
10 Ways to Give Back to Your 

Community 

 

1. Promote local businesses 

2. Participate in Holiday food/ 

    clothing Drives 

3. Coach or sponsor a local   

    youth sports team 

4. Set out a collection jar to 

raise money for a local charity 

5. Hold a contest to see who can 

collect the most for their fa-

vorite local charity 

6. Sponsor an event or volunteer 

at one 

7. Adopt a brick, tile, wall, etc 

8. Build a house with Habitat for 

Humanity 

9. Offer your skills to a local non-

profit—free of charge 

10.Volunteer, Volunteer, Volun-

teer and ask someone to join 

you! 
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Welcome to our monthly news-

letter of what’s happening at the Christian 

Church of Ashland on the corner of 2nd 

and B in downtown Ashland, Oregon.  

Many travelers pass through Ashland by 

way of the I - 5 and some stop to enjoy the 

many attractions the city of Ashland has to 

offer.  We are excited to worship God in 

this community as travelers ourselves on a 

journey in this life that sums up all the spe-

cial events, everyday tasks, and memorable 

moments.  This newsletter is our way of 

reaching out to you in a small way to invite 

you to discover God and His gracious love 

for us as His children.  No matter where 

you are in relation to your understanding 

of God, we hope you enjoy recognizing Him 

as our Father and Creator and see how you 

can travel with us at the Christian Church 

of Ashland closer to God each day.   

You’ll find devotional thoughts, connec-

tions to the Church community, opportuni-

ties for ministry, and missional goals inside 

our newsletter.  If you ever want to discuss 

what you read in our publication or have a 

thought sparked by something you saw, 

you are welcome to talk to our pastor or 

contact us by one of our means of commu-

nication printed on the back of this news-

letter.  May God bless you! 
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Thoughts from our Pastor 

A Call to Repent 
By Pastor Daniel 

 
We are called to repent by God and that repent-

ance begins a life-long relationship with our crea-

tor.  Sam Stone writes an article in The Lookout, “A 

Call for Repentance”, that studies God’s call for 

repentance of the Israelites in Babylon in Ezekiel 

18.  Stone’s conclusion is that our mandated re-

pentance is about a personal responsibility for re-

pentance regardless of our parents’ or grandpar-

ents’ repentances.  This is a great conclusion, but it 

is misguided in its effort to study Ezekiel 18.  A 

contextual reading of the chapter leads to a con-

clusion that God’s people are rather mandated to 

live as Israelites and follow God even though their 

cultural surrounding might be drastically different 

than what they knew.  The preceding chapter dis-

cusses an eagle that carries off a top of a cedar and 

makes it grow in a distant land; the anteceding 

chapter discusses a lion trapped in a pit.  The sur-

rounding chapters contextualize the Lord’s re-

sponse to “The parents eat sour grapes, and the 

children’s teeth are set on edge?” by answering 

their cry that other generations’ mistakes led to 

their undoing as a people.  God answered their cry 

by telling them that the cedar, the children, and 

the lion can live truthfully for God no matter 

where they are and no matter their environment.  

The true repentance of Ezekiel 18 is toward right-

eous living under God’s supervision even if it is out 

of the realms of perceived geographical righteous-

ness. 

 

Because this passage predates the ministry of Je-

sus, our view—as well as Sam Stone’s view—might  

Include the theology of a Christian world perspec-

tive.  In this regard it is okay to come to the conclu-

sion that God is calling for repentance and that 

personal responsibility is vital to the growth of the 

church today.  It isn’t surprising that a northwest-

ern church would stress personal responsibility 

because some people in the northwest have been 

described as “fiercely independent” (this term was 

used in an episode of the Oregon Experience on 

Southern Oregon Public Broadcasting).  I am only 

responsible for my own life and the lives of my 

children are their own responsibility, for example.  

Or another example is about my neighbor because 

she is going to do what she is going to do anyway.  

These examples take us to another place in this 

conclusion, however.  I need to worry about my 

repentance and live my life for God, but that 

makes me concerned about others right away as a 

result of my repentance.   

 

Jesus quoted the Shema when he was asked about 

the greatest commandment, roughly stated, “Love 

God, and love your neighbor.”  The growth of the 

church is a natural result of this Christian 

worldview because your love of God and your 

neighbor turns your neighbor onto the need for 

repentance.  So if we take Ezekiel’s context into 

account and transfer it to our own northwestern 

lifestyle, we are that cedar in a different land, child 

in a land that is not our father’s, and lion trapped 

in a pit trying to live righteously for a God who was 

the same yesterday, who is the same today, and 

will be the same forever by repenting our lives 

lived for ourselves and live a life for God, our eter-

nal father, like his son, the author and perfecter of 

our faith, and live with confidence that God can 

transform the lives of our children and our     

neighbors. 
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Devotional Ideas 
This month we will focus our efforts in devotion toward repentance.   

 

August 30 - September 5 

Read 2 Corinthians 7:10 

1. Paul is apologizing to the Corinthian church for turning them to sorrow by previous statements, but he 

likes their repentance.  How does sorrow lead to repentance? 

2. What sorrowful things in your life could lead to repentance? 

3. Pray that you will repent and that God will redeem those things you feel sorrow for. 

 

September 6 - 12 

Read Luke 3:3-9 

1. Luke captures the story of John the Baptist preparing for Jesus.  John isn’t concerned with sheer repent-

ance but repentance that bears fruit.  What fruit are you bearing? 

2. How does that fruit indicative of repentance in your life? 

3. Pray that God will show you your repentance with confidence by the fruit you are bearing. 

 

September 13 - 19 

Read Isaiah 30:15 

1. God speaks to the people of Israel in this verse telling them to wait on him.  How much do you wait for 

God to handle your stress and worries? 

2. Waiting for God is a way of repenting to him.  How do you turn from your own strength or the strength 

of others in order to trust God? 

3. “In repentance and rest is your salvation,” when do you turn to God in your repentance and then rest in 

order to be saved? 

 

September 20 -  26 

Read Acts 2:38 

1. Peter preached the Gospel effectively in Acts and the response was great.  If you have already repented 

and were baptized, recall that time and jot down a few thoughts and feelings you experienced. 

2. How has your life been different since you first repented? 

3. How could your life be different if you repent today if you need to? 

 

September 27 - 30 

Read Romans 2:1-4 

1. This passage takes a few readings to understand Paul.  He wants us to see that we should be slow to 

judgment if we are serious about repentance.  What are some things that you don’t tolerate about  

others? 

2. How do you repent of the things you don’t like in others? 

3. How will you feel fulfillment when you finally repent and allow others the time to repent themselves? 

4. Pray that God will help you repent of those things and that he will help you in your view of others as 

they repent. 
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Past to Present Connection’s 

Homecoming 
Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we're in. Study 
how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed--that exhilarat-
ing finish in and with God--he could put up with anything along the way: cross, 
shame, whatever. And now he's there, in the place of honor, right alongside God. 
(Hebrews 12:2) 
 

Traditionally, fall is a time of homecomings when we grow to expect that “this year home-

coming will be…” announcement.  This year Christian Church of Ashland has decided to 

join this tradition.  We will celebrate the long and rich history of our congregation in Ash-

land with a homecoming October 24-25.  If you are one who has, in the past, been part 

of this history we urge you to join in this celebration.  It will be a joyous occasion as we 

share with former pastors, interim pastors, youth ministers and leaders from the past.  

How many can you name?  You may have pictures and/or other memorabilia you would 

be willing to share as well.  We are interested in what interests you.  Written contributions 

are also encouraged.  For those that know how to post on Facebook you may wish to add 

items to our Facebook page. You can also email items to office@cc-ashland.org and we 

will add them. 

As we began to anticipate the joy of seeing so many former pastors and leaders, the 

phrase “for the joy that was set before Him…” comes to mind.  In many translations of the 

Bible It is part of the passage noted above.  This passage reminds us that this was surely 

true for our Lord and Savior.  The multiple humiliations and afflictions that were heaped 

upon Him are astounding, and yet he endured them by looking forward to the certain joy 

that awaited his homecoming in heaven.  Imagine that occasion in your mind.  If the an-

gels in heaven rejoice over the salvation of a single sinner, the return of the Savior himself 

must have made the streets of heaven ring with unbridled celebration. 

Sometimes we allow ourselves to be diverted by the pains in life—we lose sight of the 

goal set before us.  When that happens it is a good time to remind ourselves of how our 

Lord managed such circumstances. “Study how he did it.”  If we are faithful, there is an 

“exhilarating finish in and with God” awaiting us as His adopted sons and daughters.  Plan 

to join us in celebrating the homecoming at Christian Church of Ashland on Oct 24-25.   

It will be a small foretaste of the joy that is set before us. 

We are anticipating the joys of homecoming,  

The Elders of CCA 
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Expanding Ministries at CCoA 
Our Vision Team and Mission Team are enthused about the expanding Outreach Ministry.   

Here are some steps we are taking: 

1. 5th Sundays (4 times a year) services are dedicated to outreach. (August and November 2015) 

2. Outreach is twofold now: Global Missions as our current Missions Team is a part and a local missions 

focus. 

3. We are developing  a partitioned portion of our website devoted to Global Outreach and  

Local Outreach. 

4. Lynda in the office is taking information from now on concerning serving opportunities and ideas for 

service in the future. 

A. Global Outreach - will focus on the missions we support along with any updates that  help us 

connect to those missions better as a church. 

B. Local Outreach - will have a list of local opportunities to serve in existing programs and their 

contact information, places that need continued help in serving, and problem areas in the com-

munity that could use solutions where there are no solutions yet. 

5. The church is becoming a church that serves as a result of living out the Gospel in this world. 

6. We are recruiting servants who have a heart for mission and love God and continually want to shine 

his light in this world. 
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Calendar of Events 
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Saturday, September 5 
SAINTS ALIVE BREAKFAST  

9 am—Iron Skillet (Phoenix)  

 

Saturday, Sept. 12 
BACK TO SCHOOL KIDS CARNIVAL 

10am to 1pm 

Church Parking Lot 

 

Sunday, September 13 
BOARD MEETING 

12:30 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Following the Service  

 

Wednesday, Sept. 16 
MODERN FAMILY CIRCUS 

6pm Dinner  

6:30pm to 7:30pm Study 

 

Saturday, Sept. 26 
MACAULEY-OLSON RECEPTION 

11:00 am in Fellowship Hall 

Bring a dish to pass! 

 

 Sunday, September 27  
MONTHLY POTLUCK 

After the Service in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday, September 30 
NEWSLETTER FOLDING 

10:00am—Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 2 
ASHLAND SCHOOLS FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 8 
MEDFORD SCHOOLS FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 9 
PHOENIX-TALENT, EAGLE POINT FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September Birthdays 

 
02 -  Felicity Gosswiller 
07 -  Helen Jane Slack 
20 -  Arlene Scharich 
25 -  Jennifer Dooms 
27 -  Sharley Cox 
29 -  Steve Cox 
29 -  Chris Macauley 
 

 
 
 
 

September   
Anniversaries 

 
07 -  John & Trudy Vermillion 

16 -  Jim & Karen Larsen 

18 -  Jose & Lisa Villalobos 

24 -  Brian & Lori Jo Marlia-Larsen 

 

Wedding Announcement 
 

Jenny Macauley is getting married to 

Chris Olson on September 5th in a 

private ceremony. There will be a 

potluck reception for them at the 

church in the Fellowship Hall on 

September 26th at 11am. 
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Sunday 

9:30am    Adult Bible Study, Fellowship Hall 

 This is a study that dives deeper into God’s Word and looks at how our lives fit into God’s 
will for us. 

10:45am   Worship Celebration 

 The time of worship is a time devoted to praising God and learning how to live in His glory 
as we look to God’s Word for direction and guidance.  We sing a mixture of contemporary 
and traditional worship songs, lifting up the lyrics to God.  Each week we observe the 
Lord’s Supper together and spend time in prayer as a body.  Pastor Daniel prepares the 
message for the week out of the Bible to seek further understanding of the Truth. 

11:15am   Jr. Worship Age Kindergarten– 5th grade (Education Wing - 2nd Floor) 

 Feel free to bring the kids to worship in the Sanctuary. They are dismissed before Com-
munion to go upstairs for a Bible lesson that’s age appropriate and fun.  For any questions, 
talk to Charity Buckley. 

Monday 

9:00am   Men Alive, Iron Skillet, Phoenix 

 Men from all walks of life gather to eat and go through a study from Sam Stone in the 
Lookout Magazine.  Sorry ladies, only guys allowed to this one. 

Tuesday 

9:30am   Busy Bees at 2nd and B, Fellowship Hall 

 Ladies (and gentlemen) come quilt with the faithful few who provide quilts for those of us 
who get cold during the winter.  At the very least, grab a cup of coffee and chat for a while.  
I also hear they are looking for a new “Queen Bee” as well. 

Wednesday 

9:30am   Adult Bible Study, Church Library 

 This study uses a variety of resources to help us  learn how to spread the  Good word and 
 learn more about our relationship with God. 

6:00pm   Modern Family Circus, Fellowship Hall 

 This is a Bible Study for young families that will meet weekly throughout the  
 school year.  We are going to have a dinner at 6pm catered for the family 
 and then a study for the adults led by Daniel and a study for the kids led by  
 Charity.  The night will conclude at 7:30pm.  Come check us out starting  
 September 16th. 

 

Weekly Events 



318 B Street 

PO Box 959 

Ashland, OR  97520 

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF ASHLAND  

Pastor: Daniel Buckley 
Office Phone: 541-482-1561 

Office Fax: 541-482-1638 

Office Email: office@cc-ashland.org 

Office Hours: M-F, 10am-1pm 

Web: www.cc-ashland.org 

Facebook.com/ChristianChurchofAshland 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

Matthew 22:37 
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Reader’s Corner 
 

Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God  

(2008) 

By Francis Chan 

 

There are many Christians who have lived lives of faith that set an example for others clearly.  A list of 

prominent Christians in the past centuries come to mind when you hear that kind of statement.  Francis 

Chan is someone who should be on that list and is a pastor who served a large church in Southern Cali-

fornia as a Chinese-American.  Being ethnically diverse and a pastor of a large church isn’t what is 

attractive about his life in terms of Christianity, however.  Just recently he left his church to serve the 

unchurched in San Francisco because God called him to do so.  After hearing him speak and reading a 

few of his books, I have to say that if you start by reading Crazy Love, some type of response like Chan’s 

might happen to you--moving, giving, supporting missions, etc.  Crazy Love is a book that ventures into 

the reality of life by searching God’s intention for his people through love.  This book offers insights into 

Christian living by canvasing God’s word and his people who have lived and loved as they should.  There 

is a warning about this book, though, that you shouldn’t start chapter 4 unless you want to be convict-

ed because our lives are scrutinized in this chapter by the callings of scripture to lead active Christian 

lives and not “lukewarm” lives.  Nevertheless, you are on the right track when you pick up this book and 

start turning the pages because Chan communicates with boldness and a clear picture of the desired 

result in mind. 

 


