
Connecting to the Church 

Pastor Daniel Buckley 

At the Church we are striving to reach unity and we continue to 

move closer to that goal as time goes on.  Our unity pronounces the 

second aspect of the purpose of the Church, connecting to the 

Church, because our unity invites others to be a part of our fellow-

ship and it makes us realize our strength as a body when we meet 

together and live life together.  Connecting people to the Church is 
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Cross Beams 



Ephesians 5:25-32
(NIV) 
 
25 Husbands, love your 

wives, just as Christ 
loved the church and 

gave himself up for 
her26 to make her ho-

ly, cleansing her by the 

washing with water 
through the word, 

27 and 

to present her to him-
self as a radiant church, 

without stain or wrinkle 
or any other blemish, 

but holy and blame-
less. 

28 In this same way, 

husbands ought to love 
their wivesas their own 

bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves him-

self. 
29 After all, no one 

ever hated their own 

body, but they feed and 

care for their body, just 
as Christ does the 

church—30 for we are 
members of his 

body. 
31 “For this reason 

a man will leave his fa-

ther and mother and be 
united to his wife, and 

the two will become one 
flesh.” 

32 This is a pro-

found mystery—but I am 
talking about Christ and 

the church.  

vital to our mission and ministry because we are a Church who 

loves people as God loves us.  We want to connect more and 

more people to the Church, as well as reconnect ourselves con-

stantly to each other through different types of communication, 

prayer with the body, praising God together, and the study of 

God’s Word together.   

We follow Christ in action and thought in our lives as Christians.  

In our actions we carry out the love of God at work, in our fami-

lies, with friends, but in thought we look at the Church as Jesus’ 

prized partner in this world.  Jesus holds the Church in high es-

teem—as husbands hold their wives in high esteem, “Husbands, 

love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself 

up for her…” (Ephesians 5:25)  This comparison is important be-

cause we see how much Jesus moves in our lives daily and is ex-

emplified in the message of the cross. 

This week my wife and I celebrate a little-known time outside of 

our relationship: our dating anniversary.  Charity and I started 

dating soon after she arrived at school as a freshman in college.  

We spent our first date on a Wednesday night in the student 

center on campus watching a movie.  I walked her back to our 

dorm and we knew then that the relationship starting was some-

thing special.  That first date is important to us and we celebrate 

it each year.  Through the last 16 years, our relationship has 

gone through turbulent times, but we remain faithful to each 

other because we are still that couple that watched a movie in 

the student center 16 years ago.   

Jesus meets with us as a Church and as individuals because of 

how important we are to Him.  There are turbulent times in the 

life of any Church that works to disrupt its unity.  Still, Jesus nev-

er disregards our partnership with Him—let’s work hard to never 

disregard His partnership with us by uniting together in the mes-

sage of the cross so we can ultimately connect more to the 

Church. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Recently a warning light appeared on my dashboard.  It keeps flick-
ering on and off telling me “DOOR AJAR”.  There are several possi-
ble interpretations but since all of my doors seem solidly closed I 
doubt it is a real warning.  Suppose it is an invitation!  Maybe 
something like the commercial for Motel 6, “I’ll leave the light on 
for you.”  That is an interesting idea.  An open door, even if it is 
only open a little bit, offers an irresistible invitation for the curious.  I began thinking about open doors 
in my past and how they often led to exciting and rewarding opportunities.  Did I miss out on some for 
lack of due diligence or curiosity?  How about you? 
 
Jesus left his disciples with these words that speak of an open door.  “I go to prepare a place for you…”  

They were perplexed.  See John 14 for the rest of the story. 

 

I GO   
Notice that Jesus first had to go in order that the rest could follow (Check it out in Philippians 2).  No-
tice also that his final instructions to his disciples were TO GO so that the rest of his plan for them 
could happen (see Matthew 28:16-20).  There is something for which we are expected… 
 

TO PREPARE 
The going is part of the preparation.  It has been said that the joy of travel is 90% anticipation and 10% 
realization.  Somehow I don’t think that is correct in this instance.  Nevertheless we often find our-
selves living as though this preparation phase is at least 90% of the whole?  Some will even say it is 
100% and that there is nothing more.  But Jesus said there is… 
 

A PLACE 
Why should we give credence to this place?  Many authors have written from their imaginations about 
utopias or Shangri la.  But that is all fiction, nothing more than a dream.  Why should the place that 
Jesus spoke of be given any more heed?  There is really only one reason.  It is the same reason that 
everything else he said is true.  If you believe it is true that Jesus rose from the dead as he had said 
then everything else is “small peanuts” in comparison.  And all of this is… 
 

FOR YOU 
Amazingly we have an open door before us.  In order to experience the fulfillment of the opportunity 
we each need to decide to walk through that door.  The time of preparation will end for each one of 
us some day.  The truth spoken by Jesus will then be seen.  Will you be prepared?   
 

DOOR AJAR—A Warning OR an Opportunity? 
 

Gene Stringer 

DOOR AJAR—A Warning OR an Opportunity?  
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Thanksgiving Potluck 

This is a special time to praise God with thankfulness 
in our hearts.   
To share good food with family and friends.   
Remember the blessings He has given to us this year. 
 
Provided for the potluck will be turkey, gravy, dress-
ing, ham with pineapple-orange sauce, and potatoes. 
Everyone is invited to bring their favorite Thanksgiving 
salads, vegetables, sides dishes and/or desserts. Let’s 
fill the tables with the bounty He has given to us.   
 
Please bring foods already cooked.  The ovens are for keeping foods warm. 

Veteran’s Day Pancake Breakfast 

Tuesday, November 11th is Veteran’s Day. Why not drop by Pioneer Hall across from 
Lithia Park to enjoy the Annual Veteran’s Day Pancake Breakfast sponsored by the local 
post of the American Legion This event has been a tradition in Ashland for many years 
and several of our church members have been part of it. Menu includes: pancakes, ham, 
eggs, juice, coffee , tea, and hot chocolate. Cost is $6 for adults, $3 for those 6-12 years 
and 5 and under eat free. Breakfast is from 7:00 a.m. to Noon. 

Brad Fish 

Foundations of Appologetics 
We continue with our study Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30. 

 

Designed to introduce a comprehensive range of apologetic arguments and strate-

gies, Foundations of Apologetics features lectures by RZIM’s team of apologists including 

Ravi Zacharias, Michael Ramsden, John Lennox, Stuart McAllister, Alister McGrath, Amy 

Orr-Ewing, L.T. Jeyachandran, and Joe Boot. 
 

Students of this rigorous curriculum will become adept at recognizing the many 

worldviews influencing our culture and equipped to challenge the assumptions of these 

worldviews. 
 

It is our prayer you will find the studies foster not only knowledge but also cultivate the 

skills to communicate that knowledge in a way that is winsome and effective.. 
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Piece Corps annual 
quilt drawing 

Be on the lookout for this 

year’s quilt.  Soon it will be 

on display.  

 

Each year the Piece Corp 

has a drawing for a quilt at 

Christmas time. The money 

from tickets provides the 

funds for quilting supplies 

during the upcoming year. 

Tickets will be $4 each or 3 

for $10  See a member of 

the Piece Corp to purchase 

tickets. The drawing will be 

held in December. 

Daylight  

Savings Time Ends 

Remember—Daylight  

Savings ends at 2:00 a.m. 

Sunday morning,  

November 2nd.  Set your 

clocks back one hour  

before you go to bed  

Saturday night. 

Thanksgiving Proclamation 
By the President of the United States of America, a Proclamation. 

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, 
to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection 
and favor-- and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee re-
quested me to recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanks-
giving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many 
signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably 
to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness. 

Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next 
to be devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious 
Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be-- 
That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks--for 
his kind care and protection of the People of this Country previous to their becoming 
a Nation--for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his 
Providence which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war--for 
the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed--for 
the peaceable and rational manner, in which we have been enabled to establish con-
stitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national 
One now lately instituted--for the civil and religious liberty with which we are 
blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in 
general for all the great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer up-
on us. 

and also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplica-
tions to the great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national 
and other transgressions-- to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to 
perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually--to render our na-
tional government a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a Government of 
wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed--to 
protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shewn kindness 
unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord--To promote 
the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the encrease of science 
among them and us--and generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of tem-
poral prosperity as he alone knows to be best. 

Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of 
our Lord 1789. 

George Washington 

Library of Congress, Manuscript Division.  
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Calendar of Events 
Saturday, November 1 

SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  
9am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

It’s time for a another great breakfast gathering 
at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. This is open to all 
(you don’t need to be a Saint). Bring a joke or 
funny story and a friend. Plan on leaving home 
a little early because of the construction on I-5.  

 

Friday, November 7 
“THE CLEARING” 

6—8 pm —Fellowship Hall 
A young families Night of Study and Fellowship 
 

Friday, November 7 
DEACON MEETING 
6:30pm —Library 

 

Sunday, November 9 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30pm —Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 23 
THANKSGIVING POTLUCK 
12:30pm—Fellowship Hall 

Come enjoy our monthly potluck for November 
with a twist: all foods will be Thanksgiving 
themed.  Be prepared for an afternoon of 
thankfulness for the many blessings we see in 
our lives. 
 

Wednesday, November 26 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 
On the last Wednesday of the month a dedicat-
ed group of individuals give of their time to fold 

and prepare the monthly newsletter for the 
mail.  Come and join them for this worthwhile 
service to our church. We follow the folding 

with a potluck lunch. 

 

Friday, December 12 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

7:00pm—Sanctuary 
As Christians we celebrate the birth of our sav-
ior, and this year we will celebrate with music 
devoted to Christ’s birth.  Come enjoy the 
songs with friends and family and then stick 
around for a dessert following the concert. 
 

Coming Soon... 
ALPHA COURSE 

Time—TBD 
With food and learning, we are going to open 
our doors to the community to help them see 
what our faith is all about...connecting to the 
world.  Keep a lookout for more details to 
come. 
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Celebrations!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November Birthdays 
  8  - Sandee McDaniel 

12  - Lori Jo Marlia-Larsen 

16  - Gene Stringer 

20  - Betty Lillibridge 

22  - Jim Farmer 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November Anniversaries 
12  - Mel & Betty Tine Metcalf 

24  - Jim & Gwen Jarrell 
  
 

 

 

 

 
Editor’s Note:  For any changes or up-

dates, please contact the office.  

Thank you.        Brad 
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Sundays 

9:30am Adult Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 Youth Bible Study (Green Room Down
 stairs) 

 Children’s Bible Study (Prayer Room      
 Upstairs) 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

11:00am— Jr. Worship 

7:00pm—  1 Corinthians Study—Library 

  (last class November 16) 

 

Mondays 

7:45am Real Men, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Tuesdays 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

7:00pm Christmas Choir Practice, Fellowship Hall 

Wednesdays 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Weekly Events 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:00 AM  Jr. Worship 
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Organization 
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 $500.00

 $1,000.00
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 $2,500.00

 $3,000.00

 $3,500.00

 $4,000.00

Offering

Total Gifts

With Match

We continue our mission focus on the need for motorbike for Richard in Kenya to make his 

travelling easy when visiting distant villages during evangelism and visitation work. For in-

stance, the daughter church in Kakongu is 33kms away from the Kainuk mother church. The 

cost for a 150cc, Model TVs Star, IGO, Focin, Bird with a lifespan of 3 – 7 years is $4,183, in-

cluding accessories. So far we are on target so let’s keep up the good work 


