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Welcome to our monthly newsletter of what’s happening at the Christian Church of 

Ashland on the corner of 2nd and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  Many travelers pass 

through Ashland by way of the I - 5 and some stop to enjoy the many attractions the city of 

Ashland has to offer.  We are excited to worship God in this community as travelers our-

selves on a journey in this life that sums up all the special events, everyday tasks, and memo-

rable moments.  This newsletter is our way of reaching out to you in a small way to invite 

you to discover God and His gracious love for us as His children.  No matter where you are in 

relation to your understanding of God, we hope you enjoy recognizing Him as our Father and 

Creator and see how you can travel with us at the Christian Church of Ashland closer to God 

each day.   

You’ll find devotional thoughts, connections to the Church community, opportunities for 

ministry, and missional goals inside our newsletter.  If you ever want to discuss what you 

read in our publication or have a thought sparked by something you saw, you are welcome 

to talk to our pastor or contact us by one of our means of communication printed on the 

back of this newsletter.  May God bless you! 

OCTOBER IS... 

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH! 
 

Thank you to ALL Pastors, past, present, future, and those who 

have acted as pastors to us. Your words, actions, and  

compassion have shaped us, comforted us and  

brought us to our knees. For that we are truly grateful. 

Show your Pastor some appreciation today and everyday! 
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Food for thought... 

Puzzles and Quests...most people are in-

trigued by them.  There are clues to find and rules to follow.  As I thought about their 

variety and the time we spend working on them it struck me that almost everything we 

pursue in life has these same characteristics.   

In school we are given pieces of the puzzles of grammar, history, science and mathematics.  If we 

find the clues and rules, follow them persistently, and manage to begin linking the pieces togeth-

er we attain satisfaction in knowing and understanding.  They are no longer just a hodge-podge 

of unrelated pieces of information but an emerging coherent picture of truth and reality. 

This thought came to me as I was listening to a dramatized version of the Bible during my morn-

ing walk.  At first glance, the Bible seems little more than a collection of 66 randomly organized 

writings from a large number of writers living in many different places and covering a very long 

period of time.  There are many strange names and places and genealogies—enough to stop the 

timid puzzle solver in their tracks.  And many have had just this experience and no more. 

I have come to realize that persistence pays off.  There are important clues and rules hidden in 

these writings and a strange coherence when the proper connections are found for the pieces of 

the puzzle.  How was it that a man living around 2000 BC would begin a quest that ultimately 

changed the culture of the world?  The story of his descendants is an epic with important clues 

and rules for our understanding and knowing.   

In solving any puzzle there are some things that can help the process along.  For example, a jig-

saw puzzle has some easily recognizable pieces belonging at the edge of the puzzle.  Others may 

have similar colors or textures which can be sorted into groups for later use.  In understanding 

the Bible there are useful aids for getting the main ideas without falling into the chaos of ran-

dom sounding information.  Genesis is not a bad place to begin but it might be good to skip over 

the long list of “begats” that crop up now and then.  The stories found there create questions to 

be collected for later reflection.  Exodus is not too bad for good reading as well but eventually 

the detailed repetitive instructions will suggest skipping on to maybe Joshua along with Judges, 

Ruth, 1 and 2 Kings.  Later on the prophetic writings of Isaiah, Daniel and Jonah should be sam-

pled.   

Most of the New Testament is easier to read.  The first four books, Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John cover the life of Jesus from differing perspectives.  I would choose Luke and John for start-

ers.  Next the Acts of the Apostles will tell some amazing stories about the founding of the 

church.  Then there are the letters to the early churches written mostly by the Apostle Paul.  

After you have read all of this you should have a good overview of the entire puzzle of the Bible.  

You will be ready for the serious work of fitting the remaining pieces where they belong.  Be 

ready to start seeing an emerging coherent picture of truth and reality. 

Gene Stringer -  Elder 
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Thoughts from Pastor Daniel 
Puzzles are fun to solve.  I can think of a 

few puzzles over the years that stumped 

me for a time before I solved them piece 

by piece.  Our church at 2nd and B, and 

the universal church that spans the globe 

as well, has been perceived as a puzzle 

that needs solving.  People, communities 

and doctrine about the theology of God 

together make up the pieces of this so 

called 

“puzzle”.  In 

this view, the 

church can 

stump us at 

times and 

frustrate us to 

no end.  If  

you start with 

the idea that a 

finished product isn’t presented until we 

finish our work then this view  is exhaust-

ing and a deterrent to people God is seek-

ing to restore to life.  In other words, we 

haven’t always had a picture of the fin-

ished product to hold in front of those 

who are lost in this world, but a collection 

of separate pieces that visibly confuses and 

frustrates the lost because they don’t get it 

yet and they are expected to just get it. 

 

Each generation, since the beginning of 

the church, has been charged with the 

role of supplying the finished product of 

the Gospel in action as the church so it is 

clear to those seeking God can see him full 

well and know it is him.  Since 1898, the 

Christian Church of Ashland has been an-

swering that charge in the best ways pos-

sible and the legacy left by those in its his-

tory.  We are getting ready to host a cele-

bration of the history of this church in 

Ashland at the 

end of this 

month because 

we appreciate 

the lives invest-

ed in the mis-

sion of sending 

the Gospel into 

the world.  If 

you are capable, 

come to one of the days, Saturday or Sun-

day and enjoy some of the festivities that 

will honor the hard work and dedication 

of those who love God and want others to 

know his love.  The following page of this 

newsletter will provide the details neces-

sary in order to attend, or at the very least 

pray for the weekend.   

 

I am excited to see some of the church’s 

past leadership this month and learn how 

2nd and B became a source of the Good 

News for Ashlanders. 
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Past to Present Connection’s 

CCA Homecoming Schedule 
October 24-25, 2015 

Saturday the 24th 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday the 25th 

 

11:00 am Arrival Library 

11:30 am Prayer -  Thanksgiving, Wisdom, Boldness Library 

12:00 noon Luncheon and Welcome Fellowship Hall 

1:00-3:00 pm Nosh and Nostalgia - historical displays and Viewing, tour of 

Church 

Fellowship Hall 

3:00-4:30 pm Free time  

5:00-6:30 pm Dinner at Hometown Buffet Medford 

7:00 pm Inspiration in Sight and Sound - Jim and Virginia Sinclair,  

Special music 

Sanctuary 

8:00 pm Reception and Fellowship Fellowship Hall 

9:00 am Continental Breakfast Fellowship Hall 

9:30—10:30 am Open Forum. Guests share reminiscences from the past Fellowship Hall 

10:45 am Morning Worship Sanctuary 

12:15 pm Potluck Dinner Fellowship Hall 

2:00 pm Celebration of Life service for Hal Bosworth Sanctuary 

“Inspirations In Sight & Sound” is a photographic/musical presentation that has been seen in the 

western states, including Alaska, Hawaii by many in convention settings and venues where people are introduced to the 
Gospel in a unique way that encounters sight and sound and blends the message with scenic beauty.  The Sinclair’s have 
presented these programs in retirement centers, RV Parks in the Southwest, and in National Parks in Canada and Ore-
gon.  Music and photography have a way of touching the soul.  
 Jim & Virginia Sinclair first started developing these programs while working with the Christian Church in Ashland, begin-
ning in the mid-1960’s.   For 5 years they traveled the western states sharing this approach to ministry.  In 1975 they be-
gan a 22 year ministry with Overlake Christian Church in the Seattle area.  Since 2000 they have been working with Pasco 
Christian Church in Pasco, Washington.  The little boys that grew up in Ashland are now 60 years and 58 years of age.  Rick 
has been a firefighter for the City of Redmond, WA or nearly 30 years and Kerry works with International Students, Inc. 
and has been the City director for ISI in Portland, OR.   
 At 83, Jim is still working with the church and serving as chaplain for Charbonneau in a retirement setting.  Having lived in 
Ashland for 17 years, it is a joy to return to what was home for many years.  It was 57 years ago when we first made Ash-
land our home and it still feels like “home.”  We have wonderful memories of the people and the years of ministry while 
living in Southern Oregon. 
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Devotional Ideas 
In the theme of puzzles, let’s look to God to have him unravel some mysteries for us so he can put the 

pieces together in our lives. 

 

 

October 4 - 10 

1 Corinthians 1:18-19 

1. How do you view the message of the cross?  Could you explain that message to someone else? 

2. Think about the wise people you know.  Does God not like them according to this passage or is he 

saying something about the true wisdom that is necessary for a life patterned after Jesus? 

3. Ask God to help you this week as you seek to apply the message of the cross to all that you do. 

 

October 11 - 17 

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 

1. Close your eyes and see what you can’t ever see.  Can you do it? 

2. Now think about something you can’t think about.  Can you do it? 

3. Spend some time with God so he can reveal to you the thoughts concerning your life that you have-

n’t perceived yet because you haven’t slowed down enough or trusted him enough to discover 

these unimaginable things. 

 

October 18 - 24 

1 Timothy 3:16 

1. God is loving and godliness comes from knowing him.  How do you show appreciation for this godli-

ness? 

2. Have you spent much time realizing your source of godliness? 

3. Pray that you can be a part of that list in the passage in your faith and that godliness is as much a 

part of your life as it was a part of the lives of the Apostles and others in the early church. 

 

October 25 - 31 

Psalm 23 

1. This week ushers into a week that heralds fear as a great emotion.  We play with fears, but when 

they are real they keep us from understanding the true peace that comes from our relationship 

with God.  How do you recognize God’s desire to save us from fear? 

2. In the Old Testament we are also taught to fear God.  How do you fear God?  Is that fear the same 

as a fear in evil or is it a respect for the might and mystery of a loving God who is merciful even 

though he doesn’t need to be? 

3. List your fears on a piece of paper.  Pray over each one, one at a time.  As you do this, scratch them 

off the list as a sign that you are giving God your fears. 
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Calendar of Events 
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Saturday, October 3 
SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

 

Sunday, October 11 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Following the Service  

 

Saturday, Oct. 24-Sunday, Oct. 25 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND HOMECOMING 

11:00 am Saturday—3:00pm Sunday 

 

 Sunday, October 25  
MONTHLY POTLUCK 

After the Service in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday, October 25 
CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR HAL  BOSWORTH 

2:00 pm in Church Sanctuary 

 

Wednesday, October 28 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 

Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October Birthdays 

 
01 -  Jerry Moore 
03 -  Spencer Hayes 
04 -  Lindsey Vermillion 
05 -  Phil Fullerton 
10 -  Linda Cornwell 
10 -  Ava Fish 
21 -  Janice Stringer 
23 -  Danielle Myers 
23 -  Trudy Vermillion 
 

 
 
 
 

October  
Anniversaries 

 
There are none this month 

Please join us on Saturday, October 

24th at 7 pm as our former Pastor, 

Jim Sinclair, and his wife, Virginia, 

lead us on a journey through the 

Gospel and our senses with a pho-

tographic/musical presentation 

that will leave you breathless! 

Many other former Pastors, Elders 

and Youth Ministers will also be in 

attendance as we celebrate our 

own Homecoming.  

Let’s pack the house!!! 
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Sunday 

9:30am    Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

 This is a study that dives deeper into God’s Word and looks at how our lives fit into God’s 
will for us. 

10:45am   Worship Celebration 

 The time of worship is a time devoted to praising God and learning how to live in His glory 
as we look to God’s Word for direction and guidance.  We sing a mixture of contemporary 
and traditional worship songs, lifting up the lyrics to God.  Each week we observe the 
Lord’s Supper together and spend time in prayer as a body.  Pastor Daniel prepares the 
message for the week out of the Bible to seek further understanding of the Truth. 

11:15am   Jr. Worship Age Kindergarten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd Floor) 

 Feel free to bring the kids to worship in the Sanctuary. They are dismissed before Com-
munion to go upstairs for a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate and fun.  If you have any 
questions talk to Charity Buckley. 

Monday 

9:00am   Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to eat and go through a study from Sam Stone in the 
Lookout Magazine.  Sorry ladies, only guys allowed to this one. 

Tuesday 

9:30am   Busy Bees at 2nd and B, Fellowship Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt with the faithful few who provide quilts for those of us 
who get cold during the winter.  At the very least, grab a cup of coffee and chat for a while.  
I also hear they are looking for a new “Queen Bee” as well. 

Wednesday 

9:30am   Adult Bible Study, Church Library 

 This study uses a variety of resources to help us  learn how to spread the  Good word and 
 learn more about our relationship with God. Please note—we do not meet the last Wed. of 
 the month. 

6:00pm   Modern Family Circus, Fellowship Hall 

 This is a Bible Study for young families that will meet weekly throughout the  
 school year.  We have a dinner at 6pm catered for the family 
 and then a study for the adults led by Daniel and a study for the kids led by  
 Charity.  The night will conclude at 7:30pm.  Come check us out! 

Weekly Events 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  
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Office Phone: 541-482-1561 
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Office Hours: M-F, 10am-1pm 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

 

“We love God and live out the Gospel” 
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     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:15 AM  Jr. Worship 
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Reader’s Corner 
 

Plan B: What do you do when God doesn’t show up the way you thought he would? 

By Pete Wilson 

 

Pete Wilson is a pastor in Nashville, Tennessee and he writes a book about how to cope with life and 

all its troubles.  Thoughts and consideration for the trials of life and compassion for those facing 

them are laid out for the reader so believers and non-believers can read about God’s response to our 

lives.  I was impressed by Wilson’s direct approach to answering questions about faith matters when 

faith matters.  He involves the discussion in the answers with the Bible and stories about people of 

faith who lost everything, faced persecution, made mistakes, etc.  The reality of Biblical stories and 

the truths related to those stories are refreshing when we are facing a trying time in life.  I was com-

forted in moments of heartache in my life when I picked up this book because I was able to ask ques-

tions, vent frustration, and settle my nerves when life seemed to slip away.  If you are facing a tough 

time right now or you can remember a time you faced adversity or if you know someone who can 

relate to the struggles of this world, pick up this book from the pastor’s office and start reading to-

day. 


