
Interstellar vs.  

Interrelational 

By Pastor Daniel Buckley 

I love to watch movies because 

it takes me to entertainment 

from someone else’s mind 

through the scenery of the sets 

and the characterization of the 

actors.  I don’t like to watch a 

movie where I figure out the 

ending in the first half of the 

movie--I guess the word 

“cerebral” describes the types 

of movies I find myself watch-

ing most of the time.  Then you 

ask, what movies have you 

seen lately?  A few, but let me 

tell you about one I just saw 

that blew my mind. 

Christopher Nolan wrote and 

directed one of my favorite 

movies, Inception.  A story 

within the story, within the sto-

ry, within the story, etc.  He 

wrote and directed a new mov-

ie this year, Interstellar, cut 

from the same mold as Incep-

tion.  He dreamed up a back-

ground that includes the de-

struction of the world due to 

pollution and human indiscre-

tion, wormholes, black holes, 

Quantum Physics, String Theo-

ry, the Theory of Relativity, and 

so on.  This setting was so com-

plex I watched the movie three 

times before I completely un-

derstood it (to be honest, some 

of it still alludes me).  This is a 

great movie because it got me 

thinking about life and the uni-

verse in a way that transcends 

my usual thought patterns.  I 

find myself stuck in my 

thoughts at times and this mov-

ie provided the vehicle I need-

ed to explore uncharted territo-

ries of thinking that could break 

the endless cycle.   

So, is it good to think about 

such things?  This was only a 

movie, a fictional movie that 

some in the fields of Science 

and Technology adhere to as a 

sort of religion or basis for be-

lief/unbelief.  I don’t go that far 

in my thinking because I see 

some things in the movie that 

show us that all human beings 

are trying to find our im-

portance as people on a planet 

that we inherited.  One of the 

ideas in the movie is the idea 

that our 3 dimensional world 

and experience is possibly coin-

ciding with at least 5 dimen-

sions spanning across time so 

we can be a part of all history if 

we ever untapped that reality.  

So this is where I see that peo-

ple like Christopher Nolan are 

trying to play gods and be on a 

realm that guides humanity and 

makes our importance rather 

than understands how we fit 

into God’s universe and world 

and gains importance from our 

relationship with Him.   

The movie is titled Interstellar 

which means movement be-

tween the stars.  I offer up a 

title for a better movie that 
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Psalm 27 

Of David. 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation— 
    whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life— 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 

2 When the wicked advance against me 
    to devour me, 
it is my enemies and my foes 
    who will stumble and fall. 
3 Though an army besiege me, 
    my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against me, 
    even then I will be confident. 

4 One thing I ask from the Lord, 
    this only do I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

    all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord 
    and to seek him in his temple. 
5 For in the day of trouble 
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 
he will hide me in the shelter of his sa-
cred tent 
    and set me high upon a rock. 

6 Then my head will be exalted 
    above the enemies who surround me; 
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with 
shouts of joy; 
    I will sing and make music to the Lord. 

7 Hear my voice when I call, Lord; 
    be merciful to me and answer me. 
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 
    Your face, Lord, I will seek. 
9 Do not hide your face from me, 
    do not turn your servant away in an-
ger; 

    you have been my helper. 
Do not reject me or forsake me, 
    God my Savior. 
10 Though my father and mother forsake 
me, 
    the Lord will receive me. 
11 Teach me your way, Lord; 
    lead me in a straight path 
    because of my oppressors. 
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of 
my foes, 
    for false witnesses rise up against me, 
    spouting malicious accusations. 

13 I remain confident of this: 
    I will see the goodness of the Lord 
    in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the Lord; 
    be strong and take heart 
    and wait for the Lord. 

 

should debut, Interrelational.  

This movie would focus on God’s 

love for us and how He does su-

persede our understanding of 

Relativity and Quantum Physics.  

That love is based on how much 

God wanted to demonstrate the 

importance of humanity by be-

coming human in the person of 

Jesus Christ.  This relationship is 

the guide for life and our survival 

as people while our time on this 

planet is not the ultimate surviv-

al.  We are blessed to have the 

opportunity to have a relation-

ship with God through His Son 

and that makes us more im-

portant than we can ever know.   

Alright, if this article somehow 

missed your attention or I talked 

about things you don’t care 

about, let me just put it more 

plainly here.  God loves you, He 

has made a way for you to be 

with Him in eternity.  The creator 

of life, the universe, and our 

world loves you.  You don’t have 

to think about things like breath-

ing or cellular regeneration or 

gravity, but you can think, love, 

learn from mistakes, and enjoy 

life.  All that is necessary in this 

life is belief in God and His Son, 

Jesus.  Then when you begin to 

live your life in obedience to 

God’s Word, you will enjoy salva-

tion through the relationship 

with God.   

You might not want to see a 

movie with me--my wife tells me 

I over-analyze them--but enjoy a 

relationship with God with me as 

we seek to know Him more each 

day. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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What the wall is… 
 

 Security for our faith 

 A safe haven for God’s work 

 A place for souls that long 

for God’s love 

 Unity for people on the path to God 

 A plan for spreading God’s love in this world 

 A gathering of imperfect people clinging onto 

God’s grip of love, people 

who desire to move closer What the wall is not… 
 

 A wall to keep people out of the Church 

 A wall to keep people in the Church 



***The Editor is printing this article for the 2nd month in a row because it is important for the Church 

and those who are eager about their belief and life of faith.   

 

Not long ago someone asked me this question as we were discussing church membership.  It is a 

question that can be answered with a yes or no response.  But somehow that did not seem to be the 

way to respond with gentleness and respect.  Currently we are studying the subject of Apologetics 

and 1 Peter 3:15 in the adult Sunday school class.  We have found that Jesus was often asked ques-

tions that could be answered yes or no but usually responded with a question instead.  What are 

some questions we might ask in response to the title above? 

 

WHAT DID JESUS DO?  In Matthew 3:13-17 we read the account of Jesus coming to John the Baptist 

for the purpose of being baptized.  Curiously, he persuaded John to do this with the phrase, “it is 

fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  For some reason the sinless Son of God perceived that bap-

tism was fitting in order to fulfill all righteousness.  Why?  Here is something to ponder! 

 

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN THE CHURCH WAS FIRST ESTABLISHED?  In Acts 2 Peter is preaching to the 

crowd in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.  At the end of his sermon they were shaken by his 

words and respond from their hearts asking what shall we do.  Peter answered them in Acts 2:38.  

The writer, Luke, goes on to describe what happened next in Acts 2:41.  “So those who received his 

word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”  This pattern is 

repeated often in the book of Acts, the story of the beginnings of the church.  Believe, Repent, Bap-

tized.  All part of becoming a church member. 

 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?  If you are uninformed about the teachings of scripture it is likely you are not 

yet ready to make a personal decision in response to the question.  If you are informed and chose 

not to follow the example set in scripture then you are not ready to become a Christian.  Hopefully 

some reflection and self-study will soon provide your own answer to the question and the courage to 

act on that knowledge.  Then you will be ready to begin the rest of the journey with Christ and meet 

the challenges that go with it.   

 

WHY NOT NOW?  Is there any real reason to wait if you have done the study and know what you 

need to do?  We are here to help, on the corner of 2nd and B Streets in Ashland, OR.  Drop by and say 

Jesus sent me to fulfill all righteousness.   

Gene Stringer 

Do I need to be baptized? 
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Expanding Ministries at CCoA 

Highlighting the Ministries at CCoA 

In the following months this section will be devoted to highlighting the ministries at CCoA while the purposes of the rest 

will remain.  If one of the ministries peaks your interest, ask Pastor Daniel how to get involved. 

Worship Ministry 

Our Worship Team provides a meaningful worship experience each Sunday, drawing the congrega-

tion into a time of praise and worship to God.  They practice once a week with dedication and bathe 

the experience in prayer.  This is a ministry that focuses on all age groups and attempts to bring all 

people to the splendor and awe of our God.  The music is tailored to include connections to God that 

span all generations with different styles and emphases.  At the very least, we stop to pray in our ser-

vice as a part of that corporate worship to ensure that the Holy Spirit permeates our presence with 

love and acceptance.  So the Worship Team humbly enters the Sanctuary with God’s grace in mind 

and love extended to all who attend. 

 

Discipleship (Christian Education) Ministry 

Discipleship begins when a visitor arrives and participates in the worship service, and it continues through Bible Studies, 

Sunday School classes, and other spiritual gatherings throughout the year.  The Discipleship Ministry’s goal is to help indi-

viduals grow closer to God through a deepening daily understanding of a life of faith. 

Seniors Ministry 

Some say that Ashland is “graying”—that only points to the collective wisdom of some great people in our midst.  Our 

Seniors at CCoA enjoy fellowship and support as life continues to change in the years of retirement. 

Building and Grounds Ministry 

We are blessed at CCoA to have a building and grounds that have been passed down to us from previous members.  Our 

goal with the Building and Grounds Ministry is to maintain and update facilities to maximize the facility use for ministries 

that introduce people to God and further their relationship with Him. 

Outreach Ministry 

The Outreach Ministry is a ministry in the works.  Our goal is to have a team that assesses the needs of the community 

and helps the Church align its ministries to help meet those needs.  We are blessed with resources to help the communi-

ty and we want to put those resources to work. 

Pastoral Ministry 

Pastor Daniel is available with the Elders to perform the duties of clergy.  They are available, more importantly, to pray 

with anyone, anywhere, for anything—all you need to do is ask. 
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Calendar of Events 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May Birthdays 
 
 2   -  Madge Center 
 4   -  Karl Slack 
11 -  Ted Killian 
20 -  Charity Buckley 
29 -  Nyla Fenning 
31  -  April Rudy 

 
 
 
 
 

May Anniversaries 
 
25 -  Bob and Dona Heath 

31  -  Jim and Robin Witt 
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Saturday, May 2 

SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

It’s time for a another great breakfast gathering 

at the Iron Skillet in Phoenix. Bring a joke or fun-

ny story and a friend.  

 

Saturday, May 9 
LADIES’ PRAYER WALK 

8:30am –Meet at the U.S. Cellular parking lot in 

Medford and break into prayers as you walk and 

pray. 

 
 

Sunday, May 10 

MOTHER’S DAY 

During the service, we will have a special celebra-

tion for the Mother’s in our community.  If you 

are a Mother, you don’t have to do anything. 

 

Sunday, May 17 

BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Following the Service  

 

 Sunday, May 24 

MONTHLY POTLUCK 

Fellowship Hall 

Following the Annual Meeting we come together 

and enjoy some great food with a fun theme. 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 27 

NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 

Come and join a group that folds newsletters and 

then enjoys a lunch together. 
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Sunday 

9:30am Adult Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 

 This is a study that dives deeper into God’s Word and looks at how our lives fit into God’s will for us. 

10:45am—Worship Celebration 

 The time of worship is a time devoted to praising God and learning how to live in His glory as we look 
to God’s Word for direction and guidance.  We sing a mixture of contemporary and traditional wor-
ship songs, lifting up the lyrics to God.  Each week we observe the Lord’s Supper together and spend 
time in prayer as a body.  Pastor Daniel prepares the message for the week out of the Bible to seek 
further understanding of the Truth. 

11:00am— Jr. Worship Age Kindergarten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd Floor) 

 Bring the kids to worship in the Sanctuary and they are dismissed before Communion to go upstairs 
for a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate and fun.  For any questions, talk to Charity Buckley. 

 

Monday 

9:00am Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to eat and go through a study from Sam Stone in the Lookout Maga-
zine.  Sorry ladies, only guys allowed to this one. 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

 Monica leads this Zumba class that trains the body and mind to focus on what’s important in life. 

Tuesday 

9:30am Piece Corps, Fellowship Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt with the faithful few who provide quilts for those of us who get 
cold during the winter.  At the very least, grab a cup of coffee and chat for a while. 

Wednesday 

6:15pm Ladies Zumba Exercise , Fellowship Hall 

Thursday 

7:00pm Women’s Bible Study at the Buckley’s home 

 Ladies, here’s your time to study the Bible and have some time to get to know one another.  Bring 
some coffee or tea and relax in the Buckley’s home. 

Weekly Events 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Phone: 541-482-1561 

Fax: 541-482-1638 

Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord 

your God with 

all your heart 

and with all 

your soul and 

with all your 

mind. 

 

Matthew 22:37 

Sunday Service Schedule 

 
     9:30 AM  Adult Bible Study 

    10:45 AM  Worship 

    11:00 AM  Jr. Worship 

Vision Team 
 

Our Vision Team has been meeting and one of our 

focuses has been how to put our faith into prac-

tice in our community.  The history of our 

Church offers some in- sight, but the context 

has changed somewhat and that makes it harder 

to see where we should help or be the hands 

and feet of Jesus.  It would be nice to hear 

from some of you what God has laid on your 

heart in terms of compassion to the communities in which you live.  You can email Pas-

tor Daniel at daniel@cc-ashland.org or catch up with him some time to share an idea 

that might be featured in this section of the newsletter.  I’ve already heard of some 

great ways that we are serving the community, but I think some of us would benefit 

from hearing the creativity that we have as a Church body.  If you’d like to remain 

anonymous, that’s fine, but don’t be afraid to share because it might motivate some 

who aren’t doing because they haven’t thought about how to do it. 


