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PURE GRACE 

 

One of  the best tools for longevity 

and good health is not just taking a 

walk outdoors but taking a walk 

while reflecting on the blessings in 

life. When we walk in gratitude, we 

empower ourselves by empowering 

our spirits. When we breathe in na-

ture (thus God) through our eyes, 

ears and lips we become certain 

that our souls are eternal. We are 

then better able to manage our lives, 

our worries and our days. Have you 

walked in gratitude today? 

Welcome to our monthly newsletter of what’s happening at the Christian Church of Ashland on 

the corner of 2nd and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  Many travelers pass through Ashland by way of the 

I - 5 and some stop to enjoy the many attractions the city of Ashland has to offer.  We are excited to  

worship God in this community as travelers ourselves on a journey in this life that sums up all the special 

events, everyday tasks, and memorable moments.  This newsletter is our way of reaching out to you in a 

small way to invite you to discover God and His gracious love for us as His children.  No matter where you 

are in relation to your understanding of God, we hope you enjoy recognizing Him as our Father and  

Creator and see how you can travel with us at the Christian Church of Ashland closer to God each day.   

 

You’ll find devotional thoughts, connections to the Church community, opportunities for ministry, and mis-

sional goals inside our newsletter.  If you ever want to discuss what you read in our publication or have a 

thought sparked by something you saw, you are welcome to talk to our pastor or contact us by one of our 

means of communication printed on the back of this newsletter.  May God bless you! 
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Heir or Hot Air? 

You shall allot it as an inheritance for yourselves and for the sojourners who reside 
among you and have had children among you. They shall be to you as native-born 
children of Israel. With you they shall be allotted an inheritance among the tribes of 
Israel. (Ezekiel 47:22) 
 

Ezekiel had many visions.  This one occurs nearly at the end of his book in the OT.  He speaks of 

the fact that God’s grace is extended to both the nation of Israel and those that live among them.  

Both have an inheritance, but notice the added phrase connected with the sojourner: “and have 

had children among you.”  The language of this section is taken as symbolic telling of how things 

will be much later.  

 

Ezekiel warned the Jews as well in the time of Jesus that God could “raise up children for Abra-

ham” from stones along the bank of the Jordan River if necessary.  Those stones, however, might 

be lacking good fruit, leading to dire consequences.  Therefore, the stones aren’t guaranteed as 

heirs to the kingdom. 
 

Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire." (Luke 3:8-9) 
 

The Jews relied on their genealogies to make them children of promise with an inheritance in the 

Kingdom of God.  Both of these passages suggest that being an heir in the Kingdom of God does 

not depend on the accident of birth or lineage.  On the contrary, His grace is available to all na-

tion, tribe and kindred.  But how do we who are “sojourners” among the chosen become heirs?  

Ezekiel adds the condition: “and have had children among you.”   

 

As followers of Christ we often cling to the security of scripture that supports our membership in 

the family of God based on the work of Christ.  This is not unlike the confidence the Jews clung to 

in their descent in the line of Abraham.  When this led to overconfidence within the Jewish faith, 

Jesus chastised them for not bearing “fruit in keeping with repentance.”   

 

Is there a lesson here for us?  Are we too comfortable in our assumed position with Christ?  

Where is our fruit in keeping with repentance?  Have we produced any children after the faith?  

Are we true heirs or just hot air? 

Thoughts from the Congregation 
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What the wall is not… 
 

 A wall to keep people out of the Church 

 A wall to keep people in the Church 

Devotional Ideas 

We are heirs to the Kingdom of God because we believe and live our lives in faith.  It isn’t hot air when this truth is spoken 

in the Church and from the Church.  We have a rich tradition and history that we can access in God’s Word, the Bible, and it 

is important to view our journey in light of the tradition and history to understand where we are and where we are going.  

We don’t have to know everything about the Christian faith, but our daily lives should be spent in pursuit of knowing God 

more.   

 

Take time this month to go through these passages and answer a few questions about them below to help you  in your pur-

suit and on your journey.  God bless. 

 

Romans 8:1-17 

 

1. What does Paul say about who we are in Christ Jesus and how does that affect our fight against the sinful flesh? 

2. The sinful flesh represents our propensity to sin against God in our humanity and weaknesses and the Spirit is the life 

lived in Christ Jesus, what are some daily activities that you could put in either category to help you see your struggle 

as a child of God? 

3. The Spirit ultimately helps us win the battle over the flesh, how do you ensure that you are living by the Spirit this 

month? 

4. As Children of God we are heirs to His Kingdom.  How does this give you hope today, tomorrow, this month? 

 

Mark 4 

 

1. Jesus uses parables to explain the Kingdom of God in this chapter of Mark.  What is the Kingdom of God like according 

to the parables? 

2. When we believe we enter the Kingdom of God and then understand His mighty hand in this world and in our lives.  

What has that looked like in your life? 

3. What will it look like and how do ensure that you remain in the Kingdom? 

4. Jesus calmed the storm at the end of this chapter.  How does this illustrate God’s Kingdom for you today? 

 

Luke 3 

 

1. Luke records the preparation of Jesus’ ministry in Chapter 3 of his Gospel.  This preparation includes John the Baptist 

and Jesus’ baptism.  When God raises us up as heirs to the Kingdom of God, we are reminded of that preparation and 

try to follow Jesus’ example.  How do you follow that example in your relationship with God? 

2. What great company do you join as an heir? 

3. How are you going to be seen on that list of heirs?  In other words, how will it look for you to live out your life of faith?  

4. Finally, how will you prepare the way for Jesus to enter the lives of those around you as you enjoy your relationship 

with God? 
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Connections to CCoA 

If you or someone in your family 

who attends CCoA is graduating 

this month, contact the office 

and leave the following  

information: 

 

 Name to be recognized 

 School graduating from 

 Type of degree/diploma/

certificate 

 Future plans after graduation 
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Expanding Ministries at CCoA 

Highlighting the Ministries at CCoA 

In the following months this section will be devoted to highlighting the ministries at CCoA while the purposes of the rest 

will remain.  If one of the ministries peaks your interest, ask Pastor Daniel how to get involved. 

Discipleship (Christian Education) Ministry 

Discipleship begins when a visitor arrives and participates in the worship service, and it continues 

through Bible Studies, Sunday School classes, and other spiritual gatherings throughout the year.  

The Discipleship Ministry’s goal is to help individuals grow closer to God through a deepening daily 

understanding of a life of faith.  The Greek word for disciple, used in the writing of the New Testa-

ment to describe the close followers of Jesus, is mathetes which means “follower”.  Those 12 men 

watched Jesus minister, listened to His teachings, and struggled to understand why He did what He 

did.   We hope to pass that type of focus on in our Church by stressing the importance of true disci-

pleship or simply put: following Jesus.  In other words, Jesus is at the center of all our Christian Edu-

cation here and we would love for you to be a part of this exciting ministry. 

 

Worship Ministry 

Our Worship Team provides a meaningful worship experience each Sunday, drawing the congregation into a time of 

praise and worship to God.  They practice once a week with dedication and bathe the experience in prayer.   

Seniors Ministry 

Some say that Ashland is “graying”—that only points to the collective wisdom of some great people in our midst.  Our 

Seniors at CCoA enjoy fellowship and support as life continues to change in the years of retirement. 

Building and Grounds Ministry 

We are blessed at CCoA to have a building and grounds that have been passed down to us from previous members.  Our 

goal with the Building and Grounds Ministry is to maintain and update facilities to maximize the facility use for ministries 

that introduce people to God and further their relationship with Him. 

Outreach Ministry 

The Outreach Ministry is a ministry in the works.  Our goal is to have a team that assesses the needs of the community 

and helps the Church align its ministries to help meet those needs.  We are blessed with resources to help the communi-

ty and we want to put those resources to work. 

Pastoral Ministry 

Pastor Daniel is available with the Elders to perform the duties of clergy.  They are available, more importantly, to pray 

with anyone, anywhere, for anything—all you need to do is ask. 
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Calendar of Events 

Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June Birthdays 

 
 2   -  Maddie Bell 
 4   -  Brian Marlia-Larsen 
12 -  Bob Heath 
16 -  Gabby Buckley 
19 -  Edan Rudy 
23 - Laurie Royer 
28 - Mike Royer 
29 - Colton McDonald 
 
 
 
 

 
June Anniversaries 

 
  8 -  Doyle and Linda Cornwell 

11 - Ed and April Macauley 

15 – James and Sandra McDaniel   
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Saturday, June 6 

SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

It’s time for a another great breakfast gathering 

at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. Bring a joke or fun-

ny story and a friend.  
 

Sunday, June 14 

BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Following the Service  
 

Sunday, June 14 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 

During the service, we will honor our Middle 

School, High School, and College graduates. 
 

Sunday, June 21 

FATHER’S DAY 

During the service, we will have a special celebra-

tion for the Father’s in our community.  If you are 

a Father, you don’t have to do anything. 
 

 Sunday, June 28 

MONTHLY POTLUCK 

Fellowship Hall 

Following the Annual Meeting we come together 

and enjoy some great food with a fun theme. 
 

Wednesday, June 24 

NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 

Come and join a group that folds newsletters and 

then enjoys a lunch together. 
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Sunday 

9:30am Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

 This is a study that dives deeper into God’s Word and looks at how our lives fit into God’s 
will for us. 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

 The time of worship is a time devoted to praising God and learning how to live in His glory 
as we look to God’s Word for direction and guidance.  We sing a mixture of contemporary 
and traditional worship songs, lifting up the lyrics to God.  Each week we observe the 
Lord’s Supper together and spend time in prayer as a body.  Pastor Daniel prepares the 
message for the week out of the Bible to seek further understanding of the Truth. 

11:00am— Jr. Worship Age Kindergarten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd Floor) 

 Bring the kids to worship in the Sanctuary and they are dismissed before Communion to go 
upstairs for a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate and fun.  For any questions, talk to  

 Charity Buckley. 

Monday 

9:00am Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to eat and go through a study from Sam Stone in the 
Lookout Magazine.  Sorry ladies, only guys allowed to this one. 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

 Monica leads this Zumba class that trains the body and mind to focus on what’s important 
in life. 

Tuesday 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt with the faithful few who provide quilts for those of us 
who get cold during the winter.  At the very least, grab a cup of coffee and chat for a while. 

Wednesday 

9:30am Adult Bible Study, Church Library 

 This study uses a variety of resources to help us  learn how to spread the 
 Good word and learn more about our relationship with God. 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

 

Weekly Events 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 
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Vision Team 
 

Our Vision Team has been meeting and one of our 

focuses has been how to put our faith into prac-

tice in our community.  The history of our 

Church offers some in- sight, but the context 

has changed somewhat and that makes it harder 

to see where we should help or be the hands 

and feet of Jesus.  It would be nice to hear 

from some of you what God has laid on your 

heart in terms of compassion to the communities in which you live.  You can email Pas-

tor Daniel at daniel@cc-ashland.org or catch up with him some time to share an idea 

that might be featured in this section of the newsletter.  I’ve already heard of some 

great ways that we are serving the community, but I think some of us would benefit 

from hearing the creativity that we have as a Church body.  If you’d like to remain 

anonymous, that’s fine, but don’t be afraid to share because it might motivate some 

who aren’t doing because they haven’t thought about how to do it. 


