
Hope in Action 
!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Express gratitude and show honor to Pastor Craig and Amy. 

!
Personal Intro: Born in Seoul, Korea, but raised in West Virginia.  That 
makes me a Korean Hillbilly!  I am a very rare breed, like a human 
unicorn, take a picture.   
!
I worked retail for years and have always been good at sales, for example 
look at my wife Nikki and our children, how in the world did I pull that 
off? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

I started attending LC in 2001. In 2006 I joined the LC staff in FTW. 10 
years ago, in January my wife Nicole and I launched the STO location. 

We started portable meaning we met in a school and had 2 tractor trailers 
full of stuff, front to back, top to bottom.  Some you know what I’m 

talking about.. 
FTW 
OWS 
KLR 
WHC 
OPK 
WEL   

Steve Crabtree story 
!

Good thing that was Folgers and not Starbucks, or we wouldn’t be having 
church today… 

!
Thank all who serve. 

!



And now I have the honor to lead our 6, soon to be 7 LC locations in the 
Tulsa area.   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

As we go into the new year, most of us want to be better.  
!

Let me give you 4 categories: 
!

1.Relationally 
2.Financially 
3.Physically  
4.Spiritually 

!
Of those areas, how many of us want one, several or all of them to be 
better next year?  (my hand will go up).  
!
!
As we conclude this year, how would you finish this statement?   
!
Next year I hope to _____________. 
I hope to have a stronger marriage. 
Pay off student debt. 
Overcome addition. 
To be healthier physically,  
Start serving at church. 
Be stronger spiritually.  
!
Fill in the blank,  
This year I hope to ________. 
(Tanner, if possible can we get this line in the talk notes?) 
!
Ok, most of us want to be better, rarely if ever have I met someone that 
had the goal or intention, to get worse.   



!
This year I hope to gain 40 extra and unnecessary pounds, raise my blood 
pressure to dangerous levels and put myself at risk for a heart attack. 
!
This year I hope to blow my emergency fund, get into an extra $20 or 
$30,000 worth of debt.  
!
I’ve never said, my marriage is SO good this year, next year I hope… it 
gets decimated!  
!
We want things to be better… !
Here is what I want us to realize, hope, in and of itself, …changes 
nothing.  Actions do.  Hope can be the catalyst for the change, but 
actions are what gets us there.  

STOP 
!

Are you ready for the title of this message, Here is the title,   
We need to put HOPE IN ACTION! Tanner, Please have Mark put in 

lower 3rd of screen 
!

The Bible talks about this, it’s not a New Year’s Resolution, or a 
motivational speech, the Word of God says to put hope in action. We see 

this in… 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

!
1 Peter 1:13-14 NLT 
!
…Put all your hope in the gracious salvation that will come to you when 
Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. 14So you must live as God’s obedient 
children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to satisfy your own 
desires. You didn’t know any better then. 
!



I started in the middle of the verse, let me show you the first part,  
!
13So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. 
!
 One version says self-discipline. 

!
Putting Hope In Action will take discipline.   

What is discipline? Discipline is… 
  

Choosing what you want most over what you want now. (Repeat) Tanner, 
can we get this in the message notes as well? Blank spaces for “most” and 

“now”     
!

I want to play softball three nights a week NOW. But what I want MOST 
is a relationship with my kids. I choose what I want MOST over what I 

want NOW.  
!

I want to eat out five days a week with everyone from the office NOW. 
But what I want even MORE is to be out of the weight of this debt that 

keeps me awake every night. I’m choosing what I want MOST over what I 
want NOW.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
!

At our church over the years, we have seen thousands of people come to 
know Christ, and put HOPE IN ACTION!  

!
Today, by looking at the story of Nehemiah in the Old Testament, I’d like 

to show you 3 ways that we can put HOPE IN ACTION In 2018. 
!
!

1)DEFINE THE PROBLEM. 
!



We see this in Nehemiah’s life.  
!

Set up.  He was a Jewish man in the service of the Persian King 
Artaxerxes.  He was the cup bearer, which meant he not only served 
the king wine, but more importantly tasted it to ensure it wasn’t 
poison. !
We see him DEFINE THE PROBLEM in Nehemiah 1, after 70 years 
of exile the Jews were returning to their homeland.  Nehemiah had 
some friends that just returned from Jerusalem and he asked how 
things were there.   
!

Nehemiah 1:3 (NLT)  
!
3They said to me, “Things are not going well for those who returned to the 
province of Judah. They are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of 
Jerusalem has been torn down, and the gates have been destroyed by 
fire.”  
!
It’s important to note the significance of a wall around a city in that time. 
It was the greatest protection they had.  It was security from their 
enemies.   
!

  
The people living there are vulnerable and at risk. Their enemies could 
easily come in and attack them. 

!
You see… 

Nehemiah didn’t just hope things would get better, he DEFINED THE 
PROBLEM 

!
For years I delt with bitterness and unforgiveness, I’ll get into that later… 

!



You might be defining a problem you’ve had for years.  
!
This was the case for Nehemiah. The walls of Jerusalem had been broken 

down for 152 years. Somebody needs to end this disgrace.  
!

!
No doubt you have tried to do something for years and years, and you 

have not been successful 
!

As much as you don’t want to admit it your marriage is not where it 
needs to be.. 
!
Perhaps you never thought a substance would have so much control 
over your life… 
!
For some of you, its admitting you need help with depression… 
!
You can’t defeat what you don’t define!  Put in talk notes 
!
Call it out, make it clear…This IS the problem.  

!
!
Pause to let that set in 

!
!

!
Then one day… Just like when I read in Nehemiah, you turn the page 

to read… “WE MUST REBUILD THE WALL.”   
!

FROM THIS POINT FORWARD,… ITS DIFFERENT.  
!

You turn the page and say.. 



!
“I need to pursue my spouse”  

!
“Because I’m tempted to look at inappropriate images and videos and I 
haven’t been able to stop, I’m putting filters on every online device I 

have”  
!

“I’m going to attend church consistently and make it a priority” 
!

“I’m committing to read God’s word daily”  
!

This has gone on long enough, and it’s going to be different, I AM 
TURNING THE PAGE.  !

Last year was a different story, I’m on a new page now. 
That was the way it was, but I’ve TURNED… THE… PAGE. 

!
SLOW DOWN THIS PART 

!
You see things can be so painful, unstable and rocky for so long, that 
it becomes our normal and we don’t realize we are in great trouble, 
in ruins or even in disgrace. These walls in our lives are broken 
down and we vulnerable and at risk, our spiritual enemy can easily 
come in and attack us.  
!
Be encouraged It’s in the places of our biggest problems that we can 
show God the greatest glory.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

To put HOPE IN ACTION we need to…  
#1 DEFINE THE PROBLEM.  

!
2)DILIGENTLY SEEK GOD. 

!



    We see Nehemiah do this in  
!
Nehemiah 1:4 !
4When I heard this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I 
mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God of heaven. 
!
There is a reality of sadness.  He sits down to cry and then kneels to 
pray.   
!

The moment he defined the problem, Jerusalem is in great trouble and 
disgrace, he diligently took it to the One who could help him.  
!

When you have a vision to do something, you are going to need the 
God of Heaven to help you. 

!
!

I experienced this in my own life.  Remember I just told you I delt 
with bitterness and unforgivness… I felt justified in being bitter, you 
see…when I was a little boy, I was the victim of seri 

!
I sought God on what to do so I could be set free from the prison of 
bitterness and unforgiveness.  When you diligently seek God, it will 
change how you think and the motives of your heart will lead you to a 
new action.  
!
!
You may have a similar moment… 
!
•Maybe it’s when you hold your first child and you want to walk that 

little girl down the aisle one day. 
• Perhaps it’s when you get a late payment or eviction notice and you 

realize, enough if enough, I refuse to allow this to happen again.  



!
You are determining, THIS is the Hope you are putting in action and you 
are seeking God for His power to help you change! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
!
We saw this begin to happen when Nehemiah starts to pray and fast after 
hearing the news  of the walls of Jerusalem.  We then saw how he spoke to 
the king to get permission to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall, and how 
God gave him favor to do all of this.  
!
It would have been easy for Nehemiah to think, “That’s terrible”, and 
write a detailed facebook post complaining about the problem, then go on 
with his life.  He wasn’t a mason or a builder, he was a professional 
drinker, literally.  A job some of you would like to have… but NONE of 
you should!   
!
He could have had every doubt flood into his mind, that he was not 
qualified to do this.     
!
You may be able to relate to how that feels, you may have thought: 
!
I’ll start and fail,  
I don’t have what it takes.   
I’m not qualified to do that !
That’s exactly why it is imperative that we diligently seek God. 
!
Because God doesn’t always call the equipped, but He ALWAYS equips 
the called.  We only know we are called if we diligently seek Him. 
   
Nehemiah diligently sought God and took ownership of the problem, so he 
could also own the solution—with God’s help! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



!
Think about your current habits. 
!
What is one change you could make today that would put you on the path 
God intended for you?   
!
In talk notes, make a space for this.  The statement ABOVE  
!
Imagine what you could do for the Kingdom if you were physically 
heathier. Who could you bless or how could you honor God by returning 
the tithe if you were financially free?  If your relationship with Christ was 
stronger, how much bolder could you be with your witness?   
!

When we realize that God has given us everything we need to do 
everything He wants us to do, our lives begin to change.  

   
!

How do we put Hope In Action? 
1. Define the problem 
2. Diligently seek God 

And #3 … 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

3)DO THE WORK. 
!
!
You gotta do the work.  Year after year, January comes and goes, and you 
find yourself in the same place.  This year WILL be different… 
!
We are not talking about a New Year’s Resolution that will be dead in 3 
weeks, we are talking about putting Hope In Action Empowered by the 
Spirit of God to change the trajectory of your life from this day forward. 



Because your story is changing. What “was” is gone. You are turning the 
page.  !!
Nehemiah did this when he got to Jerusalem.  
!
After inspecting the damage to the wall personally and acknowledging the 
extent of the damage, he gathered all the leaders of Jerusalem, the priests, 
nobles, officials and said to them  
!
Nehemiah 2:17-18 NLT 
!
…“You know very well what trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins, 
and its gates have been destroyed by fire. Let us rebuild the wall of 
Jerusalem and end this disgrace!”   

18Then I told them about how the gracious hand of God had been on 
me…,  

They replied at once, “Yes, let’s rebuild the wall!” So they began the 
good work. 
!
!
The good news is, you are going to do the work, but the GREAT news is 
you are not doing it alone, God is with you and others can and should be 
as well.  
!
Don’t think for a minute that your work goes without opposition.  
!
We see Nehemiah experience this from 2 men named Sanballat and 
Tobiah…. Summarize what they said, do they really think they can rebuild 
the wall with stones from a trash heap? Fox walking on the wall statement. 
The only thing that would have been worse is if they said a cat instead of a 
fox.   
!



Nehemiah shows he is ready to face opposition, I love his steadfast 
mindset as he replies in…  
!
Nehemiah 6:3 
!
“I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down.” 
!
Shake it off, I’m doing a great work, I can’t come down.   
!
You will hear the voice inside your head…Satan will try to tell you… 
!
What do you think you’re doing?  
!
•Do you think you can get clean by going to meetings every week? You 

love how this stuff makes you feel, you’ll never quit. 
!
!
• If anything in life doesn’t go the way you’re way, you will always fly 

off the handle.  Do you really think you can control your temper when 
you never have before?  

!
You shake it off!  That was the old me, this is the new me. I’m on a new 
page now. My God is with me. He’s given me everything I need. With his 
help, I will rebuild these walls. I’m doing a good work, I can’t come down 
  
Remember, you don’t just have Hope, you have HOPE IN ACTION, 
inspired by God, by diligently seeking him and receiving His help and 
guidance.   
!
!
!



As you put Hope in Action, become resolute in your determination to DO 
THE WORK.   
!
In Nehemiah’s case… 
!
The results stunned and shocked everyone watching. The wall—that had 
been in ruins for 152 years—the wall that everyone thought could never 
be rebuilt—was built and completed in only 52 DAYS! 
!
God did exceedingly and abundantly more than they could have ever 
imagined possible. 
!
And God can do the same for you—When you define the problem… when 
you seek him, when you do the work—He turns the page of your life… 
!
We need to realize, what God wants to do through us will be limited by the 
work we are unwilling to do.  
  
So… 
!
What tangible steps will you take.   
Do you need accountability?   
Do you need a mentor or a trainer?  
Do you need a LifeGroup?  
!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
It takes God and others in your life to put HOPE IN ACTION long term. 
Alone…most likely we will fall short because we were not created to do 
or live life alone, we were created for community and relationships. We all 
GET BETTER TOGETHER with God serving as the center that connects 
us.  
!



 When Nehemiah was building the wall, he wasn’t doing it alone. 
Multiple different groups and people assisted him. None were masons or 
builders.  But they came together under God’s direction to put Hope in 
Action and accomplish a great work!  !
Go back to what you wrote down earlier in your statement, This year I 
hope to________.   
!
Know that God and we as a church are with you, to put Hope in Action.  
!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Transition:  Story about a young woman I met years ago… 

!
You know what I would say to a woman who did all that?  I would say 
thanks Mom.   
!
So many times, in her life, it would have been easy to give up, but her 
faith in the Lord is what kept her from coming down off the wall she was 
rebuilding. 
!
Not sure about this…but just as I said thank you mom, imagine years from 
now someone saying thank you to you. 
!
Thank you for facing your addiction to porn and allowing God to heal you. 
You are now such a man of integrity. 
!
Thank you for being honest about your substance abuse. Your journey to 
being free inspires me and has made us a better family. 
!
Thank you for slowing down and being involved in my life. I’m better 
because you are the mom or dad that I always wanted.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
What can you do? 



You can DEFINE THE PROBLEM 
You can DILIGENTLY SEEK GOD. 
…And DO THE WORK--Because as of today---as of this moment---
you are on a different page.  
!
All our churches let’s pray together.   
!
2 questions 
!
Salvation call 
!
  


