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My preacher friend David complained 

that his church folk considered his 

Sunday spiel incomplete if it didn’t 

‘spank’ them.  This was the time to 

straighten up and fly right, as an old 

song put it.  Come on, preacher, raise 

your voice, look stern.  A few whirling 

gestures of the arms wouldn’t hurt.  

Let’s have that talkin’ to.  Dave had it 

in him to deliver that kind of fare, of 

course.  But what about a little sugar? 

 

This life we have in Christ is so beau-

tiful…so splendid…so full of joy and 

peace!  Would it be okay to simply 

revel in the good stuff and pause at the 

party places on the Jesus Trail from 

time to time? Jesus had some harsh 

lectures reserved for those Pharisees 

and stuffed shirts.  But for his friends 

and truth seekers…there was a good 

mix.  The invitation to the weary and 

worn out was ‘my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light’.   

 

I loved Ken Larson, one of the preach-

ers of my childhood days.  His mes-

sages were inviting, positive…and of-

ten celebrated Kingdom bonuses. His 

smile was unforced.  When he 

preached the crowd was led to exult in 

God’s love and the joy of having his 

arms around us. The Ladysmith, Wis-

consin, church grew during his pastor-

ate.  I know we shivered and frowned 

more when visiting evangelists pound-

ed the pulpit.  But preacher Ken…his 

inviting countenance and fixation on 

God’s grace…well, he impacted me 

and so many others.   

 

Preaching is about proclamation…

declaring the Magnificent News.  But 

it can be so wrapped in angry tones 

and words usually reserved for cor-

recting the family dog.  I don’t re-

spond to that.  And you?  Of course 

there is a place for the voice of the 

prophet…a message aimed at produc-

ing repentance.  But you have labored 

all week, seeking to be the witness and 

servant God wants you to be…and 

what smacks you in the face on Sun-

day?  It may be a message of how you 

need to be doing even more and giv-

ing more, or isolating yourself from 

people of the world more.   

 

God loves you.  The consequences of 

running your own life without concern 

for his voice are dreadful, for sure.  

But when you slip into that parking 

spot on Sunday morning, exhausted 

and in need or a happy word from 

Heaven, the last thing you need is an-

other rant about your inadequacy.   

Please, Lord, let today’s message in-

clude a reminder of Heaven’s availa-

ble help or a ‘bless you my child’ 

from the guy who stands up there and 

talks for You. 

 

Follow Jesus around and you may be 

surprised at how often he compliment-

ed sinners for their attempt to do right 

and take the high road.  If we don’t 

(Continued on page 2) 
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hear God’s “I love you” when insiders talk to each 

other, where are we to go for such amazing affirma-

tion? 

(Continued from page 1) Coffee?  Of course.  You’ll want to keep an eye on 

the weather forecast so you can dress accordingly.  

The picnic tables/benches area is covered, but a blan-

ket to sit on might be a very fine idea.  No charge.  

But parking costs 4 or 5 dollars.  Even if you have 

plans for the rest of the day, this shindig will be a 

bunch of fun.  Anyone have horse shoes?  Bring ém. 

 

Tou Velle Park is located north of Medford on Table 

Rock Road, just before you cross the Rogue River.  

Again, items for the buffet are most welcome, but 

table service will be provided.  Bring family mem-

bers and/or neighbors.  Please give me a call if you 

plan to join the fun so we can do our best at plan-

ning.  541-890-3209        

  Jim Larsen 

 

Thanksgiving Day 

Noon 

Tou Velle Park 

 

REAL MEN GO TO 

CHURCH ON MONDAY 

At least one of our Monday Morning Men sees our 

breakfast cadre as his church…his little congrega-

tion.  And why not?  You remember what Jesus said 

about two or three gathering in his name, right?  Ex-

cept for worship in song (ooh, that could be painful) 

we have all the ingredients which are present the 

morning before up at Second and B.  Every man is 

invited to share his prayer requests and also pray for 

others.  There is a solid time of Bible study.  All the 

guys participate in the discussion period.  We love 

each other, share prayer concerns and hold one an-

other accountable 

 

Gentlemen, come on out any Monday morning.  You 

can expect real life issues to be addressed.   

THANKSGIVING COOKOUT…JOIN 

THE HOLIDAY ADVENTURE! 

I’m so looking forward to a dramatic time in the out-

doors…on Thanksgiving Day!  And you are invited 

to join in.  Drive on out to Tou Velle Park for a meal 

featuring Beef Brisket, Chicken, Yams and Beans, 

Apple Pie, Baked Pears and Apples…all cooked in 

those cast iron Dutch ovens. Earl and Sean Rogers 

are members of the ‘cheffing’ and serving team this 

year…with the son bringing an apple pie of his own.  

Diners often bring dishes to share.  Eaters can expect 

the feast to begin about noon.  But to get the very 

best of the day, arrive after 9 to get in on hot out of 

the pot pull-apart bread with all that gooey stuff…

melted butter, brown sugar and toasted walnuts. We 

may put you to work doing some prep work or set-

ting up tables. 
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Come prepared to be heard.  Mondays…7:45…Old 

Farm House…Phoenix (Oregon!) 

 

LARSENS’ INVITATION… 

PLEASE DROP IN 
Please…drop in for some light vittles and hot cider.  

Our place.  Mingle with one another.  Bring the 

kids.   

Stay.  What’s the hurry?  There is nothing to bring 

but good wishes.  Just come on over between 4 and 

6 pm, Sunday afternoon, December 9.  Our an-

nouncement is a bit early, but as busy as December 

can be, we’re hoping you’ll use ink to write this 

little gathering in your calendar.  

 

21 STORIES…SO YOU LIKE THEM? 
One of a pastor’s great joys is that of helping folk 

get a sense of how the Bible is really one elongated 

Story.  A true story, for sure.  But, really, how do 

these people and events connect: Isaac, Joshua, Go-

liath, Moses, David, the Passover…and Jesus?  In 

my series of 21 Stories I’m working to give at-

tendees a sense of the timeline, skeleton and plot of 

the Bible.  Of course this means covering huge 

chunks of time and large portions of scripture in 

small morsels of time.  But when all is said and 

done…sometime in February…I’m confident that 

listeners and Bible readers will step forward with a 

stronger sense of the Bible’s continuity and pur-

pose.  Jim L 

 

MISSED ONE OF THE 21 STORIES? 
If you happen to miss one of Jim’s 21 Story mes-

sages, take heart. Jim’s entire series is being added 

to our church website each week. Just go to 

www.cc-ashland.org/sermons and that will take you 

directly to Jim’s sermons. Jim’s messages on the 21 

Stores are there with the latest one being from this 

past Sunday. His intro message includes a short 

video of his cake demo. The messages are listed 

with the most resent message first and working 

backward. There is a title picture; a link to the main 

scripture, Jim’s outline and a PowerPoint slideshow 

with the slides from Sunday morning (you don’t 

need PowerPoint); the audio from the message is 

also there to listen to.  

 

You can even leave a comment or click on Share to 

share a link or Facebook, Twitter or other social 

media site. You can also subscribe to the audio 

podcast in the iTunes store, just search for 

“Christian Church of Ashland” and have each pod-

cast downloaded to iTunes.  Brad Fish 

 

SAINTS ALIVE… 

NOT ALWAYS SAINTLY 
You may not expect great church leaders of history 

laughing up a storm or telling jokes.  Luther, Cal-

vin, Campbell?  But those who pow wow on First 

Saturdays love the relaxed atmosphere and ample 

breakfast portions enjoyed as we spend time togeth-

er.  Newcomers…here is your chance to put names 

with faces.  Bring a friend…of any age.  Remember 

to mention tell the cashier if you are a AAA mem-

ber and/or a senior.  We can all appreciate an extra 

discount or two. 

 

Saints Alive…Saturday Morning…Nov 3…9 am…

Iron Skillet…Phoenix 

http://www.cc-ashland.org/sermons
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JACKSON HOUSE ON SUNDAYS 
I’ve found the most appreciated part of our Sunday 

afternoon ministry at Jackson House in Talent is vis-

iting.  Some of the residents are more grateful for a 

time to chat with somebody from outside their usual 

circle.  I get there at 2 and plan to stay about an hour.  

If you’d like to join me in this most rewarding with 

special people just drop in.  Jackson House is on 

Suncrest Road.  Jim L 

 

SYMPATHY TO KARL SLACK IN THE 

PASSING OF HIS BROTHER BILL 
Karl Slack has had so much going on his life recent-

ly, including a stint in the hospital, then a rehab 

place...finally an assisted living spot at Pioneer Vil-

lage in Jacksonville where he and Helen Jane live.  

Then came the loss of his younger brother, Bill. Our 

hearts go out to the Slacks   A service was held in 

Ashland for Billy ‘Bill’ Slack on Thursday, October 

25, with our pastor officiating.  God bless you dear 

Karl and HJ.  God bless you, Helen, for your faith-

fulness to Karl through thick and thin. 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
It’s that time again. We have empty shoe boxes  just 

waiting to be filled. Look for shoeboxes in the foyer. 

There is also a big box in the foyer if you would like 

to bring something and our children will fill some 

boxes with what is brought in. Bring your filled box-

es in any time. Please remember to include $7 to Sa-

maritan's Purse to help with shipping. You can also 

donate on-line and print a barcode to track your 

package. We will dedicate the shoe boxes and send 

them on their way on Sunday, November 11th. Visit 

www.samaritanspurse.org/occ/  

Brad Fish 

 

SENIOR SHOEBOX PROJECT 
For the past several years Access, Inc. has had a Sen-

ior Shoebox Project. The purpose of this project is to  

bring some cheer and caring to seniors or shut-ins. 

This year we will we  offer the opportunity to pro-

vide these shoebox gifts for Seniors in our area. 

 

If you would like to participate just find a shoebox 

and wrap the box and lid separately. Then fill the box 

with items for a seniors. Flyers are available at the 

Greeters Table. Turn the boxes into the church by 

REMEMBERING 

FRED 
Fred Kannasto was so 

faithful to God and our 

church.  He sat near the 

front each Sunday with 

his huge worn Bible in 

hand.  Perhaps you did-

n’t know that he played 

on Ashland High’s 

state championship 

basketball team.  While 

attending Southern Or-

egon College he played 

quarterback on the football team.  They won the state 

championship as well.  He was inducted into the 

school’s Hall of Fame.  He served his country as a 

Marine and participated in the most fierce and deadly 

battles of the war.  Those dreadful experiences left 

their mark on him.   
 

A memorial service was conducted at the church to 

remember this dear man.  Thanks to the ladies who 

prepared a fine lunch for those in attendance.  We’ll 

miss this remarkable man.   

Fred Kannasto, 1927-2012. 
 

TOMORROW AND TOMORROW… 
Good intentions pave the road to you know where.  

And I have plenty of good intentions waiting for me 

to act on them.  Can you identify with this?  Perhaps 

you are waiting to register for the Laugh Your Way 

seminar that is just around the corner.  Wait no long-

er.  Do it today.  You can find a link on the church 

website or Google Laugh Your Way to find us listed 

in upcoming events on their website.  If you are not 

into using the internet, old fashioned fill in the blank 

with a pencil forms are available in the entry area at 

church.  And here is the best part. 
 

If you register and pay your $35 per couple fee you 

can invite another couple who are not church goers 

to come with you for free.  What a great fun way to 

introduce them to our church family and have an en-

joyable time to boot.  Mark your calendars and plan 

on attending Fri/Sat Nov 9 and 10.  Fliers with all of 

the details are available along with other registration 

materials in the entry at church.  See you there. 

Gene Stringer 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ/
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Sunday, December 2nd. For more information visit 

www.accesshelps.org/Page.asp?NavID=215   

    Brad Fish  

 

MISSION MOMENT 
Your mission committee has been consistent in high-

lighting one mission every Sunday in the worship 

service throughout each month.  October was an ex-

ception, with our emphasis on Grove Christian Ser-

vice Camp (near Cottage Grove) and the Oregon 

Christian Evangelistic Association (OCEF).  Our 

youth attend GCSC every year.  And we are grateful 

to the OCEF for planting churches around Oregon.  

Bob Wood serves as the Director.  Our church sends 

support to both of these groups every month. 

 

In November we’ll keep you informed about another 

of the missions we support. 

 

NOVEMBER COMMUNAL MEAL 
Want to share some Thanksgiving leftovers?  Bring 

something to share on the ‘common’ table the Sun-

day after Turkey Day.  Pie, turkey, stuffing…it is all 

welcome.  Or bring something else to share.  This 

will be a rather casual event.  Table service and bev-

erages will be provided.  The main thing is fellow-

ship.  There you have it…a relaxed meal after church 

on Sunday, November 25.  There is no plan for who

-brings-what.  Just do it. 

 

OLD TIME MOVIES A HIT, HIT, HIT 
For over a decade we’ve been offering a popular bit 

of entertainment at our church that impacts the entire 

valley.  People drive from all over to see old classics 

on a big screen.  Mike Royer’s choices continue to 

draw raves from our guests…including the ‘terror’ 

movies shown prior to Halloween.  People exit these 

Third Saturday double features with words of grati-

tude for movies which are family-friendly.  Keep it 

up Mike…and many thanks to the rest of our set-up 

and snack bar team. 

 

JIM’S WEEKLY READER…FOR SALE 
So many have shown an interest in having a collec-

tion of our pastor’s weekly newspaper articles.  So 

we are happy to announce that a booklet of 2012’s 

thought-provoking columns will be available to you 

soon.  The $10 price tag will make it possible to mail 

this book of treasures to those from out of the area.  

Just send a check to the church PO box and we’ll 

shoot a copy your way.  Others can sign up in the 

church library throughout November.  The deadline 

for getting in on the printing is December 2.  Maybe 

this would be a handy Christmas gift for somebody. 

  

39PLUS…THE WORKS 
These good folk end up enjoying a swath of bless-

ings every month.  On the First Wednesday our 39-

and- older cadre gathers for games, Bible study and 

fine dining at Marie Hoffman’s place.  On the Last 

Wednesday you’ll find them folding the church 

newsletter, studying the Bible again, and enjoying a 

potluck in Fellowship Hall.  Many of them get on 

board the Rogue Rider’s train and head for places far 

or near. 

Newcomers are invited to stop by Marie’s home (61 

N Mountain Ave) on November 7.  Action begins at 

10 a.m..  On November 28 you can try your hand at 

folding, creasing or putting stickers on the monthly 

newsletter.  Unskilled laborers are quite welcome.  

Arrive about 10.  Bring something for the buffet if 

you’d like. 

 

Marie Hoffman’s home…November 7 

Fellowship Hall…November 28 

 

MARLIA-LARSENS RETURN BY 

NEW YEARS 
They left us in October of 2011 and will return by 

January of 2013.  Brian is well on his way to being 

certified as a Nurse Practitioner.  Lori Jo has plans to 

become a midwife.  Cielo is now six.  Mia Jo was 

born in August.  It will be grand to have this mis-

sionary family back on our turf.  We thought you’d 

want to know of their intentions.  

 

http://www.accesshelps.org/Page.asp?NavID=215
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

  8  - Sandee McDaniel 

12  - Lori Jo Marlia-Larsen 

15  - Crystal Garcia 

16  - Gene Stringer 

20  - Betty Lillibridge 

22  - Jim Farmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

12  - Mel and Betty Tine Metcalf 

24  - Jim and Gwen Jarrell 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

HANGING OF THE GREENS…

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 
Join us Saturday Dec 3rd following the Saints Alive 

Breakfast in Phoenix. We will plan on10:00 to noon 

to decorate the Sanctuary and downstairs area for the 

Christmas season. All ages and genders are welcome 

to help. Don your favorite holiday apparel and know 

that the more hands helping, to the sooner it will get 

done!  

 

HAPPY HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

ELDENE RIDINGER 
Several of our Ashland folk carried our church’s 

birthday greetings to Rogue Valley Christian Church 

where many gathered to share cake and coffee in 

honor of Eldene’s 80th Big Day.  It was a fine party 

with plenty of fellowship and laughter.  Happy Birth-

day, dear lady.  

 

VETERAN’S DAY  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Sunday, November 11th is Veteran’s Day. Why not 

drop by Pioneer Hall across from Lithia Park to en-

joy the Annual Veteran’s Day Pancake Breakfast 

sponsored by the local post of the American Legion 

This event has been a tradition in Ashland for many 

years and several of our church members have been 

part of it. Menu includes: pancakes, ham, eggs, juice, 

coffee , tea, and hot chocolate. Cost is $6 for adults, 

$3 for those 6-12 years and 5 and under eat free. 

Breakfast is from 7:00 a.m. to Noon so come early 

before heading to church.  Brad Fish 

 

DAYLIGHT  

SAVINGS 

TIME ENDS 
Remember—

Daylight Savings 

ends at 2:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning, 

November 4, 2011.  

Set your clocks back 

one hour before you 

go to bed Saturday 

night. 
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OF GHOST CITY." He's followed by 

O'Henry's hero of the Old West, The CISCO 

KID in 1947's "ROBIN HOOD OF MON-

TEREY" starring Gilbert Roland. Then for 

those concerned about the fate of BUCK and 

the gal  we present episode 2 of our serial. 

The evening's range adventures are topped off 

by William Boyd in the 1938 Paramount 

classic "HEART OF ARIZONA" as Hop-

py comes to the rescue of Belle Starr. So, 

buckaroos and buckerettes, saddle up and 

join us for a fun evening in the Old West as it 

never was, except in the films of Hollywood's 

Golden Age. Gawrsh...we'll be horn-swaggled if you don't have a 

great time... and return home with nary a saddle sore. You'll hardly 

be in "the saddle" 'li’l more than 3 hours. "Yes siree, Bob!"...as 

Windy would say. 
 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of the evening 

and during intermission we will be showing vintage drive-in snack-

bar ads and coming attraction previews. Bring a hearty appetite and 

be sure to tell your friends and all your neighbors about this free 

community event. That's right. The movies 

are FREE! Tell everyone you know all 

about the fun that's in store for them and 

their families. 
 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 p.m. and 
the movies start at 6:30 p.m. There is NO 
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Jim Larsen, Minister 
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 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Non-Profit 

Organization 
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Gordon of Ghost City 

Robin Hood of Monterey 

Heart of Arizona 

"MY HEROES HAVE ALWAYS BEEN (Movie) COWBOYS" 
                                                              unknown source 
 

The movie studios called 'em 

“Outdoor Dramas” and the critics 

called 'em “Oaters”, “Sagebrush 

Sagas” and “Horse Operas”...but 

whatever you call 'em, these movies 

thrilled and delighted Saturday Mat-

inee audiences of several generations 

for decades before TV became the 

domain of dashing knights of the 

range and fair damsels in distress. Pardners, the election is over, so 

let's return to a simpler time when there were no "grey" areas to 

ponder or confuse. 
 

Join us Saturday evening Nov. 17 for 

a night of hard ridin' and quick 

shootin' when BUCK JONES, The 

CISCO KID and HOPALONG CAS-

SIDY show us what silver screen 

heroes were made of. We start with 

BUCK JONES in Episode 1 of the 

Universal 1933 serial "GORDON 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


