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Volume 31, Issue 12 December 2015 

A monthly Christian Church of Ashland publication 

Welcome to our monthly newsletter of what’s happening at the Christian Church of 

Ashland on the corner of 2nd and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  We hope that you are 

able to come celebrate God’s love with us on a Sunday sometime.  If you aren’t able to 

attend a service, what follows in this newsletter will help you stay connected to the church 

by seeing upcoming events and celebrations in the body.  This newsletter isn’t meant to re-

place fellowship with the body so come join us as we worship God and if you can’t make it to 

a service and want to stay  connected in a bigger way, call us at the Church and request a vis-

it from someone in the body.  God bless you as you seek Him in all you do! 

crossbeams 

Ladies Christmas 
Party! 

 
 

Saturday, December 12th  

at 6:00 pm 

Janie Moore’s house 

1950 Alamar St. in Medford 

Bring an ornament as a gift with a story  

  about it. Call Kay Killian or Janie Moore 

if you have questions or plan to attend. 

Janie—541-941-6013 Kay - 541-608-7143 

 

Christmas Eve  

Service 

Thursday,  Dec. 24th  

at 6:30pm 



 2 

A message from Pastor Daniel… 

 

This month is a busy one in spirit because of expectations.  We expect 

different things from different people and from God.  Christmas is a 

holiday that commemorates the birth of our savior and his advent 

is celebrated in the terms of hope, joy, peace, and love.  As we enter 

the time of remembrance and celebration, we look to compassion 

from others and the thought that others will ensure our own hope, 

joy, peace, and love because of our expectation.  In this endeavor, 

we also expect certain gifts, food, and gatherings that also ensure 

the above terms in anticipation that we will be closer to God than 

we are the rest of the year.  These expectations are apparent in kids 

who want so much out of this time of year, but adults also exhibit 

this behavior and it creates dissension among the people gathering 

around the yule time. 

Over 2,000 years ago, a town of 200 people accepted many travelers 

as boarders during a census for the Roman world.  This town was 

essential to the Jewish faith because it was the beginning of the line 

of David, the once great king of Israel, who led God’s people to 

prominence and a tradition that would produce the Temple in Je-

rusalem.  Amidst the travelers was a lonely couple, just married and 

awaiting a newborn.  In the middle of the night, in a place meant 

to house livestock, their baby was born and it didn’t make the news.  

Rumors that this child could be the new king of the Jewish people 

reached Roman leaders and nobles from the East.  There was no 

ticker at the bottom of the tv screen, reading, “A Savior of the Jewish 

People Born in Bethlehem”.  Yet, word spread and hope, joy, peace, 

and love became the constant theme for all people who came to 

know this baby as he grew in his life.   

If there is an expectation during this holiday, it is that we get to 

know this baby that grew to be the leader of a new people: Chris-

tians.  People who are devoted to knowing God, loving him, and 

loving all people.  Expect God to meet you this month and show you 

his love and go to meet him as you practice and demonstrate hope, 

joy, peace, and love in all of your interactions with others.  And 

have a Merry Christmas! 
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What does that mean? What does it look like? How can I be 

like this? Here’s an example… 

 

The Absent Minded Professor 

 
My Dad would best be described 

as “The Absent Minded Professor”. 

He has an extremely high IQ, a 

vocabulary that beats Merriam-

Webster, a gift for verbal sparring, 

and the short term memory of a 

goldfish. For a man as brilliant as 

he is, he cannot make it through a 

day without losing something. He 

explains this phenomena as “a 

thinking man’s disease” as he cannot focus on the small 

stuff when his brain is so busy thinking. I explain this as a 

daily frustration in looking for his lost items (cars, keys, kids, 

etc.). It is with this in mind that I share this story of my Dad. 

Many years ago (late 1980’s) Dad once again misplaced his 

wallet, full of money, credit cards, etc. In trying to retrace 

his steps he couldn’t remember all the places he had been 

that day (but he could remember word-for-word what was 

said during an important meeting). When asked the ques-

tion “Where else did you go?” over and over again he just 

could not remember. (What did this make us – asking the 

same thing over and over, expecting different results? In-

sane!). Finally, he said “I’ll just go get another wallet”, as if 

that fixed the problem of replacing everything that was IN 

the wallet. 

Several days later Dad received a package in the mail. Inside 

was his wallet with everything intact and a note from the 

finder of the wallet. It read something like this ‘I found this 

in the parking lot at the Drug Store on Thursday after I got 

out of work. I couldn’t find your number anywhere so I just 

went ahead and sent it back to you.’ 

Dad was ecstatic to get his wallet back but a bit perplexed 

by the fact that the person did not give his/her name. Dad 

wanted to properly thank this person so the next day he 

went to the Drug Store and asked the clerk on duty if she 

knew who was working last Thursday night. She checked 

and gave Dad a name and the next time he would be in to 

work, which was that evening. Dad came back that night 

and engaged the young man in a conversation. He told Dad 

he had been recently laid off from General Motors, had a  

couple of kids and a wife at home and was barely making 

ends meet. Dad tried to give the young man a reward but he  

 

would not take it saying that “It was the honest thing to do, 

I shouldn’t be rewarded for it”. Dad thanked the man again 

and left. 

This whole scenario weighed on Dad’s mind throughout the 

next day. That evening he went back to the store and asked 

for the Manager. He sat down with the Manager and told 

him what happened with his wallet. He then told the Man-

ager “You would be a fool not to hire this young man full-

time. How often do you get evidence of someone being so 

honest?” Not being a fool, the Manager agreed and said he 

was going to offer him a full-time position as Assistant Man-

ager with benefits. 

Dad then called a local newspaper reporter that he knew 

and told him the story so that others would know of this 

young man. Two days later it made the cover of the news-

paper and it made it on the local news. Throughout the in-

terviews and recognition the young man remained humble 

and grateful. 

This true example of living out 1 Peter 3:8 has always been 

an inspiration to me and an aspiration as well. It has led me 

to research what true compassion is, how it looks and why 

Jesus called us to be compassionate. In doing this research I 

found that there are 4 basic steps to compassion and all 

must be done with humility.  

First, I had to understand the different feelings that arise 

within me when I see someone in pain and/or need so I 

went to Merriam-Webster. 

 

Definitions: 

Pity evokes a tender or sometimes slightly contemptuous 

sorrow or empathy for a group of people, a person, or an 

animal in misery, pain or distress, i.e. feelings of pity may 

be felt towards the homeless; orphans; people with disabili-

ties or terminal illness. 

Sympathy is a social affinity in which one can closely un-

derstand another’s feelings; an inclination to think or feel 

alike. It is when one has a strong concern for the other per-

son. 

Empathy is the capability to share your feelings and un-

derstand another’s emotions and feelings. It is often char-

acterized as the ability to “put oneself into another’s 

shoes”. 

Compassion is a profound human emotion prompted by 

the pain of others. It gives rise to an active desire to allevi-

ate another’s suffering. 

Humility is the quality or state of not thinking you are 

better than other people.  

 

1 Peter 3:8  - Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another,  

be compassionate and humble.  
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A New Beatitude? 

 
The longest sermon in the New Testament is recorded in Matthew 5-7.  It was delivered by Jesus to His disciples 

gathered on a mountain.  Thus it is known as the Sermon on the Mount.  It begins with an interesting series of some-

what contradictory sounding statements called the beatitudes.   

 
Matthew 5:3-12 
(3)  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
(4)  "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
(5)  "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
(6)  "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
(7)  "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
(8)  "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
(9)  "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
(10) "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
(11) "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you  
         falsely on my  account. 
(12) Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were     
        before you. 
 

Preachers have had a field day with these over the years trying to explain their meaning and application.  Perilously I 

offer one more for the list (Revelation 22:18).  Before I tell you what it is I will explain how it arose in my mind.  

 

 I have been bothered for some weeks by a statement overheard from a loved one that said something like this.  

“Being in church makes me uncomfortable.”  This was offered to perhaps explain why church attendance had be-

come a rarity in their life.  It got me to thinking about church attendance and comfort.  An old preacher once pro-

claimed his job was to comfort the afflicted…and to afflict the comfortable.  Maybe it isn’t such a bad thing to feel 

uncomfortable in church.  It might be like one of the beatitudes above.  So here is my proposal for an addition to the 

list. “Blessed are those who feel uncomfortable in church, for the Holy Spirit is still speaking to them.” 

 

The blessing and joy will come when we learn to listen and hear what the Holy Spirit is trying to tell us.  On the other 

hand feeling comfortable leads to complacency.  There are far too many comfortable people who neither hear nor 

understand the teachings of Jesus (Matthew 13:13).  Read the Sermon on the Mount and really listen to what Jesus is 

saying.  Take even one verse…Matthew 5:48.  Are you still comfortable?  The teachings of Jesus are not purposed to 

make us feel comfortable but rather to motivate us to action. 

 

So if going to church makes you uncomfortable because of the message heard in song or from the pulpit I say, 

“PRAISE GOD!”  You are still a candidate for God’s family.  I say candidate because being in God’s family is never a 

done deal.  We see the same story repeated over and over again in the Bible.  Until our lives are complete He will 

continue to guide and direct.  Listen to what He is saying to you.  Then do it.  Then you will have joined those disci-

ples who received their marching orders  at His feet on the Holy Mountain.  

 

Written by: Gene Stringer 
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Calendar of Events 

Sunday 

9:30am    Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

10:45am   Worship Celebration 

 11:15am   Jr. Worship Age Kindergar-
ten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd 
Floor) 

 Feel free to bring the kids to worship 
in the Sanctuary. They are dismissed 
before Communion to go upstairs for 
a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate 
and fun.   

Monday 

9:00am   Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to 
eat and go through a study from Sam 
Stone in the Lookout Magazine.  Sor-
ry ladies, only guys allowed to this 
one. 

Tuesday 

9:30am   Busy Bees at 2nd and B,  

                 Fellowship  Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt 
with the faithful few who provide 
quilts for those of us who get cold 
during the winter.  At the very least, 
grab a cup of coffee and chat for a 
while.  I also hear they are looking for 
a new “Queen Bee” as well. 

Wednesday 

9:30am   Adult Bible Study, Church Library 

 This study uses a variety of resources 
to help us  learn how to spread the 
Good word and learn more about our 
relationship with God. Please note—
we do not meet the last Wed. of the 

Weekly Events 

 

Sat. 12/5 
SAINTS ALIVE  

BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet 

(Phoenix)  

 

Sat.  12/12 
LADIES CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 

6:00 pm at Janie 

Moore’s House 

 

Sun. 12/13 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship 

Hall - Following the  

Service  

 

Sun. 12/20 
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY 

SERVICE 

10:45 AM 

 

Thurs. 12/24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

SERVICE 

6:30 pm 

 

 Sun. 12/27 
MONTHLY POTLUCK 

After the Service in the 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Wed. 12/30 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship 

Hall 

Celebrations 
December Birthdays 

 
03 -  Janie Moore 
07 -  Phyllis  Smith 
10 -  Rudy Jade 
11 -  Kevin Sanders 
18 -  Kitty Ellis 
19 -  Kiley McDonald 
21 -  Tim Killian 
     Isaac McDaniel 
22 -  Daniel Buckley 
25 -  Ala Jones 
27 -  Kay Killian 
 

 

December  Anniversaries 
 

12 - David & Colleen Keener 

24 -  Mike & Laurie Royer 

25 -  Gene & Janice Stringer 



 6 

(con’t from pg. 3) 

 

I then looked at the story and tore it apart by definition. 

Here’s what I found. 

What started as pity by the young man who found the wal-

let (poor guy lost his wallet), moved to sympathy (I’d hate to 

lose my wallet), then empathy (when I’ve lost things I feel 

worried, he must be too) and finally to compassion (I need 

to return this wallet NOW so he can stop worrying). 

THEN, it did the same for my Dad – pity (poor guy is in aw-

ful straights), to sympathy (I remember when I didn’t have  

2 nickels to rub together), on to empathy (he must be feel-

ing scared for his family like I did) to compassion (I’ll talk to 

his manager, maybe we can do something). 

Finally, what about the Manager? What does this guy think 

he’s doing telling me about some employee? (Pity), I didn’t 

realize he was such a good guy with such problems 

(sympathy), Wow! This guy really did something great 

(empathy) and finally “I’ve got to have this man on our 

team and I know what I can do” (compassion). 

One could even take this further to the newspaper article – 

how many people read it and decided to DO something – 

show some compassion for someone else? We don’t know. 

But what we do know is that because of this young man’s 

compassionate action at least two others acted compassion-

ately. What about you? Are you wrapped in pity, feeling 

sympathetic, showing empathy or acting compassionately?  

 

Hosea 11:8 – My heart is changed within me: all of my 

compassion is aroused. 

 

Written by: Lynda Bell 

 

Raffle tickets now 

available for the 

Busy Bees at 2nd 

and B’s  

beautiful  

Christmas quilt!  
 

Tickets are $5 each or  

3 for $10 

 

See Irma, Ava or Kitty for 

your tickets TODAY!!! 
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S S T N A E G A P C I S U M Y 

T M S E A S O N R E Y A R P L 

O A U R Y L O H C N M N O E L 

C R S D E Y D E R S W O N S O 

K Y E L L D W E E U B I R T H 

I T J I A N I H C S T A R H P 

N U M H D A L Y H E L U Y G E 

G A D C V L L A E L M O D I S 

F E O R E R G D V C J B R L O 

L B R U N A T I V I T Y E A J 

T M E H T G B L V C T G H R C 

R A H C H E V E L I N S P E A 

E G T S A E F H M A N G E R R 

E I Y R R E M S L E I G H F D 

Advent  Joseph 

Angels  Joy 

Beauty  Lights 

Birth  Love 

Cards  Magi 

Carols  Manger 

Census  Mary 

Children  Merry 

Christ  Music 

Church  Nativity 

Creche  Noel 

December Pageants 

Family  Peace 

Feast  Prayer 

Festival  Santa 

Garland  Season 

Giving  Shepherd 

Goodwill Sleigh 

Herod  Snow 

Holiday  Star 

Holly  Stocking 

Holy  Trees 

Icicles  Yule 

Jesus   

Christmas Word Search 
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318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Pastor: Daniel Buckley 
Office Phone: 541-482-1561 

Office Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Office Hours: M-F, 10am-1pm 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

 

“We love God and live out the Gospel” 

 

«ADDRESSBLOCK» 

Sunday Service Schedule 

 
     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:15 AM  Jr. Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

Reader’s Corner 
 

A heartwarming story that celebrates how life-changing friendships can be found in all 

seasons of life.  

This novel brings together three lost and lonely women and turns them into a family.  

 

Lynn is a widow with a home that’s too big for her, but she doesn’t want to give it up.  

 

Angela is a real estate agent whose husband found greener pastures. She wants to leave 

bad memories behind.  

 

Judith gave up her hopes and dreams as a young woman to care for her parents. Her father 

put her through the wringer and didn’t even have the decency to leave her a home or  

money. The only way she can stay in her home is if she becomes a live in caretaker for the living history museum 

her father created.  

 

Three very different women who have to start life over. This new living arrangement they have will have them 

struggling with their new coalition. Will it work? The title says it will.  

 

Thank you, Ms. Snelling, for giving us this book of endings and beginnings.   -  Online review 


