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Welcome to our monthly newsletter of what’s happening at the Christian Church 

of Ashland on the corner of 2nd and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  Many travelers 

pass through Ashland by way of the I - 5 and some stop to enjoy the many attractions the 

city of Ashland has to offer.  We are excited to  

worship God in this community as travelers ourselves on a journey in this life that sums 

up all the special events, 

everyday tasks, and memo-

rable moments.  This news-

letter is our way of reaching 

out to you in a small way to 

invite you to discover God 

and His gracious love for us 

as His children.  No matter 

where you are in relation to 

your understanding of God, 

we hope you enjoy recog-

nizing Him as our Father 

and Creator and see how 

you can travel with us at 

the Christian Church of Ash-

land closer to God each day.   

 

You’ll find devotional 

thoughts, connections to the Church community, opportunities for ministry, and mission-

al goals inside our newsletter.  If you ever want to discuss what you read in our publica-

tion or have a thought sparked by something you saw, you are welcome to talk to our 

pastor or contact us by one of our means of communication printed on the back of this 
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Thoughts from the Congregation 

A Parable from Life 
 

The scene is a large crowd in Heiligenkreuz, Austria 

gathered at the great courtyard of the ancient Stift for 

May Day celebration.  The place is packed with happy 

people…rides for the kids, all kinds of things for sale, 

the band playing…it is a great day.  Suddenly nearby I 

hear a shriek of terror.  A small blond boy is running in 

circles screaming in German.  He is lost in the crowd.  

He is in panic to find his family. 
 
Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter 
it." (Mark 10:15) 
 
Have you wondered about the phrase, “like a child?”  

As I watched the continuing drama unfold a new per-

spective hit me.  The young boy suddenly realized that 

he was lost and the enormity of that recognition over-

whelmed his heart, mind and soul.  A woman nearby 

tried to offer solace but it was clear this would not 

suffice.  Soon she took the boy in arms and carried him 

to the elevated band stand where the Band Meister 

announced the lost boy to the crowd.  Then I saw the 

mother rushing from the back of the crowd toward 

the band stand.  The reunion was something glorious 

to behold.   

 

We are surrounded each day by people who are lost 

but they don’t know it.  The full measure of panic at 

being lost has not even started to dawn on them.  The 

festivities of the moment distract them from their per-

ilous condition.  Most likely, that was the state of the 

small boy before he realized in a panic he was lost.  

Some are lost and know it but are unable to express it.  

This child cried out and was restored to his family.   

God, the great Band Meister, has sent His Word to us 

in order to restore us to His family.  The message is for 

all to hear and we remain lost without Him.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He was in the world, the world was there through 
him, and yet the world didn't even notice. He 
came to his own people, but they didn't want him. 
But whoever did want him, who believed he was 
who he claimed and would do what he said, He 
made to be their true selves, their child-of-God 
selves. These are the God-begotten, not blood-
begotten, not flesh-begotten, not sex-begotten. 
The Word became flesh and blood, and moved in-
to the neighborhood. (John 1:10-14) 
 
Are you beginning to realize that you too are lost, 

looking for something better?  Maybe you are not yet 

in full panic.  Maybe you have even tried to convince 

yourself there is really nothing to worry about.  It is 

worth investing some time to find out for sure.  A 

great preacher long ago put it this way to some folks 

on a hill in Athens. 
 
"The God who made the world and everything in 
it, this Master of sky and land, doesn't live in cus-
tom-made shrines or need the human race to run 
errands for him, as if he couldn't take care of him-
self. He makes the creatures; the creatures don't 
make him. Starting from scratch, he made the en-
tire human race and made the earth hospitable, 
with plenty of time and space for living so we 
could seek after God, and not just grope around in 
the dark but actually find him. He doesn't play 
hide-and-seek with us. He's not remote; he's near. 
We live and move in him, can't get away from 
him!” (Acts 17:24-28) 
 
SEEK AND YOU WILL FIND! 
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What the wall is not… 
 

 A wall to keep people out of the Church 

 A wall to keep people in the Church 

Devotional Ideas 

You can get lost wandering around in this life thinking that life is the point in everything--that your daily routines and concerns 

are what make you important at all.  There is greater value to your life, however, because the Creator, God, is seeking a rela-

tionship with you and desperate to have you know Him.  The following devotions are meant to inspire and encourage you in 

your faith as you spend time with God and seek Him. 

 

#1 What Was Lost Is Found 

 

Read Luke 15 

 

Notice that all 3 stories follow the template of “The Lost…”  This isn’t a coincidence because Luke is concerned about 

how we come to know God and that we understand His reaction when we return to Him. 

 

How did you first come to know God?  How has that experience impacted your life?  Take some time to remember God 

calling you out of darkness and into the light. 

 

Is there ever a time in your daily walk with God that you feel distant and want to come back to Him again?  Try to think 

about how God feels at those times and how you can humble yourself to return to Him with a right heart. 

 

Look at the joy in each of the stories in Luke again and then spend some time with God seeking that joy as you are with 

Him in love. 

 

#2 Like A Child 

 

Read Matthew 18:3, Mark 10:15, Luke 18:13, and 1 Corinthians 13:11, 14:20 

 

What do all of these verses have in common? 

 

Where does Paul differ in 1 Corinthians from Jesus in the synoptic gospels in how we view our faith and how we should 

mature in Christ?  Does this mean that Paul is wrong and we should just heed the words of Christ? 

 

How do you reconcile coming to God with faith like a child while you put childish ways away in your life?  Is having faith 

like a child a way of seeing God and putting childish ways away how you concern yourself with your relationships with 

people? 

 

Take some time to pray with God and be His child in prayer, and then ask Him to help you grow in this life to become 

mature and His vessel of love and compassion to those around you. 

 

#3 A Child of God 

 

Read John 1:10-14 

 

How do you respond in your life to becoming a child of God?  What does it look like in your daily walk with God? 

 

As you go through your day today, seek to know how Jesus dwells in this world as the Word of God and makes Himself 

known to you. 

 

Pray right now that you can be a child of God and that you would know what that means in your life. 
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The Star Spangled Banner 

by Francis Scott Key 

O say! can you see, by the dawn's early light, 

  What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight, 

  O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

  Gave proof thro' the night, that our flag was still there. 

O say! does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave 

  O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

On the shore, dimly seen thro' the mist of the deep, 

  Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes, 

What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep, 

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 

Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam, 

  In full glory reflected now shines in the stream. 

'Tis the Star-Spangled Banner.  O long may it wave 

  O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore, 

  That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion 

A home and a country should leave us no more? 

  Their blood has wash'd out their foul footstep's pollution. 

No refuge could save the hireling and slave 

  From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave, 

And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph doth wave 

  O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand 

  Between their lov'd home and war's desolation, 

Blest with vict'ry and peace, may the Heav'n-rescued land 

  Praise the pow'r that hath made and preserv'd us a nation. 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

  And this be our motto, "In God is our Trust." 

And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave 

  O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 
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Expanding Ministries at CCoA 
Highlighting the Ministries at CCoA 

In the following months this section will be devoted to highlighting the ministries at CCoA while the purposes of the rest 

will remain.  If one of the ministries peaks your interest, ask Pastor Daniel how to get involved. 

Seniors Ministry 

 

Some say that Ashland is “graying”—that only points to the collective wisdom of some great people in 

our midst.  Our Seniors at CCoA enjoy fellowship and support as life continues to change in the years 

of retirement.  Every month, on the first Saturday, the seniors get together for breakfast at the Iron 

Skillet in Phoenix.  There is also a 39 plus Bible Study on Wednesday mornings at the Church, although 

39 isn’t really senior but seniors are definitely invited to attend and share their thoughts.  If you have-

n’t already joined one of these events or gatherings, call the Church and find out more information 

and then get plugged in.  At all stages of life, we are called as Christians to grow in faith together and 

work toward the goal of building up the Church in love.  Because of this, God is calling all seniors to 

get involved in the Church to pass on the faith to the following generations by setting an example to 

the youth of the Church. 

 

 

Worship Ministry 

Our Worship Team provides a meaningful worship experience each Sunday, drawing the congregation into a time of praise 

and worship to God.  They practice once a week with dedication and bathe the experience in prayer.   

Discipleship (Christian Education) Ministry 

Discipleship begins when a visitor arrives and participates in the worship service, and it continues through Bible Studies, 

Sunday School classes, and other spiritual gatherings throughout the year.  The Discipleship Ministry’s goal is to help indi-

viduals grow closer to God through a deepening daily understanding of a life of faith.   

Building and Grounds Ministry 

We are blessed at CCoA to have a building and grounds that have been passed down to us from previous members.  Our 

goal with the Building and Grounds Ministry is to maintain and update facilities to maximize the facility use for ministries 

that introduce people to God and further their relationship with Him. 

Outreach Ministry 

The Outreach Ministry is a ministry in the works.  Our goal is to have a team that assesses the needs of the community and 

helps the Church align its ministries to help meet those needs.  We are blessed with resources to help the community and 

we want to put those resources to work. 

Pastoral Ministry 
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Calendar of Events 

Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

July Birthdays 
 
11 -  Delanee McDaniel 
21 -  Lisa Villalobos 
22 -  Ronald Fuller 
23 -  Jean Dooms 
29 -  James McDaniel 

 
 
 
 

 
 
July Anniversaries 

 
  14 - Daniel and Charity Buckley 
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Saturday, July 4 
SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

It’s time for a another great 

breakfast gathering at the Iron 

Skillet in Phoenix. Bring a joke or 

funny story and a friend.  

 

 

Saturday, July 11 
KID’S CARNIVAL 

10:00 am—1 pm 

Church parking lot 

Lots of games, fun & food! 

 

 

Sunday, July 12 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Following the Service  

 

 

 Sunday, July 26 
MONTHLY POTLUCK 

Celebrate  Theme: . 

 

 

Wednesday, July 29 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 

Come and join a group that folds 

newsletters and then 

enjoys a lunch together. 
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Sunday 

9:30am Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

 This is a study that dives deeper into God’s Word and looks at how our lives fit into God’s 
will for us. 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

 The time of worship is a time devoted to praising God and learning how to live in His glory 
as we look to God’s Word for direction and guidance.  We sing a mixture of contemporary 
and traditional worship songs, lifting up the lyrics to God.  Each week we observe the 
Lord’s Supper together and spend time in prayer as a body.  Pastor Daniel prepares the 
message for the week out of the Bible to seek further understanding of the Truth. 

11:15am— Jr. Worship Age Kindergarten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd Floor) 

 Bring the kids to worship in the Sanctuary and they are dismissed before Communion to go 
upstairs for a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate and fun.  For any questions, talk to  

 Charity Buckley. 

Monday 

9:00am Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to eat and go through a study from Sam Stone in the 
Lookout Magazine.  Sorry ladies, only guys allowed to this one. 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

 Monica leads this Zumba class that trains the body and mind to focus on what’s important 
in life. 

Tuesday 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt with the faithful few who provide quilts for those of us 
who get cold during the winter.  At the very least, grab a cup of coffee and chat for a while. 

Wednesday 

9:30am Adult Bible Study, Church Library 

 This study uses a variety of resources to help us  learn how to spread the 
 Good word and learn more about our relationship with God. 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

 

Weekly Events 



Soul Keeping by John Ortberg 
 

 

John Ortberg is a pastor in California and a student of Dallas Willard, a great theologian 

of our time.  This book is a great study for those who need rest for their soul.  Ortberg 

uses an approach to soul keeping that makes you aware of the tension you carry around 

with you as you live your life full of concerns and daily happenings that could get you 

down.  As you seek to understand how your soul works in this world and in your life and 

in your walk with God, you will see that some of the suggestions that Ortberg gives will 

help you relax in your existence and allow God to be a focal point in your daily concerns.  

This book is a good read for anyone who wishes to dig deeper in their faith or just would 

like to rest in God’s presence more.  This book is available in Pastor Daniel’s library. 

318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 

 

«ADDRESSBLOCK» 
Sunday Service Schedule 

 
     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 
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