

The Lodger 

BORIS KARLOFF and THAT CREEPY GUY IN THE ROOM 
UPSTAIRS...OOOH, SCARY, BOYS AND GIRLS!  

 
Yep... October means chills and thrills for 
Old-Time Movie Night. That's right...our 
Halloween program and we've got a  
couple good'uns for you. 
 
On Saturday, October 20 we begin our 
evening of suspense and mystery with a 
little 1936 Warner gem starring Boris Kar-
loff. "THE WALKING DEAD" tells what 
happens when a concert pianist is framed 
for murder, tried, found guilty and execut-
ed, only to be brought back to life by Pro-

fessor Edmund Gwen (everyone's favorite Santa in "Miracle On 
34th Street",) and as he regains his memory, Karloff seeks out 
those who framed him...and it doesn't bode well for gangster 
Ricardo Cortez and his gang. Hmmm...it's a neat little tale, 
helmed by the great Warner Bros. director Michael Curtiz. 
 
After our usual intermission of vintage drive-in snack-bar ads 
and vintage coming attraction "trailers" we will present a remake 
of a Alfred Hitchcock 1926 silent film, considered by many to be 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


