
Connecting to the Church 

Pastor Daniel Buckley 

At the Church we are striving to reach unity and we continue to move closer to 

that goal as time goes on.  Our unity pronounces the second aspect of the purpose 

of the Church, connecting to the Church, because our unity invites others to be a 

part of our fellowship and it makes us realize our strength as a body when we 

meet together and live life together.  Connecting people to the Church is vital to 

our mission and ministry because we are a Church who loves people as God loves 

us.  We want to connect more and more people to the Church, as well as recon-

nect ourselves constantly to each other through different types of communication, 

prayer with the body, praising God together, and the study of God’s Word togeth-

er.   

 

We follow Christ in action and thought in our lives as Christians.  In our actions we 

carry out the love of God at work, in our families, with friends, but in thought we 

look at the Church as Jesus’ prized partner in this world.  Jesus holds the Church in 

high esteem—as husbands hold their wives in high esteem, “Husbands, love your 

wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…” (Ephesians 

5:25)  This comparison is important because we see how much Jesus moves in our 

lives daily and is exemplified in the message of the cross. 

 

This week my wife and I celebrate a little-known time outside of our relationship: 

our dating anniversary.  Charity and I started dating soon after she arrived at 

school as a freshman in college.  We spent our first date on a Wednesday night in 

the student center on campus watching a movie.  I walked her back to our dorm 
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Cross Beams 



Ephesians 5:22-33(NIV) 

 
22 Wives, submit yourselves to 
your own husbands as you do 
to the Lord. 23 For the husband 
is the head of the wife as 
Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, of which he 
is the Savior. 24 Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so 
also wives should submit to 
their husbands in everything. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her 
26 to make her holy, cleansing 
her by the washing with water 
through the word, 27 and to 
present her to himself as a ra-
diant church, without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, 
but holy and blameless. 28 In 
this same way, husbands 
ought to love their wives as 
their own bodies. He who 
loves his wife loves himself. 
29 After all, no one ever hated 
their own body, but they feed 
and care for their body, just as 
Christ does the church— 30 for 
we are members of his body. 
31 “For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and 
the two will become one 
flesh.” 32 This is a profound 
mystery—but I am talking 
about Christ and the church. 
33 However, each one of you 
also must love his wife as he 
loves himself, and the wife 
must respect her husband. 

and we knew then that the relationship starting was something special.  That 

first date is important to us and we celebrate it each year.  Through the last 

16 years, our relationship has gone through turbulent times, but we remain 

faithful to each other because we are still that couple that watched a movie in 

the student center 16 years ago.   

 

Jesus meets with us as a Church and as individuals because of how important 

we are to Him.  There are turbulent times in the life of any Church that works 

to disrupt its unity.  Still, Jesus never disregards our partnership with Him—

let’s work hard to never disregard His partnership with us by uniting together 

in the message of the cross so we can ultimately connect more to the Church. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Gene Stringer 

 

Carlo Lorenzini was born in Florence on November 24, 

1826.  He became known as a writer of children’s liter-

ature using the pen name Carlo Collodi but his fame 

only bloomed after his death at age 63.  You may 

know him as the author of Pinocchio, hence the title of 

this article.   

 

I was thinking about the story that I knew and wonder-

ing if Lorenzini was a Christian.  Wasn’t the story of 

Pinocchio really just a take-off on the Biblical story of 

mankind?  I was amazed at what I discovered.   

In the original story Collodi dealt totally with the bad 

behavior of Pinocchio and the consequences.  Collodi 

describes him as a “rascal,” “imp,” “scapegrace,” 

“disgrace,” “ragamuffin,” and “confirmed rogue.” 

“Wretched boy!” laments Pinocchio’s loving father, the 

carpenter Geppetto.  The original version is a tragedy.  His enemies hang him from 

an oak tree where he is seen lifeless and swinging in the breeze.  THE END! 

 

What is the truth?  When we are honest we recognize these characteristics in our-

selves but we deny the consequences seen by Collodi.  Looking in the mirror we 

may not like what we see but that is soon forgotten and replaced by the image of the 

“real boy” that we long to be.  But that too is a lie leading to further “growth of the 

nose”. 

 

Fortunately we have a Loving Father who not only laments our predicament but has 

seen fit to provide a way for us to become the “real boy” we have always wanted to 

be.  We can all have a part in that story and find an alternative ending.  Life does not 

need to be a tragedy.  Interested in knowing the details?  Check us out at the corner 

of 2
nd

 and B Streets in Ashland between 9 and 12 am on Sundays. 

How Long is Your Nose? 
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Family Sunday September 7, 2014 

 

 

On September 7th we had our first Family Sunday at the Christian Church of 

Ashland since the Buckleys arrived in Ashland.   
 

The worship service was special and had participation from different families in the 

Church.  It started with involvement from eve-

ryone in the congregation during the singing 

of I Am Free with Mercy Gosswiller and Gabby 

Buckley leading the motions to the song.  

Then Charity Buckley welcomed everyone to 

the service and issued a challenge to recall 

and write down all of their neighbors at home.  

Then more singing commenced with enthusi-

asm and a spirit of praise.  Daniel talked about 

Daniel and the lion’s den and how much Dan-

iel loved God.  

 

The Gosswiller family then got up and sang a couple of songs as a continued praise to our 

God.  After the washboard, spoons, banjo, and violin played, Daniel talked about Elijah 

and the widow as a way of highlighting what loving your neighbor looks like.  Then the 3 

G’s (3 generations—actually 4 with Maddie—Arlene, Lynda, Danielle) sang an invitation 

hymn to the communion table.  Gene Stringer got up and taught us about communion 

and we partook together.  The service closed with more sing-

ing and everyone was invited downstairs for a meal. 

 

The meal was prepared by Katie Anderson with help from Cin-

dy and Janice.  It was a great meal and everyone had plenty to 

eat.  The first Family Sunday was a success because the Chris-

tian Church of Ashland loves families and welcomes them to 

be a part of each Sunday’s celebration of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.  Look for the next Family Sunday as we continue 

our pursuit to be a Church that loves God and loves our neigh-

bors. 
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There is need for motor-

bike to make my travelling 

easy when visiting distant 

villages during evangelism 

and visitation work. For 

instance, the daughter 

church in Kakongu is 

33kms away from the 

Kainuk mother church. 

The cost for a 150cc, 

Model TVs Star, IGO, 

Focin, Bird with a lifespan 

of 3 – 7 years is $4,183, 

including accessories. 

This is a church  



6 

Calendar of Events 
Saturday, October 4 
SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

It’s time for a another great breakfast gathering 
at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. This is open to all 
(you don’t need to be a Saint). Bring a joke or 
funny story and a friend. Plan on leaving home 
a little early because of the construction on I-5.  

 

Friday, October 10 
DEACON MEETING 

6:30pm —Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, October 12 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30pm —Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday, October 19 
MONTHLY POTLUCK 

12:15pm—Fellowship Hall 

Following the morning worship we will gather 
together in the Fellowship Hall for a time of fel-
lowship and food. Bring whatever you like to 
share with your church family. Come on down 
and get to know someone new.   
 

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 29 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 
On the last Wednesday of the month a dedicat-
ed group of individuals give of their time to fold 

and prepare the monthly newsletter for the 
mail.  Come and join them for this worthwhile 
service to our church. We follow the folding 

with a potluck lunch. 

 

Sunday, November 23 
THANKSGIVING POTLUCK 
12:30pm—Fellowship Hall 

Come enjoy our monthly potluck for November 
with a twist: all foods will be Thanksgiving 
themed.  Be prepared for an afternoon of 
thankfulness for the many blessings we see in 
our lives. 
 

Friday, December 12 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

7:00pm—Sanctuary 
As Christians we celebrate the birth of our sav-
ior, and this year we will celebrate with music 
devoted to Christ’s birth.  Come enjoy the 
songs with friends and family and then stick 
around for a dessert following the concert. 
 

Coming Soon... 
ALPHA COURSE 

Time—TBD 
With food and learning, we are going to open 
our doors to the community to help them see 
what our faith is all about...connecting to the 
world.  Keep a lookout for more details to 
come. 
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Celebrations!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Birthdays 
  1  - Jerry Moore  
  3  - Spencer Hayes 
  4  - Lindsey Vermillion 
  3  - Adam Christie 
10  - Ava Fish 
10  - Linda Cornwell 
21  - Janice Stringer 
23  - Danielle Myers 
23  - Trudy Vermillion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October Anniversaries 
 

none 

 

 

 

 

 
Editor’s Note:  For any changes or up-

dates, please contact the office.  

Thank you.        Brad 
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Sundays 

9:30am Adult Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 Youth Bible Study (Green Room Down
 stairs) 

 Children’s Bible Study (Prayer Room      
 Upstairs) 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

11:00am— Jr. Worship 

 

Mondays 

7:45am Real Men, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Tuesdays 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

7:00pm Christmas Choir Practice, Fellowship Hall 

Wednesdays 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Weekly Events 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:00 AM  Jr. Worship 
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