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Welcome to our monthly newsletter of what’s happening at the Christian Church of Ashland 

on the corner of 2nd and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  Many travelers pass through Ashland by 

way of the I - 5 and some stop to enjoy the many attractions the city of Ashland has to offer.  We are 

excited to worship God in this community as  

travelers ourselves on a journey in this life that sums up all the special events, everyday tasks, and 

memorable moments.  This newsletter is our way of reaching out to you in a small way to invite you to 

discover God and His gracious love for us as His children.  No matter where you are in relation to your 

understanding of God, we hope you enjoy recognizing Him as our Father and Creator and see how you 

can travel with us at the Christian Church of Ashland closer to God each day.   

 

 

 

 

You’ll find devotional thoughts, connections to the Church community, opportunities for ministry, and 

missional goals inside our newsletter.  If you ever want to discuss what you read in our publication or 

have a thought sparked by something you saw, you are welcome to talk to our pastor or contact us by 

one of our means of communication printed on the back of this newsletter.  May God bless you! 
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Thoughts from the Congregation 
 

Get out your shovel 
By Gene Stringer 

 
Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus. "Teacher," they said, "there is 
something we want you to do for us." "What is it?" Jesus asked them. They answered, 
"When you sit on your throne in your glorious Kingdom, we want you to let us sit with you, 
one at your right and one at your left." Jesus said to them, "You don't know what you are 
asking for. Can you drink the cup of suffering that I must drink? Can you be baptized in the 
way I must be baptized?" "We can," they answered. Jesus said to them, "You will indeed 
drink the cup I must drink and be baptized in the way I must be baptized. But I do not have 
the right to choose who will sit at my right and my left. It is God who will give these places 
to those for whom he has prepared them."   
(Mark 10:35-40) 
 

The preceding is a familiar interaction between Jesus and two of his disciples.  As I listened to it this 

morning the usual thoughts passed through my mind and then a new thought “popped up”.  The 

passage connected with another passage found in Matthew 25.   

 
"When the Son of Man comes as King and all the angels with him, he will sit on his royal 
throne, and the people of all the nations will be gathered before him. Then he will divide 
them into two groups, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the 
righteous people at his right and the others at his left. Then the King will say to the people 
on his right, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father! Come and possess the kingdom 
which has been prepared for you ever since the creation of the world.   
(Matthew 25:31-34) 
 

Clearly the two disciples didn’t know what they were asking of Jesus.  They were more concerned 

with their place in heaven because they are human and humans tend to seek a place of im-

portance.  Because they were seeking for this place of importance, they used human wisdom to 

conclude how to rise to such prominence.  Human wisdom is often fraught with flawed reasoning.  

The brothers in the passage in Mark allowed human wisdom to override what God has in mind for 

his servants.  When we are not in tune with the mind of God we can make terrible mistakes and ask 

for things that will harm more than help.  They sought honor for themselves.  This is called pride.  It 

can lead to deadly consequences.   

 

Fortunately, we have access to the mind of God through His Son as recorded in the gospels.  There 

are many treasures there for us to discover if we choose to seek God’s mind and leave our pride 

alone.  Like the buried treasures of old it will take some digging to find them.  Where is my shovel? 
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This month be ready to dig into God’s Word with some of these devotional thoughts.  Do your best to be honest 

in your quiet time as you unveil who you are to the loving God who is ready to accept you. 

 

Read Galatians 2:19-21 

 

1. Paul pleads with the church in Galatia to understand how the law, righteousness, and grace fit into God’s plan.  

Which of the three do you see yourself in: law, righteousness or grace?   

2. In verse 21, Paul says that righteousness is not gained through the law.  Do you try to use good deeds to gain 

righteousness at times? 

3. When you are crucified with Christ, how do you let Christ live in you each day?  How does living by faith change 

how you respond to the world? 

 

Read Jeremiah 29:1-23 (This is a longer passage but you can do it.) 

 

1. The Israelites are torn in this passage because of the hard times they find themselves in.  Those in Jerusalem are 

suffering even though they are home and the rest are in exile in Babylon.  Can you understand how God’s people 

feel defeated in the dark times of Jeremiah? 

2. The recipients of this letter are in exile in Babylon and they are being reassured by the elders in Jerusalem.  What 

kind of peace can they look forward to and how far off is it? 

3. When you feel down and out, how does God speak to you to lift you up and reassure peace is coming in life? 

4. Reread verse 11 and try to picture how God is making a plan for your life. 

5. Reread verses 12 and 13.  Seek God today, pray to Him and He will listen. 

 

Read Isaiah 40:27-31 

 

1. Try this exercise.  Replace your name for Jacob and your name for Israel and read the passage again.   

2. Can you hear God speaking to you in this passage as you have complained and thought that God didn’t under-

stand your life as you live it?  What parts of your life have you felt distant from God? 

3. We read a description of God in verse 28 and it leads to God’s power to lift us up.  When you feel distant, can you 

come clean before God and ask Him to lift you up in your dark moments? 

4. What does soaring on wings like eagles look like to you in your life? 

5. Spend some time renewing your soul in God’s strength so you can soar and run and walk and not faint today. 

 

Read Numbers 22:21-41 

 

1. Don’t you feel like Balaam sometimes? 

2. God told Balaam in the previous story what to do, but he was too stubborn to follow God’s commands.  After all, 

Balaam wasn’t on God’s side.  God used the donkey Balaam rode on to turn him around.  Has your car or child or 

next door neighbor made you turn your life around to see God again because you were too stubborn to turn 

around on your own? 

3. Is there something in your life right now that God is trying to speak truth into but you haven’t heard him yet? 

4. Have you heard the talking donkey yet?  What does it take for you to be humble before God so He can show you 

the way? 

5. Are you someone else’s talking donkey--and what is your message for them that will help them listen to God? 

 

 A wall to keep people out of the Church 

 A wall to keep people in the Church 

Devotional Ideas 
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Our first Kid’s Carnival was a huge success, not necessarily by numbers of kid’s, but 
certainly by fun and connection to the neighborhood! Danielle, our chairperson, spent 
nights, weekends and every other spare moment researching, developing, shopping, 

building 
and creating, 
to bring this 
to- gether. 

Without 
her this would 

not  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

have been possible. Ten games were built from scratch, display boards made for each 
game, volunteers found to man the booths, food prepared, canopies borrowed and set 
up, and the list goes on. Many hands gathered together to set up, tear down, build, re-

build, test games and make sure our kid’s had a great time. God created a beautiful 
day for the Carnival with moderate temperatures and no rain until AFTER it ended. 

Thanks God! Many thanks to ALL who helped, gave, created, and prayed. Your efforts 
did not go unnoticed. 

Mark your calendars for another Back To School Carnival coming September 12th! 
 

Kid Connection 
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Expanding Ministries at CCoA 
 

Highlighting the Ministries at CCoA 

This month, we’re highlighting our Outreach Ministry because we have a golden opportunity to reach 

out to Ashland as kids return to school this fall. 

 

Bring School Supplies to the Church until August 16th 
We are giving out School Supplies to kids here in Ashland during the weeks of  

August 10-14 and 17-21 

 

Each child who receives school supplies will also get a personal invitation to our  

Back to School Kid’s Carnival on September 12th at the Church 

 

This is an opportunity for CCoA to be visible in the community of Ashland and tell the 

families that we care for them, regardless of their spiritual background 

 

Any questions, call the Church or ask Lynda Bell or Pastor Daniel 

Happy School Supply Shopping!! 
 

SUGGESTED SUPPLIES: 
 

Ream(s) White copy paper 
Whiteboard Markers (blue and/or black) 

Pencils (Ticonderoga #2, “fat” and/or regular) 
Crayola Broad tip markers (Bold and/or Classic) 

Crayola colored pencils 
Permanent Glue Sticks 

Kleenex 
Erasers (white pearl and/or pencil top) 
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Calendar of Events 

Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

August Birthdays 
 
07 -  Evelyn Sayles 
13 -  Paul Creel 
14 -  Mia Jo Marlia-Larsen 
19 -  Jennie Macauley 
19 -  Maryanne Rossini 
21 -  Cielo Marlia-Larsen 
31 -  Katie Vermillion 
 
 
 
 

 
 

August Anniversaries 
 

  18– Ted and Kay Killian 
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Saturday, August 1 
SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

 

Sunday, August 9 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Following the Service  

 

 Sunday, August 23  
MONTHLY POTLUCK 

After the Service in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday, August 23 
VISION TEAM MEETING 

After Potluck 

 

Wednesday, August 26 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 2 
ASHLAND SCHOOLS FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 8 
MEDFORD SCHOOLS FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 9 
PHOENIX-TALENT, EAGLE POINT FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

Saturday, Sept. 12 
BACK TO SCHOOL KIDS CARNIVAL 

10am to 1pm 

Church Parking Lot 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 16 
MODERN FAMILY CIRCUS 

6pm Dinner  

6:30pm to 7:30pm Study 
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Sunday 

9:30am Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

 This is a study that dives deeper into God’s Word and looks at how our lives fit into God’s 
will for us. 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

 The time of worship is a time devoted to praising God and learning how to live in His glory 
as we look to God’s Word for direction and guidance.  We sing a mixture of contemporary 
and traditional worship songs, lifting up the lyrics to God.  Each week we observe the 
Lord’s Supper together and spend time in prayer as a body.  Pastor Daniel prepares the 
message for the week out of the Bible to seek further understanding of the Truth. 

11:15am— Jr. Worship Age Kindergarten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd Floor) 

 Feel free to bring the kids to worship in the Sanctuary. They are dismissed before Com-
munion to go upstairs for a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate and fun.  For any questions, 
talk to Charity Buckley. 

Monday 

9:00am Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to eat and go through a study from Sam Stone in the 
Lookout Magazine.  Sorry ladies, only guys allowed to this one. 

Tuesday 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt with the faithful few who provide quilts for those of us 
who get cold during the winter.  At the very least, grab a cup of coffee and chat for a while. 

Wednesday 

9:30am Adult Bible Study, Church Library 

 This study uses a variety of resources to help us  learn how to spread the  Good word and 
 learn more about our relationship with God. 

6:00pm Modern Family Circus, Church Fellowship Hall 

 This is a Bible Study for young families that will meet weekly throughout the  
 school year.  We are going to have a dinner at 6pm catered for the family 
 and then a study for the adults led by Daniel and a study for the kids led by  
 Charity.  The night will conclude at 7:30pm.  Come check us out starting  
 September 16th. 

 

Weekly Events 
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Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 
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Reader’s Corner 
 

Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller (2003) 
 

Donald Miller is an essayist from Portland, Oregon and he even attended Reed College.  He is a brilliant 

author and has a way of cutting to the chase in a Post-Modern style that spearheaded a movement of 

Christian authors that highlights transparency and living in God’s grace in a changed world.  Blue Like 

Jazz reads like a chapter-by-chapter essay book with a common thread throughout.  Some of the topics 

he takes on in the book were not spoken about in the Church years ago, but most Churches have to 

deal with those topics today.  In a way, this book has opened the door to a Church that understands the 

setting in which the Church is in so Christians can help shine the light of God in a dark world.  The title 

of the book also links with Miller’s style of writing to illustrate the fact that life isn’t just a linear experi-

ence, but a system of ups and downs joined with the ups and downs of others to make a beautiful com-

position.  Early in the book, Miller writes about a fight he encountered.  As he took a punch to the face 

in the fight, he “went down beneath a sky as bright and blue as jazz music.”  This fight, along with other 

stories, touches on the life surrounding moments, big and small, when we are faced with a reality of 

faith. 

 

If you have some time to read about someone’s journey in faith and want to delve into the depths of 

how our Church responds to this changed world, then pick up this book and sift through the pages.  You 

might be surprised by the transparency at times, but it is refreshing to hear how God is really working in 

our lives. 


