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John and I had parked my old pickup 
near the dry riverbed and hiked into 
the foothills of the Santa Catalina 
Mountains in search of those little de-
sert pigs, Javelina.  Midmorning the 
clouds dropped and visibility  was re-
duced to mere yards.  We got separat-
ed.  Toward evening, having hunted 
alone throughout the day, I felt my 
way campward, doubtful of spending 
the night near my hunting partner.   
Forty years later we still shake our 
heads at the thought of that evening 
‘miracle’.  What was it that caused 
John, now at our little campsite, to 
simply call my name in the dark…just 
once? I was perhaps 50 feet away .  It 
was like finding a needle in a pile of 
hay, for sure.  He simply felt the urge 
to call out ‘Jim’.  One word. 

Thousands of days later I can testify to 
hearing a welcome voice in my 
‘night’…a friendly calling…
sometimes just a whisper.  Disorient-
ed, in the fog, on the way downhill…
the Voice.  What is to account for this 
beckoning…from seemingly out of 
nowhere? 

I don’t know.  But my hunch is that 
God is simply keeping his word and 
living up to his nature as a pursuer of 
souls who are slip sliding away.  And 
it often happens in much less dramatic 
or dangerous moments.  There is that 
still small voice…a slight nudging...a 
hand on the shoulder.  I haven’t actu-
ally felt his touch on my skin.  Still the 
goose bumps involuntary rise up when 

he mercifully comes my way with 
love exuding.  

When we step in a pothole or slip into 
the ditch he is far more likely to give 
us a hand than the boot.  And there is 
less finger-pointing and more hand-
extending.  We are the lost lambs 
which the Good Shepherd searches 
high and low for. The misplaced coin.   
The reckless, thoughtless boy in the 
pig pen.   A voice wafts our way…the 
familiar voice of love.  It conjurs up 
fond remembrances of a warm, safe 
and comfy abode.  It calls us.  He calls 
us.  And once on the way back…
wow…he is leaping off the porch and 
speeding our way while we’re yet far 
off. 

Some see God as one who enjoys 
thumping his long boney finger on our 
chests while backing us into a corner 
of shame, demanding explanations and 
deep remorse.  I’ve found that to be 
quite unlike him…except for incorri-
gible, unrepentant types.   

David was pursued by God.  Of course 
he had to repent.  But that done, God 
was quickly in his element… restora-
tion.  And he hasn’t changed an iota.  
So stop the excuse-making…the run-
ning and trembling.  Turn around for 
Heaven’s sake.  He’s armed for that.  
Ready? 
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Prince.  Week by 

week they pray to-

gether and delve into 

God’s word.  They 

are under orders, and 

know it.  Table time 

is not the ‘end’.  It 

provides a little 

launching pad for 

the week…with di-

rectives from Heav-

en to be obeyed, and 

blessings to be en-

joyed.  Join them 

any Monday…7:45 

in the morning.  

Phoenix, Oregon! 

 

39PLUS…FIRST AND LAST 

WEDNESDAYS 
The routine is not merely routine.  Although our ca-

dre of has been meeting, studying and eating for well 

over a decade…each gathering is special.  Oh, the 

fun games provide some friendly competition.  And 

the study time…always lively and pertinent.  The 

vittles…more than satisfying.  And the door is al-

ways open and inviting.  39PLUS is for you, friend.  

Drive over to Marie Hoffman’s place (61 N. Moun-

tain Avenue) on December 5...10am.  Bring your 

Bible. 

Ah, the other special Wednesday…actually changed 

to Thursday, December 27 this month.  The normal 

schedule will be in place.  At 10 there are newsletters 

to be folded.  Following the work we’ll enjoy a bit of 

SAINTS ALIVE…SATURDAY,  

DECEMBER 1 
We love each other, 

don’t we?  These 

First Saturdays are 

celebrations of that 

love.  We aren’t so 

needy for yet anoth-

er breakfast out that 

we travel from all 

over the valley to a 

truck stop.  We are 

needy for each oth-

er.  It is that simple.  

There is no sermon 

or devotional mes-

sage.  We gather 

around the table and tell those crazy stories as usual.  

Of course we pray together. But the main course is 

heart to heart stuff.  Place: The Iron Skillet in Phoe-

nix (Oregon!). 

 

And best of all, it is a marvelous opportunity for 

newcomers to get acquainted.  So…you newbies…

show up at 9 on Saturday, December 1.  Order from 

the menu or make your way to the ample buffet.  

Seniors receive a discount…but you’ll have to ask 

for it.  Those with AAA cards get an additional 

break.  Young or old…this is for you.  When we fin-

ish up hop in your car and head for the decorating 

event at the church. 

 

DECORATING...CHRISTMAS 

STYLE—SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 
Join us Saturday Dec 1st following the Saints Alive 

Breakfast in Phoenix. We will plan on 10:00 to noon 

to decorate the Sanctuary and downstairs area for the 

Christmas season. All ages and genders are welcome 

to help. Don your favorite holiday apparel and know 

that the more hands helping, to the sooner it will get 

done!  Soup will be served to all decorators.  
 

REAL MEN, JUST PRINCES 
Here is a certainty…the gents who converge on The 

Old Farm House Monday after Monday have sworn 

allegiance to the King.  Bill, Josue, Jim, Darrel, Mel, 

Jerry, Earl, Jeff, Gene, Hal, Rick and others who fre-

quent this study time have all settled for the role of 

Prince William 
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party time.  Expect some fun.  Lunch will be of the 

potluck sort.  Left-overs from Christmas day…

including sweet stuff…will certainly do. 

 

THANKSGIVING OUTDOOR  

BANQUET…YUMMY 

A grand time was enjoyed by the crowd that 

trekked to Tou Velle State Park on Thanksgiving 

Day.  What a fine group…Rotarians, neighbors, 

church folk, friends…a real mix.  Here are a few 

shots of the adventure. 

 

21 STORIES…CONNECTING THE 

GOSPEL DOTS 
Friends, you thrill me with your responses to this 

current series of sermons. Thanks so much.  How I 

wish somebody had given me an overview of the 

Bible when I was but a boy.  Instead I heard so 

many great Bible stories…but missed how it all 

comprised The Story as a whole.  I’ve sought to 

give you a hand in discovering the gist, the outline 

of the Bible.  I’ve had to use a broad brush in giv-

ing you the sweep of this great Book. 

 

It is all about God’s plan to start with a man 

(Abraham), build a nation (the Hebrews) and final-

ly bless the entire planet via the Messiah.  Each 

piece of the puzzle is vital.  And in the end we’ll 

see how the eternal plan of God includes you and 

me.   

 

My hope is that you will learn how these true tales 

all fit together…and that you’ll want to tell them to 

others.  Go to the church’s website 

www.cc-ashland.org and click on ‘Sermons’.  Each 

week’s outline and Power Point can be accessed.  

You can also listen to all of the sermons there.   

The song has it right…We’ve a Story to Tell.  

Come hear another installment this Sunday…with 

plans to repeat it.  Jim L 

 

Editor’s note: You also have a chance to interact 

by sharing the page with others and making com-

ments.  

 

LARSEN’S OPEN HOUSE…PLEASE 

DROP IN 
Jim and I are hoping to spend time with each one of 

you this Christmas.  So please come on over to our 

home (114 Autumn Ridge Drive, Talent) on Sun-

day afternoon, December 9 from 4-6.  There is 

nothing to bring, but much to enjoy.  We’ll have 

plenty of Christmas treats and sweets…plus hot 

cider and coffee.  So please…be our guests on the 

second Sunday of December. Need directions?  

Give us a call at 541-535-7959.  Karen Larsen 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.cc-ashland.org
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 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

 Rogue Valley Christian Church 
1440 S Oakdale Ave, Medford—541-773-3144 

 5:30 p.m. and 7;00 p.m. Christmas Eve Ser-

vices 

 First United Methodist Church of Ashland  
175 N Main St, Ashland—541-482-3647 

 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

 Westminster Presbyterian 

2000 Oakwood Dr, Medford—541-773-8274 

 5:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve Worship 

 First Presbyterian Church 

85 S Holly St, Medford—541-779-1711 

 7:00 p.m. "Lessons in Carols" 

 Jesus Church  
1204 Stowe Ave #16, Medford 

 6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight  

Service 

JIM’S BOOK OF NEWSPAPER 

COLUMNS  
Jim writes a ditty 

for the Ashland Tid-

ings newspaper eve-

ry Thursday.  If 

you’d like to own a 

booklet containing 

all 52 of these inspi-

rational, provoca-

tive and inviting 

entries, just get your 

order in to the 

church office by 

December 2.  The 

cost…$10.  Any 

revenue beyond the 

cost of production 

will go to our be-

nevolence fund. 

 

Send your check to Christian Church of Ashland,  

P O Box 959, Ashland, OR 97520-0032.  But the 

main thing to do is call (541-482-1561) or email the 

church (office@cc-ashland.org) with your order now 

so we can get going on your book(s). 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTIES 
Here is an opportunity to have your friends and fami-

ly meet your church family.  Throw a Christmas or 

ROGUE RIDERS TREK TO  

THE BUTTE CREEK MILL 
We have been doing this for over a decade…making 

little forays to interesting places and capping the day 

off at some eatery.  We have been to county fairs, 

hatcheries, parks, special businesses, museums, 

Crater Lake, a lumberjack festival…you name it.  

And now we are off to Eagle Point’s old mill with its 

nifty store.  Here is your last chance to shop for some 

unique gifts for others…or yourself.  On the way 

back through White City the plan calls for a lunch 

stop at the Apple Peddler Restaurant. 

So here is the deal: Join the carpool/caravan from the 

church parking on Wednesday, December 19thlot at 

10…or go directly to Butte Falls Mill at about 10:40.   
 

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY,  

DECEMBER 23 
A delightful morning awaits you…two days before 

Christmas.  We’ll feature the children of the church.  

A sermonette delivered by a special lady.  A retelling 

of the Christmas Story by our little ones.  Christmas 

songs.  A short sermon.  And plenty of sweets for our 

fellowship time!  Bring a friend…Sunday, December 

23. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SOMEWHERE 
Since our folk are scattered all over the Rogue Val-

ley, evening programs suffer in terms of attendance. 

So we encourage you to find a Christmas Eve service 

to enjoy.  I truly enjoyed Michael Wing’s service at 

Westminster Presbyterian last year.  There are plenty 

for you to choose from.  Here are a few.          Jim L 

 First Baptist Church of Ashland 
2004 Siskiyou Blvd, Ashland 

541-482-3836 

 6:00 p.m. - Candlelight Service 

 Ashland Christian Fellowship 
50 W Hersey St, Ashland—541-482-8539 

 6:30 p.m. -Christmas Eve Service 

 Ashland Gracepoint Nazarene 
1760 E Main St, Ashland—541-482-1784 
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New Year’s Eve party…with invitations to a mix of 

church folk and your other friends.   

 

MARLIA-LARSENS RETURN 

They left us in October of 2011.  There in Tacna,  

Peru, Lori Jo and Brian served as missionary nurses, 

helping in the construction of a medical clinic and 

lab.  Brian has been completing online course work 

in his nurse practitioner pursuits.  Upon arrival in 

Oregon he’ll do his hands on work at La Clinca, with 

certification resulting in 2012.  Lori Jo, already and 

RN, has plans to also get in a nurse practitioner certi-

fication as a midwife.  The Marlia-Larsens will be 

moved to Talent by year’s end.  Cielo will attend 

Talent Elementary School.  Grandparents will be 

quite happy. When asked how we can pray for them 

in this transition time Lori Jo and Brian gave us these 

concerns as prayer topics: 

 

1) Moving/packing....difficult goodbyes here in 

Tacna 

2) Safe travel home (via Chile where we will be de-

briefing with IAM) 

3) Cielo (getting settled into school. he is just com-

pleting kindergarten here and will immediately 

be in the second half of his First grade year when 

school starts up in January) 

 

Here are specific needs we have: 

1) Infant car seat (we don't have one and don't really 

have the money to buy one) 

2) A crib for Mia Jo 

3) Travel Funds as we drive to report to supporters 

 

DECEMBER POTLUCK! 
Mark your calendar for our Christmas Potluck on 

Sunday December 16th .  Come celebrate an early 

Christmas feast with your church family. Ham and 

Turkey will be provided so bring your favorite holi-

day dish. A – M bring a side dish & dessert N- Z 

bring a side dish & salad. Singles bring condiments 

such as olives, cranberry  sauce or rolls. Kitchen help 

is really needed so contact Kay if you can help in any 

way. 

 

PREGNANCY CENTER GIVING TREE 
The Pregnancy Center Giving Tree will be re-

instated this year. Items can be left at or on the tree 

until the end of the year. Baby items such as diapers, 

blankets, pacifiers, spoons, baby lotion etc. can be 

pinned to the tree or left underneath.  Join in the spir-

it of giving to this ministry.  

 

CALLING VOLUNTEERS…

JANITORIAL DUTIES 
Now that janitorial work is being conducted by vol-

unteers, we are looking for those will sign up for 

vacuuming and general cleaning duties on a week-at-

a-time basis.  Please register your commitment via 

the clipboard in the church library.  Want to cover 

more than a week?  Great! 

 

COLLEGE LEVEL COURSES? 
In February and March I’ll be offering one of the 

courses which I have the joy of teaching for North-

west Christian University.  Here are the possibilities: 

1) Biblical Themes and Perspectives of the  

Old Testament 

2) Biblical Themes and Perspectives of the  

New Testament 

3) Prayer…Getting Heaven’s Help 

4) The Heart of the Sermon on the Mount 

 

If there is sufficient interest in one of these 8-week 

courses I’ll offer it on Sunday morning at El Tapatio 

Restaurant on the north side of Ashland, 9:15 to 

10:15.  Students will need to pledge to arrive on 

time, since covering the material is a stretch as it is.  

I’ll provide coffee and a pastry.  Childcare hasn’t 

been figured out yet. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Cielo Marlia-Larsen  
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
  3  - Janie Moore 

  7  - Phyllis Smith 

10  - Jade Rudy 

11  - Kevin Sanders 

16  - Lois Hampson 

18  - Catherine (Kitty) Ellis 

19  - Earl Rogers 

19  - Kiley McDonald 

21  - Timothy Killian 

21  - Isaac McDaniel 

25  - Ala Jones 

25  - Dan Tiller Jr. 

26  - Donna Baize 

27  - Kay Killian 

27  - Theo Killian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
24  - Mike and Laurie Royer 

30  - Gene and Janice Stringer 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If I have missed your birthday or 

anniversary please let me know so I can update my 

calendar and include them in the future.  If I have 

included any that you would like removed please let 

me know that also.  Just send corrections to the 

church office.        Brad 

To register your interest in one of these courses (only 

one will be taught) just contact me…541-890-3209.  

Here is a fine opportunity to invite a friend or family 

member. 

Jim Larsen 

 

MARJORIE ZUCK JOINS HER LORD 
Marjorie Zuck 

passed away 

Wednesday, 

November 21, 

2012.  Please 

pray with/for 

the family.  

No service is 

planned.   

Cards may be 

sent to Marge 

Zuck’s family - c/o Northridge Center –  

3737 S Pacific Hwy, Phoenix, Oregon 97535  

 

ANNUAL PIECE CORP QUILT 
Each year the ladies of our Piece Corp create a  

special quilt just for Christmas. You can see the quilt 

in the church Library. A drawing will be held at our 

December Potluck to see who gets to take home this 

labor of love. You can purchase tickets for the draw-

ing at $5 each or 3 for $10. See Erma Potter for  

tickets. The Piece Corp uses the proceeds form this 

annual drawing to purchase supplies and material for 

the coming year and for special projects. This year 

the Piece Corp donated $100 for Christmas needs of 

our supported mission at Christians’ Haven in the 

Philippines.                     Brad Fish  

(Continued from page 5) 
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After an intermission of vintage 
snack-bar drive-in ads and coming 
attraction previews we present Bing 
Crosby and Danny Kaye as a talented 
song-and--dance act who join forces 
with sister act Rosemary Clooney and 
Vera-Ellen to come to the aid of the 
boys’ old army general whose inn is in 
financial trouble. The result is, as they 
say, "The stuff dreams are made of." 
It's 1954's Technicolor "WHITE 
CHRISTMAS," packed with Irving Ber-
lin hits like "Count Your Blessings In-
stead Of Sheep,", "Sisters," "Blue Skies" and of course, 
"White Christmas." Need we say more? Wow...what an 
evening! 

Our reasonably priced snack-bar will be open most of 
the evening so bring a hearty Holiday appetite. Tell all 
your friends and neighbors about this free community 
event. That's right. The movies are free! What a great 
way to take a break during the hustle and bustle of this 

busy Holiday season! 
There is NO charge for admission, but 
donations are gladly accepted. 
 

Doors and snack-bar open at 6:00 

p.m. and the movies start at 6:30 p.m. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

Jim Larsen, Minister 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Faithful to God, Responsive to People 

We’re on the Web 

www.cc-ashland.org 

 

 Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:30 AM  Junior Church 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

Ashland, Oregon 

Babes in Toyland 

White Christmas 

WOODEN SOLDIERS ON THE MARCH AND A TREASURY 
OF IRVING BERLIN CLASSIC SONGS...OH MY!  
 

It's that time of year when the 
spirit of giving and the sharing 
of a joyous occasion fills our 
hearts and minds, and what 
better way to celebrate than an 
evening of fabulous holiday 
color classics! We invite you 
Saturday evening December 
15th to take some time off from 

shopping, wrapping presents and sending cards to join us 
for a night of colorful Holiday delights. 

What better way to begin the festivities than with the 
antics of Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy as two bungling 
toy makers in Santa's workshop who involve themselves 
in thwarting the plans of evil Barnaby in the 1934 
"BABES IN TOYLAND." This holiday treat continues to 
delight audiences no matter how often it's seen and is a 
real surprise for first timers who've never seen it in color, 
the way Stan Laurel envisioned it in 1934. 

While you're at it, consider bringing 
something for the Ashland  
Emergency Food Bank. 


