
GOD WITH US—1 
 
Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel, which means 'God is with us.' Matt 1:23 NLT 
 

For Xians—Easy believe God with us on mountain tops. 
Get a raise—Team wins—Kid sleeps thru night—Parking spot. 

 
More difficult VALLEYS: Alone, Scared, Hurting, Bad news. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Ministry with 3 guys—(Lance)  
 

Marriage—Kids struggling * Close God—Job * Xmas blessings—Cancer 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Valleys places: Battles—Loneliness—Desperation. 

Growth—Build faith—Experience God in different way valley/mountain. 
 
• We may enjoy God on the mountaintops, but we get to know him 

intimately in the valleys. 
 

5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on 
pilgrimage. 6 As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place 
of springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 7 They go from 
strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion. Psalm 84:5-7 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Valley Baka desert country—thorns, wild animals, vipers, (cats) danger.  

Nearly impossible to travel without facing trouble and hardship. 
 

Valley of Baka—Valley of Tears, Valley of Weeping, Valley of Loss 
Mountain—Valley of Tears 



5 Blessed are those whose strength is in you...  Psalm 84:5  
 

Don’t know God personally—What you have is all you have. 
Exhausted—Can’t take any more—Don’t think make it. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Doesn’t say—Blessed are those who make it on their own. 

Independent—You are created to depend on God. 
 

All you—Paco. 
 

When you are weak—His strength is made perfect. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

5 What joy for those whose strength comes from the Lord, who have set 
their minds on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Ps 84:5 NLT 

 
Blessed are those who have their minds set toward God. 

 
Set your mind on things above—Not things below… Colossians 

Whatever is pure, lovely, excellent, praiseworthy—Think about… 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
What you think about matters! 

 
Can’t sleep—Don’t say that! 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 



My current circumstances may be in the valley—Mind is fixed on God! 
 

My heart may be anxious—Mind is fixed. 
Soul may be aching—Mind is fixed. 

My emotions may racing—Mind is fixed. 
 

Too much to do—Marriage in bad place—Inlaws—Paying for Xmas 
              

Mind is fixed on God! 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

6 As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of 
springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 
 

We may be in the Valley—Not Destination—Just passing through. 
 

Even though I walk through the Valley of the shadow of death 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Just want out—(Many times)  

 
Way is through not out! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Jerusalem (Zion)—House of God—City of Refuge—Place of Peace 
 

To get to the City of Refuge—Had to travel through the Valley of Tears. 
 

For many, “The valley is the pathway to the place of peace.” 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 



6 As they pass through the Valley of Baka, they make it a place of 
springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 
 

KJV—Make it a well. 
 

When you are in the dry place—Dig a well 
 

Dig a small hole—Container to catch the rain. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Show me your faith and I will show you my faithfulness. 

 
Stretch out your hand—Get up and walk 

 
Shape—Financially—Wife 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Buried in this passage of pain is a promise 
 

If you dig it—God will fill it. 
 

If you draw near to me—I will draw near to you. 
If you seek me—You will find me. 

If you make room for me—I will reveal myself to you. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
God rarely reveals himself when you are rushed—Burning bush. 

 
Be still and know that I am God. 

 
Prepare for the presence of God! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



Lance on back porch 
 

Didn’t hear audible voice 
Back inside on mountain—God was with me in valley 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

God never says you won’t go through the Valleys 
But you never have to go through the valleys alone 

 
So it’s Dark—Storm—Trouble—Weak 

 
He’s your Light in Darkness 
He’s your Peace in the Storm 
He’s your Joy in the Trouble 

He’s your Strength when You’re Weak 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Mandy—Scared for her life—Autoimmune disease—Mayo. 

 
Trust her to God! Thank him for healing. 

Praise him before prayer is answered 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Enjoy him on the mountain—Get to know him in the Valley 
 

Seek His Strength—Fix Your Mind—Dig a well. 
 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 
presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the 
depths, you are there. 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the 
far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand 
will hold me fast. Ps 139:7-10 

 
 


