
Connecting to the World 

Pastor Daniel Buckley 

The last portion of the 

purpose of the Church is 

how the Church con-

nects to the world.  I 

don’t know if you have 

looked outside lately, 

but it looks different 

than it did 20 years ago.  

The world is a different 

place to live in and changes have come about with great anticipation 

and with great anxiety.  Some changes make life better on this planet 

and other changes make life more challenging.  The most noticeable 

changes come in the form of technology as it seems that technology 

is all around us constantly.  I didn’t have a cell phone in high school, 

yet I have to have my cell phone with me when I leave the house 

now so I can be available to anyone who needs me.  So the world has 

changed and that makes our lives as Christians more difficult be-

cause we have to be aware of how God speaks to the world today in 

different ways than before.  The Church meets together and we build 
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Luke 2:1-7(NLT) 
 

The Birth of Jesus 
1 At that time the Roman 

emperor, Augustus, de-

creed that a census 

should be taken 

throughout the Roman 

Empire. 2 (This was the 

first census taken when 

Quirinius was governor 

of Syria.) 3 All returned 

to their own ancestral 

towns to register for this 

census.4 And because Jo-

seph was a descendant 

of King David, he had to 

go to Bethlehem in Ju-

dea, David’s ancient 

home. He traveled there 

from the village of Naza-

reth in Galilee.5 He took 

with him Mary, his fian-

cée, who was now obvi-

ously pregnant. 

6 And while they were 

there, the time came for 

her baby to be 

born. 7 She gave birth to 

her first child, a son. 

She wrapped him snugly 

in strips of cloth and laid 

him in a manger, be-

cause there was no lodg-

ing available for them. 

each other up as we discover how God is speaking to the world.   

There is one additional adventure we have to consider as we 

meet as a Church: how to take the Gospel to people who need 

to hear it.  When we answer Jesus’ call to “…go into all the na-

tions baptizing…” in the Great Commission, we are attempting to 

reach those people.  This is a daunting task because most people 

outside the Church speak on different terms and have varying 

sets of morality.  The discussion between Christians and non-

believers therefore meets obstacles in communication and the 

message of the Gospel is hindered on the way to the ears of non

-believers.  Furthermore, the adventure to carry out the Gospel 

outside the Church is necessary and daunting. 

Jesus spent time in the Gospel of John praying that the disciples 

would live in the world as the Holy Spirit arrived to help them, 

but Jesus was still vocal that they should not be of the world.  

Our obstacles in bringing the Gospel to the world is met with our 

obstacles formed by living within the standards and morality of 

the Gospel.  This will hinder the message of the Gospel to non-

believers and add to our challenges of living in a changing world, 

but our efforts are still essential to a Church that loves God and 

respects His desire to reach the lost.  We can’t presume to know 

how God’s love will affect the lives of those outside the Church, 

but we can show it to them while we work on our faith through 

living in this world and participating in the life of the Church. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Rene Descartes, the French philosopher and mathematician of the 1600’s, is 
famous for his statement, “I think, therefore I am.”  This phrase expressed 
the belief that our ability to think is fundamental to all knowledge.  He was 
skeptical about that which comes to us from our senses which can be fooled 
(e.g., magic).  Thus seeing does not always result in belief.   
 
In contrast, most of us rely on our senses and the authority of those we have 
learned to trust for deciding what is real and true.  But just as senses can be 
fooled causing error so also trust is sometimes misplaced and we are led 
astray (e.g., Jonestown) which brings us back to the method proposed by 
Descartes, thinking and reasoning for ourselves.  But that too has problems 
as reasoning can often produce a dead end leading to doubt and frustration.  

So how can we know anything about truth and reality?  This is a very disturbing and demanding ques-
tion. 
 
Suppose you attempt to discuss beliefs and values with a person who is skeptical about how we can 
know anything.  This is a common position among post-modern thinkers that is the younger genera-
tion.  Those of us who are older, the moderns, are quite comfortable with the rational approach to use 
reason and logic for deciding on truth.  For post-moderns all truth is relative and subjective. Logic is 
not necessarily part of the equation. My truth is just as good as your truth and they don’t have to be the 
same.  They would say there are no absolute or eternal truths (notice this is an absolute statement and 
thus contradicts itself).  Thus communication is hindered. 
We are dealing with these issues on Sunday mornings in our current study in the Fellowship Hall from 
9:30-10:30 am.  Beginning each section with college level lectures delivered originally at Oxford Uni-
versity by members of the team from Ravi Zacharias International Ministries we then spend 2-3 class 
periods reviewing and discussing what we heard in the lecture.  We try to understand how we can bet-
ter represent the gospel message to minds that are not inclined to believe anything except what they 
alone have decided is true.  The course is called Foundations of Apologetics. 
 
Why do this you may ask?  The answer is really quite simple according to my way of thinking about 
truth.  It is based on two scriptures. 
 
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.  
(Colossians 4:5-6) 
 
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and re-
spect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to shame.  
(1Peter 3:15-16) 
 
Paul and Peter have given Christians a mandate to know how to speak and respond.  If it is not imme-
diately evident how we can best respond to these scriptures you are not alone.  Let me suggest that 
participating in the class may help and you might even enjoy the experience.  I am looking forward to 
seeing you soon…really.   "Cogito ergo sum" as Descartes would say. 

 
Gene Stringer 

I think…I hope   
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Piece Corps Annual Quilt Drawing  

There are only a few opportunities left to purchase 
your tickets for this year’s quilt drawing. Tickets will 
be $4 each or 3 for $10  See a member of the Piece 
Corp to purchase tickets. The drawing will be held in 
later in December. 
 
This is an important fund raiser for the Piece Corp. 
The proceeds from the drawing provide for the ma-
terials needed to create quilts throughout the year. 
The quilts are donated for weddings, baby showers, 
other events or just because there is a need. 
 
If you would like to get involved with the Piece Corp drop 
by some Tuesday Morning from 9:30 to Noon in the Fel-
lowship Hall.            Brad Fish 

Foundations of Appologetics 

We continue with our study Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall at 9:30. 

 

Designed to introduce a comprehensive range of apologetic arguments and strate-

gies, Foundations of Apologetics features lectures by RZIM’s team of apologists including 

Ravi Zacharias, Michael Ramsden, John Lennox, Stuart McAllister, Alister McGrath, Amy 

Orr-Ewing, L.T. Jeyachandran, and Joe Boot. 
 

Students of this rigorous curriculum will become adept at recognizing the many 

worldviews influencing our culture and equipped to challenge the assumptions of these 

worldviews. 
 

It is our prayer you will find the studies foster not only knowledge but also cultivate the 

skills to communicate that knowledge in a way that is winsome and effective.. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday, November 30th marks the first Sunday of 
the Advent season.  This week we remember that 
God, in His infinite love, gave us the gift of hope in 
His son Jesus.  Let us focus and remember the true 
reason for the season. 
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Luke 2:8-20(NLT) 
 

The Shepherds & Angels 
 That night there were shep-

herds staying in the fields 

nearby, guarding their flocks of 

sheep. 9 Suddenly, an angel of 

the Lord appeared among 

them, and the radiance of the 

Lord’s glory surrounded them. 

They were terrified, 10 but the 

angel reassured them. “Don’t 

be afraid!” he said. “I bring 

you good news that will bring 

great joy to all people.11 The 

Savior—yes, the Messiah, the 

Lord—has been born today in 

Bethlehem, the city of Da-

vid! 12 And you will recognize 

him by this sign: You will find a 

baby wrapped snugly in strips 

of cloth, lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly, the angel was 

joined by a vast host of oth-

ers—the armies of heaven—

praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in highest 

heaven, and peace on earth 

to those with whom God is 

pleased.” 
 

15 When the angels had re-

turned to heaven, the shep-

herds said to each other, “Let’s 

go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this 

thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us 

about.” 
16 They hurried to the village 

and found Mary and Joseph. 

And there was the baby, lying 

in the manger. 17 After seeing 

him, the shepherds told every-

one what had happened and 

what the angel had said to 

them about this child. 18 All 

who heard the shepherds’ sto-

ry were astonished, 19 but Mary 

kept all these things in her 

heart and thought about them 

often. 20 The shepherds went 

back to their flocks, glorifying 

and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen. It was 

just as the angel had told 

them. 

The Man and the Birds  
Now the man to whom I'm going to introduce you was not a scrooge, he was a kind, 
decent, mostly good man. Generous to his family, upright in his dealings with other 
men. But he just didn't believe all that incarnation stuff which the churches proclaim 
at Christmas Time. It just didn't make sense and he was too honest to pretend other-
wise. He just couldn't swallow the Jesus Story, about God coming to Earth as a man. 
"I'm truly sorry to distress you," he told his wife, "but I'm not going with you to 
church this Christmas Eve." He said he'd feel like a hypocrite. That he'd much rather 
just stay at home, but that he would wait up for them. And so he stayed and they 
went to the midnight service. 

Shortly after the family drove away in the car, snow began to fall. He went to the win-
dow to watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier and then went back to his fire-
side chair and began to read his newspaper. Minutes later he was startled by a thud-
ding sound. Then another, and then another. Sort of a thump or a thud. At first he 
thought someone must be throwing snowballs against his living room window. But 
when he went to the front door to investigate he found a flock of birds huddled mis-
erably in the snow. They'd been caught in the storm and, in a desperate search for 
shelter, had tried to fly through his large landscape window. 

Well, he couldn't let the poor creatures lie there and freeze, so he remembered the 
barn where his children stabled their pony. That would provide a warm shelter, if he 
could direct the birds to it. Quickly he put on a coat, galoshes, tramped through the 
deepening snow to the barn. He opened the doors wide and turned on a light, but 
the birds did not come in. He figured food would entice them in. So he hurried back 
to the house, fetched bread crumbs, sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail to 
the yellow-lighted wide open doorway of the stable. But to his dismay, the birds ig-
nored the bread crumbs, and continued to flap around helplessly in the snow. He 
tried catching them. He tried shooing them into the barn by walking around them 
waving his arms. Instead, they scattered in every direction, except into the warm, 
lighted barn. 

And then, he realized, that they were afraid of him. To them, he reasoned, I am a 
strange and terrifying creature. If only I could think of some way to let them know 
that they can trust me. That I am not trying to hurt them, but to help them. But how? 
Because any move he made tended to frighten them, confuse them. They just would 
not follow. They would not be led or shooed because they feared him. "If only I could 
be a bird," he thought to himself, "and mingle with them and speak their language. 
Then I could tell them not to be afraid. Then I could show them the way to safety ... 
to the safe warm barn. But I would have to be one of them so they could see, and 
hear and understand." 

At that moment the church bells began to ring. The sound reached his ears above the 
sounds of the wind. And he stood there listening to the bells - Adeste Fidelis - listen-
ing to the bells pealing the glad tidings of Christmas. And he sank to his knees in the 
snow. 

-- Author Unknown -- 
(Shared by the late Paul Harvey on his radio show for years 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God .... The Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us ....” 
(John 1:1, 14 KJV) 
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Calendar of Events 
Friday, December 5 

“THE CLEARING” 
6—8 pm —Fellowship Hall 

A young families Night of Study and Fellowship 
 

Saturday, December 6 
SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  
It’s time for a another great breakfast gathering 
at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. This is open to all 
(you don’t need to be a Saint). Bring a joke or 
funny story and a friend. Plan on leaving home 
a little early because of the construction on I-5.  

 

Saturday, December 6 
HANGING OF THE GREENS 

10 am—or following Saints Alive  
Snacks will be available/bring something to 

share if you wish. We hope to be finished and 
cleaned up by 2 pm….or 4  

 

Friday, December 12 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
7:00 pm—Sanctuary 

As Christians we celebrate the birth of our Sav-
ior, and this year we will celebrate with music 
devoted to Christ’s birth.  Come enjoy the 
songs with friends and family and then stick 
around for a dessert following the concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 14 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 

 

Friday, December 19 
“THE CLEARING” 

6—8 pm —Fellowship Hall 
A young families Night of Study and Fellowship 

 

Saturday, December 20 
WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
6:00 pm—Kay Killian’s Home 

Please bring a dinner entrée, salad, or dessert 
along with an ornament for a gift exchange!  

Please RSVP  Charity 
 

Wednesday, December 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

6:30 pm 
Come celebrate Christmas with 

your family and friends 

 

Tuesday, December 30 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 
On the last Tuesday of the month a dedicated 
group of individuals give of their time to fold 
and prepare the monthly newsletter for the 

mail.  Come and join them for this worthwhile 
service to our church. We follow the folding 

with a potluck lunch. 

 

Coming Soon... 
ALPHA COURSE 

Time—TBD 
With food and learning, we are going to open 
our doors to the community to help them see 
what our faith is all about...connecting to the 
world.  Keep a lookout for more details to 
come. 6 



Celebrations!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Birthdays 
  3  - Janie Moore 

  3  - Eleanor Olson 

  7  - Phyllis Smith 

10  - Jade Rudy 

11  - Kevin Sanders 

16  - Lois Hampson 

18  - Kitty Ellis 

19  - Earl Rogers 

19  - Kiley McDonald 

21  - Tim Killian 

21  - Isaac McDaniel 

22  - Daniel Buckley 

25  - Ala Jones 

27  - Kay Killian 

27  - Theo Killian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December Anniversaries 
12  - David & Colleen Keener 

24  - Mike & Laurie Royer 

30  - Gene & Janice Stringer 

 
Editor’s Note:  For any changes or up-

dates, please contact the office.  

Thank you.        Brad 
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Sundays 

9:30am Adult Bible Study (Downstairs) 

 Youth Bible Study (Green Room Down
 stairs) 

 Children’s Sunday School 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

11:00am— Jr. Worship Age 2– 5th grade (Upstairs) 

 

Mondays 

7:45am Real Men, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Tuesdays 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

7:00pm Christmas Choir Practice, Fellowship Hall 

Wednesdays 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Weekly Events 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

RSS: www.cc-ashland.org/sermons/rss.xml 

iTunes: Christian Church of Ashland 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 

 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 

     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:00 AM  Jr. Worship 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 84 

 

We are down to our last Sunday in our mission focus on the need for motorbike for Richard in 

Kenya to make his travelling easy when visiting distant villages during evangelism and visita-

tion work. For instance, the daughter church in Kakongu is 33kms away from the Kainuk  

mother church. The cost for a 150cc, Model TVs Star, IGO, Focin, Bird with a lifespan of 3 – 7 

years is $4,183, including accessories. So far we are on target so let’s keep up the good work 


